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Timeline Activity 
 

 

 
1.  Complete a timeline tracing the steps in Port Chester’s industrial 
growth using the list of industries above. 
 
 

2.  Next, construct your own “personal” timeline, you may wish to include 
your birthdate, the start of school, trips, accidents, celebrations, vacations, 
etc. 
 

 

3. Use your Timeliner Program to present your project. 
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Railroad Development 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

READ:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 
    reliable              decline  linked      
 

 
 

WRITE: Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 
 

1.  Why were railroads needed? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

2.  How did the railroad affect the occupations of local residents? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Throughout the 1850’s, people from the east traveled west in search of gold, land and 
adventure.  The movement of people to the western areas increased the need for reliable  
transportation.  In response to this need, railroads were built to carry both people and goods 
safely and quickly. 
 

    The decline in agriculture and shipping came almost at the same time as the beginning of 
major railroads in the mid 1800’s.  The New Haven Railroad, which started in 1848, linked 
New York City and the major eastern cities. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad carried 
produce from the Ohio Valley to eastern markets and returned with manufactured goods for 
the west.  Railroads were faster, safer and less dependent upon weather conditions than ships 
sailing the coastal waters. 
 

     As railroads developed, farming and shipping became less attractive occupations for local 
residents.  Our village began to change from a shipbuilding, farming center into an industrial 
area.  
 

 
       

 

  
      

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Railroad crossing at Adee Street – Late 1800s 
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 In 1890, the population of Port Chester was 5,274.  The village was opposed to the elevation 
of the New Haven railroad tracks and the elimination of grade crossings.  Merchants were upset with 
the closing of Adee Street, which had previously continued across the tracks to connect with Irving 
Avenue. 
 

   The railroad shunted freight cars over the crossing and brought in a pick and shovel gang to close 
the street.  The residents drove off the gang. 
 

    The battle was won but the war was lost.   Main Street, Highland Street and Westchester Avenue 

were bridged, but Adee Street was closed.  The railroad also built a new station in 1890.  The 

original depot in 1949 stood on Broad Street on what is now part of the parking lot.  Locomotives 
used a turntable on the opposite side of the street near the corner of Irving Avenue. 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Port Chester Train Station 2004, Artist Angel Pena 

  

Railroad Station 1892 Railroad Station Now 
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Recreational Activities  
 
 

 

Read:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 

   melodrama  minstrel  pavilion 

Write:  Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 

1) What did people do for fun in the early 1900’s? 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

 At the turn of the century, recreational activities were few but enjoyed by everyone.  During 
the winter months, skating and bobsled racing were favorite sports.  Part of the Byram River was 
a skating center, while bobsled courses were found on Westchester Avenue, Irving Avenue, King 

Street, and William Street. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Summer activities took place at Purdy’s Grove at Fox Island.  This was a beautiful area with 
picnic groves, beer gardens, and dance pavilions.  Families could gather for day long outings to 
swim, picnic, and even enjoy bowling on the green.  Another favorite area was Beck’s Hotel in 
Rye Beach.  Its nearness to Oakland Beach made it a favorite spot for Port Chester and Rye 

residents. 
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In Port Chester, entertainment was available at the Ferhr Opera House, which was 

located on King and Adee Streets. Here, residents enjoyed minstrel shows, plays, 

melodramas, and films.  In 1922, Ferhr Opera House became the Rialto Theater.  

Other theaters were built in Port Chester in the years to follow.  These included the 

Strand, the Hudson Theater, and the Park Theater.  The Embassy Theater on North 

Main Street and the Capitol Theater on Westchester Avenue began showing motion 

pictures in the 1920’s. 
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Computer Scavenger Hunt Activity 
Look very closely at the picture above.  Change the picture size to help you answer the 
questions.  Write your answers to the questions on the lines below.   
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
1) What is happening in the picture above? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
2) What are the boys doing in this picture? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
3) What does the newspaper that the boy is holding say? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
4) What street are the children standing on?  What is the name of the building in the 
background? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin Parade – June 14, 1901 
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5) Who are the people in the carriages? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
6) What job do the men sitting on the church steps have? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
7) What is unusual about the design of the carriage in the middle of the picture? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
8) How are the children dressed?  How is this style different from how boys dress today? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
9) How does this street look different today? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown & Weiner’s Grounds from Train Depot – June 14, 1901. 
Tent for “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” play. 
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World War I Era 1914-1920 
 
Read:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 
    neutral  disabled liberty bonds 
Write:  Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 

1) What did the people of Port Chester do during World War I? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
2) What was Port Chester like after World War I? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

In 1914, World War I began in Europe. Although the United States tried to stay 
neutral during the conflict, it entered the war against Germany in April, 1917.  Again, 
many Port Chester men answered the call to serve. Everyone in the village worked to 
support the war effort.  Women spent long hours in factories to make war materials and 
people bought liberty bonds to help pay for the war.  Regretfully, twenty-five residents 
were killed, while many others were wounded or disabled. 

