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by Daniel Laszczych

It has essentially been a 
month since the school election 
took place, but who exactly is 
our class president? This year, 
the two candidates were Kate 
Leslie Canlobo and Tatyanna 
Redillo. Through students’ 
votes, Canlobo was elected 
to be the 2017-2018 class 
president. In addition, Nathalia 
Grajales Bedoya has been 
elected vice president, with 
Leslye Aracena as secretary, and 
Vanessa Cuellar as treasurer.

Canlobo is in the 
cosmetology program and 
has been in leadership for 
about two years now. She has 
participated in various school-
wide events such as multiple 
Breast Cancer Walks, suicide 
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prevention events, and the Queens 
Voc anti-bullying day. She is 
also a member of the  volleyball, 
basketball and flag football team.

According to Canlobo, the role 
of the president is to be a leader 
to the students in the school and 
to organize events where everyone 
can be involved. Canlobo stated 
her main goal as president is to 
make the SLC classes more united. 
Canlobo believes that the shop 
classes especially the senior shop 
classes are divided and students 
only interact with other students 
in their specific SLC shop. She 
has already started to tackle this 
issue by organizing more dances 
and various events in order to 
create more opportunities where 
people from all the SLC classes 
can interact with each other.

When talking to Canlobo 
a few weeks after the election, 

    
by Jamayel Hussain

Mr. Schimenz, a retired teach-
er from Queens Vocational and 
Technical High School, has done 
tremendous work for this school 
such as teaching, coaching base-
ball, and serving as dean.  Many 
students wonder where he is now.

“On July 1, I became ex-
ecutive director of Stossel in the 
Classroom.  A month later, I was 
appointed president of the Center 
for Independent Thought, the par-
ent organization to Stossel in the 
Classroom,” stated Schimenz on 
Oct. 7.  This organization provides 
free lesson plans for the teachers 
to educate their students.  The les-
son is based on the videos that 
help students think critically about 
economics and other  important 

cafeteria is 494 people. This 
information can be found on the 
wall near the MetroCard window 
that displays this information. 
Variance is a factor we also 
have to take into consideration 
when looking at this data. The 
amount of space a person takes 
up varies from person to person

“It was very difficult to move 
around the lunchroom, and I lost 
my appetite after being in there for 
five minutes. I would compare it to 
a college fair, but at least a college 
fair is way more organized,” 
recalled Jose Mexca, a senior 
who has lunch during 6th period.

Despite all of this, the 
school administration fixed 
this issue rather quickly. By 
the end of the first full week 
of school, the cafeteria was 
well regulated and had enough 
space for everyone to sit.

The number of students  which 

by JiaChen Yang

During the first few days of 
September, the Queens Vocational 
and Technical High School 
cafeteria was overcrowded.

There were many reasons for 
this. For starters, the distribution 
of Metrocards as students were 
going up to get their lunch. This 
by itself may not be that bad, 
but when you add in students 
who aren’t supposed to be in 
the cafeteria into the equation, it 
becomes a crowded mess. These 
students were able to access the 
cafeteria even though it was not 
in their schedule. You are not 
required to scan your student ID to 
access the cafeteria during the first 
few days of school. With so many 
students in the cafeteria, it was a 
daunting task to find a spot where 
you could sit and enjoy your lunch.

The posted capacity for the 

should be in each lunch period 
as of November is as follows: 

Period 4: 312
Period 5: 315
Period 6: 369
Period 7: 133
Period 8: 162
“The lunchroom has changed 

a lot since then. The lunchroom 
is still very populated during my 
lunch period, but at least every 
person can find a seat now” 
said Mexca when asked about 
the current state of the cafeteria

Canlobo Elected as New President

Schimenz Retires After 21 Years

Overcrowding Subsides in the Cafeteria
New Bell Schedule 
Causing Tardiness?

by Linda Pardo

It’s a new school year at 
Queens Vocational and Technical 
High school, filled with new 
students, new faculty, new classes 
and new schedules.

This year all students who 
enter first period are to be in their 
classes by 7:41am, which is when 
the first bell of first period rings. 
Last year, students who had to 
be in school first period had to 
be in their class by 7:45am, four 
minutes later than the year before.

Did this new schedule create 
any differences for students? 
Jessica Leon, a senior studying 

Electrical Installation said, “For 
me the change of schedule had a 
positive effect, I have always come 
to school on time and even a few 
minutes earlier. Now I don’t have 
to wait as much.”  When asked 
about last year’s schedule, Leon 
said, “Between both schedules 
I guess I’d prefer the old one, 
because although I would come 
in earlier, it gave me time to buy 
breakfast. Four minutes sounds 
like it’s nothing but in reality they 
count a lot.” 

Darwin Mateo, a senior 
studying Business said. “Although 

continued on page  2

issues. Plenty of teachers now use 
Stossel for their lesson planning.”

