
 
 

     MINUTES 
 

STEGER SCHOOL DISTRICT 194 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, March 12 2020 
At 5:00 P.M. 

Administration Center 
 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:08 p.m. by Vice President Edwards.  Members 
present:  Raymond, Page, Turner, Edwards and Sarek.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
Also present:  
Dr. David Frusher, Bruce Nieminski, Tom Aguirre, Melissa Cunha, and Michelle Weber. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The board and audience recited the Pledge of allegiance. 
 
Public Participation 
None 
 
At 5:09 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Turner to enter into 
executive session to discuss the disciplinary measures regarding the specific student. Upon 
roll call all members voting aye:  Raymond, Page, Edwards, Turner, Sarek.  Members 
voting nay: None.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
 
At 5:47 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Edwards and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to 
return to open session.  Upon roll call all members voting aye:  Raymond, Page, Edwards, 
Turner, Sarek.  Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
ACTION A. The open meeting reconvened at 6:04 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Page 
  and seconded by Mr. Sarek to return to Open Session. Upon roll call all  
  members voting aye:  Raymond, Page, Edwards, Turner, Sarek.  Members 
  voting nay: None.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
ACTION B. Student Disciplinary Action read by Vice President Edwards 
 

Case Number 19-20-04 - I move that, based upon and after the Board's consideration of the 
evidence and testimony of the expulsion hearing held on March 10, 2020, the Board of 
Education find that Student No. 19-20-04 is guilty of gross misconduct as charged by the 
District's Administration in that Student No. 19-20-04 initiated a fight in the school setting and 
engaged in physical violence towards a peer and a staff member, in violation of Board Policy 
7:190. 
 



 
 

I move that the Board of Education expel Student No. 19-20-04, but that the expulsion be held 
in abeyance and Student No. 19-20-04 be administratively transferred to an alternative school 
as determined by the District’s Administration, pursuant to Article 13A of the Illinois School 
Code.  

 
The expulsion being held in abeyance is contingent upon the student’s full participation in the 
alternative school program, including regularly attending school; complying with attendance 
policies, school rules, and any referrals for services or counseling made by the alternative 
school; and successfully completing the alternative school’s curriculum.  During the period of 
expulsion, the student may not attend dances, graduation ceremony, participate in Steger 
recreation programs that use District property, or attend any other functions on District property.  

 
Prior to considering a recommendation for expulsion, the District’s Administration attempted 
other behavioral and disciplinary interventions and determined there are no other appropriate 
and available behavioral and disciplinary interventions. The interventions previously attempted 
with the student included, but are not limited to: school wide positive behavioral interventions, 
social emotional learning opportunities, in school suspension and restorative conversations with 
administration. Removing Student No. 19-20-04 from the learning environment is in the best 
interest of the school because this student’s continued presence in school would pose a threat 
to the safety of other students, staff and members of the school community and would 
substantially disrupt, impede and interfere with the operation of the school.  
 
I move that should Student No. 19-20-04 fail to fully participate in the alternative school program 
and the alternative school refer the student back to the District, Student No. 19-20-04 shall be 
immediately expelled from Steger School District No. 194 for the remainder of the District 
Administration’s recommended expulsion duration, through the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
The duration of Student No. 19-20-04’s expulsion is appropriate based upon the egregious 
nature of the student’s conduct, that the student sought another student out, initiated and 
engaged in physical violence in the school setting, attacking a peer and injuring a staff member, 
and that there are no other appropriate behavioral or disciplinary interventions to support the 
student. 

 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Raymond as follows regarding 
Discipline Case #19-20-04. Upon roll call all members voting aye:  Raymond, Page, 
Edwards, Turner, Sarek.  Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
 
 
At 6:09 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Page.  
Upon roll call all members voting aye:  Raymond, Page, Edwards, Turner, Sarek.  Members 
voting nay: None.  Members absent: Helsel. 
 
 
 
____________________________ ___________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Education  President, Board of Education 
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