  

    An honor roll listing the names of the twenty-five men was placed in Liberty Square in   
  1918.  A permanent memorial was built at Westchester Avenue and North Regent Street 
in 1931.  The names of the Port Chester men who served in both World War I and World 

          War II are listed on the benches, including the 25 on the original honor roll. 
 

 After World War I, Port Chester continued to grow.  By 1920, the village had 
approximately 16,573 residents.  The Model T automobile made by the Ford Motor 
Company was becoming popular.  People were beginning to buy cars while the horse and 
buggy began to fade from the local streets.  The narrow dirt roads in Port Chester were 
widened and paved.  Signal lights were installed.  Buses replaced the trolley, and the Port 
Chester-White Plains Bus Line was organized. 
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Hard Times  
 
Read:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 
        depression prosperity retail recovery network vacated 
Write:  Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 
1) What effect did the Depression have on people? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
2) What helped Port Chester grow and prosper? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 In the early part of the 20th century, the population of Port Chester increased greatly.  
From 1910-1920, our population grew by 30%.  The next ten years brought continued 
growth and prosperity to the village.  However, Port Chester, like other industrial 
centers, was affected by economic problems and uncertainties of the times. 
 

 In the 1930’s, our village found itself in the middle of an economic depression which 
continued for many years.  Many companies were forced to close their plants or reduce 
their operations to a part-time basis.  Many banks went out of business, and many 
residents could not afford to keep their homes during this time. 
 

 The federal government helped by starting work relief programs which provided jobs 
for the unemployed people of the village.  For example, the murals in the lobby of the 
Port Chester Post Office were painted by an artist employed by the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) of the federal government.  Recovery was slow and did not come  
about until the early days of World War II. 
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Immediately following the war, our village again prospered.  Almost everyone was employed and  
      business was thriving.  Port Chester once again established itself as an important industrial area.  In the    
      1950’s, the village was a major retail business center for the region.  Port Chester, which is approximately 
      25 miles from New York City, borders one of the nation’s largest transportation networks 

      (U.S. I, Interstate 95, Cross Westchester Expressway, etc.).  The economic growth of the village was  

      due to its fine labor force and excellent location. 
 
 Unfortunately, the good times turned to hard economic times in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  This was 
true not only for Port Chester, but for many other towns, villages, and cities located in the northeastern 
section of the United States.  Many buildings and stores vacated, as new residential and commercial 
areas opened in other parts of the country. 
 
 The Port Chester Post Office was originally located in the DeSoto House on the North Main Street.  
In 1891, it employed three postal carriers and three clerks and was considered a first class facility.  The 
present post office on Westchester Avenue opened in 1934.  Before that, the post office had moved six 

times in thirty-four years. 
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BREAKING DOWN THE JOBS 
 
 

Make a list of 10 jobs that people in your community have: 
1) ____________________________________________ 
2) ____________________________________________ 
3) ____________________________________________ 
4) ____________________________________________ 
5) ____________________________________________ 
6) ____________________________________________ 
7) ____________________________________________ 
8) ____________________________________________ 
9) ____________________________________________ 
10)____________________________________________ 

 
 
        Now get a piece of paper, and design a chart that classifies the jobs people do. 

JOBS THAT PRODUCE A PRODUCT JOBS THAT DO A SERVICE FOR 
PEOPLE 

JOBS WITH SPECIAL SKILLS JOBS THAT NEED A COLLEGE 
EDUCATION 

OUTDOOR JOBS INDOOR JOBS 

JOBS I LIKE JOBS I DON’T LIKE 

DREAM JOB  
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GOODS AND SERVICES 

 
DIRECTIONS:  
Put G in front of businesses which offer goods. 
Put S in front of businesses or agencies which offer services. 
Put G and S if a business offers both goods and services. 

 
__________ Grocery Store 
__________ Police Officer 
__________ Postal Worker 
__________ Ice Cream Store 

       __________ Gas Station 
__________ Furniture Store 
__________ Fish Market 
__________ Doctor 
__________ Dentist 
__________ Plumber  
__________ Housekeeper 
__________ Telephone Company 
__________ Moving Company 
__________ Clothing Store 
__________ Bus Driver 
__________ School Crossing Guard 
__________ Electric Company 
__________ Hair Stylist 
__________ Construction Worker 
__________ Teacher 
__________ Florist 
__________ Restaurant  
__________ Airline Company 
__________ Landscaping Company 
__________ Babysitter 
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World War II Affects Everyone 
 
Read:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 
  ammunition  neutrality scrap 
Write: Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 

1)  What did the people of Port Chester do during World War II? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 During the 1930’s, economic, political, and social problems developed that led to 
major conflicts in Europe and Asia.  This was called World War II or the Second World War.  
The United States tried to maintain its neutrality.  On December 7, 1941, the Japanese 
attacked American air and naval forces at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  The United States declared 
war on Japan, Germany, and Italy. 