“I retired,” Mr. Schimenz said, 
“because I was feeling burned out. 
I put in 21 years and while I was 
not planning to retire at 55 years 
old (the earliest I could retire), last 
year I was feeling rundown.”

“Perhaps it was the long days. 
I would come in between 6:00 and 
6:15am. each morning, and often 
stayed until 7:00 or 8:00pm. I 
never really sat around talking and 
rarely went to the faculty room. 
Between the school newspaper, 
baseball team, school leadership 
team, career day, I always felt as 
though there was a lot of work. Al-
though that contributed to the feel-
ing I was burning out, I wouldn’t 
have done anything. I took pride 
in my work. Would I have
done less work to prevent my-

 self from burning out? No.”
Schimenz ran the school news-

paper while also serving as head 
coach of the baseball teamfor al-
most 20 years. Evidence of his 
presence at the school hangs on 
the walls of the gym and in the 
hallways around the school.

 

QV’s 2017-2018 senior officers show off their school pride on “Retro Day.”
(left to right) VP Grajales Bedoya, President Canlobo, Treasurer Cuellar, and Secretary Aracena

QV thanks Mr. Schimenz for 
all he did while he was here.
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continued from front page 

“It is very difficult to make 
changes to student schedules at 
the start of the school year. Every 
single student in the building has 
a list of very specific courses 
to take, so our first priority is 
making sure that those needs are 
met” said Mr. MacDonald, the 
Program Chairperson.

Timely schedule changes 
and mandatory ID scans before 
entering the cafeteria emptied 
the cafeteria and really turned 
the lunchroom into what it was 
meant to be, a place for students 
to eat their lunch, relax, or do 
their homework.

Lunch Rooms

continued from front page
she said that being class president 
is a huge responsibility but she 
feels great about everything she 
and her fellow officers have 
planned for the upcoming class of 
2018.

Redillo commented, “I think 
she qualifies well for the position 
and she’s compassionate about it.” 

Canlobo stated. “Running 
for president isn’t having all the 
‘power’ in the school but to be 
a good influence and leader that 
many students, especially younger 
students look up to.”

Bell 
Schedule

continued from front page
 
the old schedule was 

convenient for me because I live 
far from the school, now as a 
senior I get to come out earlier 
even though I have to wake up a 
bit more early.”

The new bell schedule at 
Queens Voc may create certain 
problems to those who live far 
from the school. Those who 
have made a habit of coming out 
of their house at a certain time 
to make it to school with a few 
minutes to spare, now have to 
wake up earlier. Sometimes those 
who live far away may also face 
traffic or delays making them 
late to school. It is convenient for 
others who don’t have a problem 
with train delays or traffic because 
they are within close range of the 
school.

Queens Voc 
Making 
Strides

QV shows their flag at the Breast Cancer Walk in Flushing

able to earn 9,276 dollars in 
donations. Mr. Vega says

“Queens Voc reached a high 
goal last year, and this year 

I hope we earn at least 5,000 
dollars, because I don’t want 
to put pressure on students on 
earning a large amount like last 
year” Mr. Vega also mentions 
how he always looks forward 
in participating every year and 
how it is a good way to serve the 
community that brings many 
people together.

Although there have been 
many new volunteers willing to 
gather donations for the Breast 
Cancer Walk, there is more 
room for even more Queens Voc 
students to participate if there 
wasn’t a misconception about 
who could join. Mr. Vega says 
that many of the under classmen 
believe that only seniors can 
join the Breast Cancer Walk, but 
that’s incorrect.

“Any student could join 
even if they are a freshman, 
sophomore, or junior, I welcome 
everyone to participate” said 
Mr. Vega.

The Breast Cancer Walk has 
grown to be a major event every 
school year at Queens Voc since 
so many students get involved 
in the community. The money 
that is donated is appreciated 
by Mr. Vega and the students, 
since everything counts towards 
reaching this year’s goal. The 
amount of money that Queens 
Voc earns shows how involved 
the students are and their 
efforts. Many have asked for 
people’s donations and also 
many used their social media 
as well to inform everyone 
about this event. At the end the 
money gathered by Queens Voc 
is donated for a major cause that 
affects many women.

Teenage 
Workers

by Isis Flores

There are a multitude of 
high school students that have 
managed to learn how to equally 
and successfully distribute their 
focus between a job and school.

High school students are 
generally seen as children or 
young adults, since they are 
transitioning and preparing for 
the real world.

However, according to the 
U.S. Census, “1 in 4 high school 
students, age 16 and older, 
work.” That is equivalent to 3 
million workers nationwide.

According to newsok.com, 
“Sometimes they like getting 
money and they’ll take more 
hours. They’ll fall behind in 
school,” 

Ms. Ydaline Bautista, the 
guidance counselor for SES said. 
“The lower grades that have a full 
schedule plus a job are struggling 
a little bit.” She also states that if 
a student is struggling in school, 
school should be the priority. “If 
you finish your education then 
you’ll have a better chance in 

life.  Education is key.”
Aston Gray, senior, Brian 

Martinez, senior, and Cristian 
Perez, freshman, are all working 
students at Queens Voc and agreed 
that they could be doing better in 
school than they currently are, if 
they weren’t working.

