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11 - Reconstruction Era
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Jim Crow Laws- 1870’s 1880’s

e Attempts by state and local governments to restrict the freedoms of African Americans after the end of the Civil
War.

e Ledto anincrease in violations of the rights of African-Americans.

e Limited the effectiveness of the 13", 14", and 15" amendments.

o Provided the legal basis for racial segregation in the late 19™ century (late 1800’s) U.S.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)- Supreme Court case that upheld the Jim Crow Laws based on the idea that the laws provided
“separate but equal” public facilities for African Americans. This was based on a narrow interpretation of the 14™
amendment. Jim Crow Laws would not be ended until the passage of the Civil Rights Act 1964.

Black Codes Ku Klux Klan - Attempted to restrict the rights of former slaves and limit the effectiveness of the 14" and
15" amendments.

Sharecropping- system of farming most common in Southern States after the Civil War. Large numbers of former slaves
earned a living by becoming sharecroppers on Southern farms, keeping them economically dependent on those farms
(they still needed the same farms to survive even though they were no longer slaves).

New South- Term that described changes in the Southern economy. Industrial development and agricultural
diversification (erowine different tvpes of crops) were encouraged.
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¢ Inthe aecades tollowing the Civil VWar, overproduction which led to lowers prices of tfarm goods, caused
economic hardship for farmers.

Carpetbaggers- Northerners who moved down South to participate in Reconstruction governments.
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What was a common goal of the 13th, 14th,
and 15th amendments to the United States
Constitution?

(1) punishing the South for seceding from the
Union

(2) granting basic rights to formerly enslaved
persons

(3) allowing the states to veto federal laws
(4) creating a “separate but equal” society
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After the Civil War, a significant cause of the

conflict between President Andrew Johnson and

the Radical Republicans in Congress was

disagreement over

(1) the plans for restoring Southern states to the
Union

(2) a proposal to repeal the Emancipation
Proclamation

(3) reduction of the army and the navy to prewar
levels

(4) congressional efforts to pay the Confederate
war debt
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After the Civil War, many owners of large

plantations in the South responded to the loss of

enslaved labor by

(1) hiring Irish immigrants to do the work of
freedmen

(2) selling their plantations to formerly enslaved
persons

(3) creating tenant farms and sharecropping

(4) paying wages to farmworkers who had
migrated from the North
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As the Civil War ended, which action was

supported by President Abraham Lincoln and the

Radical Republicans?

(1) abolishing the institution of slavery by a
constitutional amendment

(2) passing Black Codes to guarantee equality for
formerly enslaved persons

(3) putting Confederate leaders on trial for war
crimes

(4) ending the military occupation of the South
immediately
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After the Civil War, which development limited
economic opportunities for African Americans in
the South?

(1) creation of military districts

(2) establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau

(3) use of the sharecropping system

(4) ratification of the 14th amendment




image12.tmp
Literacy tests, grandfather clauses, and poll taxes
were enacted by Southern States to
( ) limit the movement of African Americans

(2) restrict the voting rights of African Americans
3) improve the social status of African Americans
)

(
(4) expand educational opportunities for African
Americans
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Black Codes were established in the South

immediately after the Civil War in an effort to

(1) integrate freedmen into American society

(2) enforce the Emancipation Proclamation

(3) expand educational opportunities

(4) limit the rights of newly freed African
Americans
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After 1877, racial segregation became widespread
in the South primarily as a result of the

(1) decline of the Ku Klux Klan

(2) activities of the Freedmen’s Bureau

(3) stationing of federal troops in the South

(4) passage of Jim Crow laws
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Which form of agriculture was created and
became dominant in the South in the decades
immediately following the Civil War?

(1) homesteading (3) ranching

(2) sharecropping (4) cooperative farming
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The “separate but equal” doctrine established by

the Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

upheld the legality of

(1) woman’s suffrage in state elections

(2) the activities of the Ku Klux Klan

(3) racial segregation in public facilities

(4) restrictions on voting rights of African
Americans
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President  Abraham  Lincolns  plan  for

Reconstruction after the Civil War included

(1) restoring the social conditions that existed
before the war began

(2) conducting trials for former Confederate
leaders

(3) destroying the economic and social power of
the Southern planters

(4) reuniting the nation as quickly as possible
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After the Civil War, freedmen in the South had
difficulty improving their economic condition
because

(1) literacy for formerly enslaved persons was
prohibited

(2) migration of factory workers from Northern
cities had created competition for jobs

(3) the federal government confiscated their 40-
acre grants

(4) the system of sharecropping kept them in a
cycle of poverty
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Which statement best describes how the status of
African Americans in the South changed soon
after the end of Reconstruction in 1877?

(1) The Supreme Court consistently supported
civil rights for African Americans.

(2) Poll taxes and literacy tests were eliminated
for African Americans.

(3) Increasing numbers of African Americans
were elected to public office.