 

 Everyone was affected by the war.  Factories that once made household items began 
making tanks, airplanes, and guns.  Many factories remained open twenty-four hours a day.  
Women again went to work in factories making such things as ships, weapons, and 
ammunition.  By 1943, more than two million women were working in America’s war 
industries.  

  

 Goods and supplies were hard to get.  People gathered scrap metal, paper, and old 
tires to make war goods.  Many people had to stop using certain goods so they could be used 
for the war effort. 

 

 Each community provided men to fight in the war.  Nearly 4,000 men and women 
served while over one hundred men lost their lives.  World War II ended in 1945.  Our 
village built a World War II Honor Roll around the existing World War I Monument in 
Memorial Park at the corner of Westchester Avenue and North Regent Street to honor the 
people who served. 
                                                          
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

World War I Monument World War II Honor Roll 
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                                               *The Willow Street Eight 

 

          Lieutenant Alfonse Guardino 
            Private Dominick Cicatelli 

         Staff Sergeant John Ribuffo 
        Sergeant Joseph Porchi 

         Sergeant Daniel Liberati 
         Private Donato Mazzola 

           Private First Class Orlando Gabriele 
          Corporal Joseph Carlucci 

 
 

    Alfonse, Dominick, John, Joseph, Daniel, Donato, Orlando, and Joe all were raised on a 

tiny dead end street in Port Chester, New York.  They were all friends who played 

stickball, kick the can, and ate and congregated at Tiny’s Lunch together.  All eight 

attended Roosevelt Elementary School, Port Chester Junior High School, and graduated 

from Port Chester High School.  These eight men along with over 100 other Port Chester 

citizens gave their lives in the service of their country during World War II.  On May 24, 

1992, a plaque was erected in Memorial Park on Westchester Avenue to acknowledge the 

Willow Street Eight.   
 

 *Information on Willow Street Eight provided by Joseph Sabia. 
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 In 1985, Port Chester created a Memorial Park to honor World War II hero, William James, 
in a renovated brown stucco pump house near the Greenwich border.  James was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross posthumously in 1981 for his efforts in Belgium during the “Battle 
of the Bulge,” the last major German offensive of World War II.  James’ unit was trapped 
under German fire for 18 hours but the eighteen member army unit was able to stymie the 
enemy’s advance.  James was gravely injured when struck in the face by enemy machine gun 
fire.  He died in 1977. 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 
   Patriotic Port Chester and Rye Brook residents have served our country 
throughout history in conflicts such as The Korean War, Vietnam War, Persian 
Gulf War, Afghanistan and Iraq.  The village of Port Chester does not yet have a 
monument to honor the soldiers that have served or given their lives during The 
Gulf War and the current war, Operation Enduring Freedom. 
 
   Design a new monument that will serve as a memorial for these brave men and 
women.  Use what you observe about the designs of the other Port Chester War 
monuments and memorials to help you.  You can find the location of these 
monuments on the Port Chester Trail Map and in parks around our village.  Use 
any art materials you wish.  Your memorial can be a drawing or diorama.  You 
may work with a partner or family members to create your monument.  We will 
display them in our school. 
 

Memorial Day 
 

    Today we think of soldiers  
    who died in every war, 

  We pay respect 
   and hope and pray; 

    for peace forever more. 
  - Anonymous 
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Student Name:  _______________________ 

 
Social Studies Homework 

 

Port Chester Historical Trail 
 

Please share the information about the 
Port Chester Historical trail with your 

    family.  If possible, you can walk or drive 
     around with them to view these important 

         places in our village.  Ask your family if they 
     can tell you information or have memories 

about any historical Port Chester places. 
 

Write a paragraph about what you saw 
      and learned from your family members or 

         the trail.  Use the historic Port Chester Trail 
       information to help.  Also draw a picture of 

what you wrote about.  Have fun while 
   learning about the history of our Village! 

 
 

                      Parent’s Signature:  _______________________  
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I SEE CHANGE 
 

 
Directions:  List the changes you see. 
 

Changes in Myself     Changes in My Family 
  

1.  _____________________________          1. ____________________________ 
2.  _____________________________         2. ____________________________ 
3.  _____________________________          3. ____________________________ 

 
 

Changes in My Friends     Changes in My House 
  

1.  _____________________________          1. ____________________________ 
2.  _____________________________         2. ____________________________ 
3.  _____________________________          3. ____________________________ 
 

 
Changes in Fourth Grade     Changes in the Weather 

  

1.  _____________________________          1. ____________________________ 
2.  _____________________________         2. ____________________________ 
3.  _____________________________          3. ____________________________ 
 
 

Answer the following questions as part of a class discussion. 
 

1.   What do you think causes things to change? 
2.   How do we change? 
3.   How has your neighborhood changed? 
4.   How has Port Chester changed? 
5.   How has this change helped Port Chester? 
6.   What changes would you like to see in Port Chester?
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Make a list of changes that appear in the pictures below of King Street and Willet 
Avenue looking back under the railroad tracks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

  September 26, 1900.  16th Division Calvary 
Dedication Summerfield Methodist Church 
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___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King Street and Willet Avenue Now 
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READ:  Think about the meanings of these words as you read. 

    redevelopment   focusing   advantage   niche                                      
 

 
 

WRITE: Write the answers to the following questions as you read the information. 
 
 

1.  What is Port Chester known as today? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

2.  What are village leaders focusing on to improve Port Chester? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

3.  What are Port Chester’s greatest assets? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

     

      
    Port Chester residents and leaders worked hard to improve the community. Economic 
progress and development began to take place once again. Today, Port Chester is attracting 
commerce and industry, making additional jobs available for people. 
 
    The Industrial Development Agency of the Village of Port Chester was created in 1972.  It is  
part of the major force behind Port Chester’s economic change. It provides industrial and 
commercial opportunities, which in turn creates jobs for residents. 
 
    In 1978, the Economic Development Program began in Port Chester with the adoption of the 
Village Center Redevelopment Area Plan.  This plan was designed to bring additional jobs to 
Port Chester through industrial and commercial projects. 
 
   Port Chester has survived the hard times and is looking forward toward a brighter future.  Some 
of the older industrial buildings have been converted into office buildings.  This has helped to 
provide greater employment opportunities for Port Chester residents.   
 
   Although many industries have left Port Chester, Port Chester is turning in a new direction and 
is discovering its own special niche.  Today Port Chester is known as The Restaurant Capital of 
Westchester County.  Over 100 restaurants have made their homes in Port Chester, serving an 
international smorgasbord of cuisine ranging from Italian to Thai, South African to Brazilian, 
Chinese to Japanese, Peruvian to American.  These diverse and multi-cultural restaurants are an 
integral part of the redevelopment of our downtown as patrons from all around the county and 
even from Greenwich and Stamford, Connecticut come to Port Chester for its fine cuisine.  
These restaurants also bring jobs to Port Chester. 
 
     
 

Port Chester Moves Ahead 
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     As in the past, village leaders are focusing on the waterfront, believing that improving public access to our 
waterfront will draw additional shoppers into our downtown.  The village has improved the public marina along 
Abendroth Avenue by rebuilding the bulkhead, increasing the number of boat slips and creating a linear park along 
the waterfront. The recent opening of Costco Wholesale Club has already attracted people to shop in the 
downtown area.  The waterfront project also has plans for a fourteen screen state of the art multiplex theater, a 
Bed Bath and Beyond store, Marshalls and several other retail stores.  Our village is hoping that Port Chester 
becomes a place where families find places and products they need and enjoy.  
 

    Port Chester is moving ahead with new economic programs and is taking full advantage of its greatest assets…     

Its people and location. 
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CHANGE 

     Your neighborhood is changing. Everything changes.  People change. Stores, apartments, 
businesses, and homes change.  Port Chester has different kinds of neighborhoods.  A residential 
neighborhood has houses, apartments, or condominiums.  Commerical areas have stores, offices, 
and places of business. 
 

     An industrial area is one where people make or sell goods and services.  A recreational area is 
where people play and have fun.  (After discussing “change”, answer the questions below:) 
 

1. What do you think causes change? 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

2.  How do you change? 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________    
_________________________________________________________________ 

     

   3.  How has your neighborhood changed? 

          __________________________________________________ 
          __________________________________________________ 
          __________________________________________________ 

 

            4.  Name some ways your village has changed from its early beginnings. 

          __________________________________________________ 
          __________________________________________________ 
          __________________________________________________ 
            

5. Identify an area in Port Chester that is a: 
                     a.  Residential Neighborhood (where people live) 

                    _____________________________________________ 
                           

 b. Commercial Area (stores/businesses that sell) 
                          __________________________________________________________ 
                 

                     c.   Industrial Area (businesses that make things) 
                          __________________________________________________________ 
                           

                     d.  Recreational Area (place to have fun) 

  
 

Writing Assignment: 
     As a class, create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Port Chester then and now. 
    Write a three- paragraph essay on Port Chester then and now. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 