(4) African Americans faced increasing dis-
crimination and segregation.
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The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v.
Ferguson (1896) affected African Americans by
(1) granting voting rights

(2) expanding civil rights

(3) upholding racial segregation

(4) guaranteeing equal wages
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After the Civil War, white Southern landowners
used sharecropping to

(1) set up schools to educate formerly enslaved
persons

(2) encourage freedmen to migrate north

(3) maintain a cheap labor supply

(4) sell their plantations to formerly enslaved
persons
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After the Civil War, the sharecropping system

emerged in the South primarily as a way to

(1) diversify agricultural production

(2) provide a labor supply to plantation owners

(3) give forty acres of land to freedmen

(4) guarantee economic equality for African
Americans
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Jim Crow laws passed in the South during the late

1800s were designed to

(1) support civil rights for African Americans

(2) create a system of legal segregation

(3) give free land to formerly enslaved persons

(4) compensate landowners for damage done
during the Civil War
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Which argument was used by President Abraham

Lincoln to explain his policy of leniency toward

the South after the Civil War?

(1) Most Southerners have remained loyal to the
Union during the war.

(2) Most Southerners are willing to grant equality
to formerly enslaved persons.

(3) The federal government has no authority to
punish states for secession.

(4) Healing the nation’s wounds quickly is
essential.
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In the Compromise of 1877 that ended
Reconstruction, Republicans agreed to

(1) withdraw federal troops from the South

(2) support the Black Codes

(3) award the presidency to Democrat Samuel
Tilden

(4) accept the Supreme Court decision in Dred
Scott v. Sanford
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After the Civil War, Southern state legislatures

attempted to restrict the rights of formerly

enslaved persons by

(1) passing Black Codes

(2) ratifying the 15th amendment

(3) supporting the goals of the Radical
Republicans

(4) enacting legislation to strengthen the
Freedmen’s Bureau
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Before the former Confederate states could be
readmitted to the Union, the congressional plan
for Reconstruction required them to

(1) ratify the 14th amendment

(2) imprison all former Confederate soldiers
(3) provide 40 acres of land to all freedmen
(4) help rebuild Northern industries
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In the late 1800s, southern state governments
used literacy tests, poll taxes, and grandfather
clauses to

(1) ensure that only educated individuals voted
(2) require African Americans to attend school
(3) prevent African Americans from voting

(4) integrate public facilities
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“The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude. . . .”

— 15th Amendment, Section 1, United States
Constitution, 1870

Which actions did Southern States take to keep

African Americans from exercising the rights

guaranteed in this amendment?

(1) suspending habeas corpus and denying
women the right to vote

(2) collecting poll taxes and requiring literacy
tests

(3) establishing r(—:]igi()us and property-holding
requirements for voting

(4) passing Black Codes and establishing
segregated schools
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The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v.

Ferguson (1896) had a major impact on the lives

of Afncan Americans because it ruled that

(1) segregation was illegal in educational
institutions

(2) voting was a right guaranteed by the
Constitution

(3) separate but equal public facilities were legal

(4) military occupation of the South was
unconstitutional
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In the ten years following the Civil War, a large
numbers of former slaves earned a living by
becoming

(1) conductors on the Underground Railroad

(2) workers in Northern factories

(3) sharecroppers on Southern farms

(4) gold miners in California
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Post-Civil War/ Reconstruction Era

Reconstruction Era-_Time period following the Civil War, when the Southern States were reorganized and reintegrated
back into the Union.

® Marked by the military occupation of the South, attempts to remove a President, and major constitutional
amendments.

e Withdrawal of federal troops from the South marked the end of Reconstruction in the U.S.

Lincoln’s Plan for Reconstruction-

® Primary goal was to restore Southern representation in Congress.

e The Union should be restored as quickly as possible. Which could only happen if........
® The former Confederate States are treated as if they had never actually left the Union.
® Reject the idea of harsh punishments for the South.

® Forgive the Southerners and welcome them back into the Union.
Radical Republicans-_Group of Republicans that wanted harsh punishments for the South.

® Opposed Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction because the plan offered amnesty (official forgiveness) to nearly all
Confederates who would swear allegiance to the U.S.

e Believed that Reconstruction should be used to force political and social reform in the Southern States.

® A major goal was to gain voting rights for the newly freed slaves.

* Did not want to readmit Southern States into the Union unless they ratified the 14" amendment.
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Solid South- Nick-name given to the former Confederate States after Reconstruction because they consistently
supported (voted for) the Democratic Party.
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Lincoln is Assassinated- Lincoln’s death allowed the Radical Republicans to control Reconstruction policy.
President Andrew Johnson- Takes over for Lincoln after his assassination.

® Supported Lincoln’s policy of Reconstruction- wanted to allow the Southern States to reenter the nation as
quickly as possible (wanted Southern States back in Congress).

® The Radical Republicans in Congress disagreed with Johnson about how to handle Reconstruction, which led to
the impeachment of Johnson. Johnson was officially impeached because he fired the Secretary of War, Edwin
M. Stanton, without Senate approval, but the impeachment failed and Johnson remained in office.
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Constitutional Amendments During Reconstruction13", 14", 15" were all passed during the Reconstruction Era and

showed that Federal powers could be expanded to protect the rights of minorities.
13" Amendment (1865)-Law that formally abolished slavery in the U.S.

14" Amendment-

* |Law that officially gave citizenship to African Americans and legally protected them under the Bill of Rights

and U.S. Constitution.
* Extends the protections of the Bill of Rights to include actions of state governments.
® Allowed the National Government to place more restrictions on the actions of state governments.