Christian Moreno said he 
received more money for working 
extra hours, but those hours caused 
him to skip, then fail his science 
class last year, leaving him with a 
longer schedule this year.

Many students work for some 
extra cash, but there are others 
that do it to pay bills. That is the 
case with Moreno, a sophomore at 
Queens Voc. He began working at 
the age of fourteen in order to help 
his mother pay for rent.

by Jennifer Tamay

For many years, Queens 
Vocational has upheld a 
tradition of participating in the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Walk. at Flushing Meadows 
Park. 

The event is host to many 
individual participants and 
schools from all over Queens.

The Susan G. Komen 
Foundation is one of the 
largest funded breast cancer 
organizations in the United 
States. 

Since 1982, the foundation 
has funded more than $920 
million in cancer research and 
more than $2 billion in medical 
care, community, psychosocial 
support, and education. 

The foundation serves 
millions of people not only 
in the U.S but also in over 60 
other countries.

Queens Voc has participated 
in the Breast Cancer Walk since 
2003. 

According to Mr. Vega, 
the senior adviser and Breast 
Cancer Walk organizer “in the 
year 2003, only about a dozen 
students participated.” Since 
then there has been an increase 
of student and teacher, this year 
about 100 are participating for 
the 2017 Breast Cancer Walk.

It is noticeable how the 
Breast Cancer Walk is growing 
to be a main event during the 
school year.

Last year, Queens Voc was 

Although it was said 
“working long hours can also 
limit opportunities to build 
friendships and explore interests 
that enhance intellectual and 
emotional development.” Perez, 
Martinez, and Moreno all said 
they still had time between 
school and and work to hang 
out with friends. Gray even 
said “ I am always doing extra 
curricular activities while also 
doing casual things.” It was said 
that “working teaches students 
about responsibility,” and yes 
Christian Moreno said he feels 
more independent at work 
because his coworkers don’t see 
him as a teenager “they see me 
as someone who cares for his 
family and has responsibilities.” 

Juan Prieto, a senior, manages both school and work at the 
NYU Tandon School of Engineering.

Barbering Picture

by Zuhayer Hussain

Ms. Crosbie, a Cosmetology 
teacher at Queens Vocational 
& Technical High School, 
explains the environment and the 
commitment it takes to teach the 
new Barbering shop this year.

Since it is a new shop, she faces 
a few unexpected challenges.

There is a lack of space for 
stations that is needed for the 
class. Texts are also needed for the 
class to run more smoothly. 

Ms. Crosbie says that she 
feels pressure when it comes 
to teaching barbering for her 
first time, especially while also 
teaching the first class of students 
to take the course.

She says “her goal is to make 
sure that her students are at a 
certain level where they pass the 
average standards.”

Teaching Barbering has taken a 
heavy toll on her love for teaching 
Cosmetology. Crosbie says the 
new class takes valuable time out 
of her schedule for Cosmetology 
planning. 

However, when it comes to 
working with her students, she 
enjoys watching them work hard 
and participate  during the class.

Ms. Crosbie states that the 
students are coachable as long 
as they are willing to accept 
constructive criticism.

Crosbie says it’s too early 
to judge whether her students 
are capable enough to take the 
initiative in the workplace or 
during class in general because 
the students are still adjusting to 
the new coursework.

Queens Voc has brought 
barbering to the school to offer 
a balance for the male students 
because the Cosmetology track 
has mainly attracted women. 

Over the course of the year, 
students will be required to 
complete 500 in-class hours, 
which is only half the hours that 
Cosmetology students will need 
to complete their course. After the 
500 hours are complete, students 
receive a “Master Barbering” 
license and are allowed to seek 
internships during  senior year.

Barbering Cuts Into
Crosbie’s Time

Ms. Crosbie demonstrates proper hair cutting techniques.
Introducing  your new senior 

class President Kate Canlobo.

Canlobo Elected
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By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be behind 
us and winter recess will be close at hand!  The new 
year brings with it joy for many as we celebrate with 
family and friends.  The excitement of a new start or a 
clean slate lends itself to New Year’s Resolutions and 
promises to better ourselves.  At least once a year, it 
is important to evaluate where you are and where you 
want to go-not in a physical sense, but in terms of your 
goals.  So if you’ve never done a “goal-check” before, 
ask yourself:
 
1.      Am I where I expected to be at this point in my 
life?
·        If not, why? How can I get myself back on track?  
What is my time frame for doing so?
·        If so, why?  How did I get here?  If I know how I 
got to my goal, I’m better able to repeat the process.

2.      Where do I want to go next?
·        Why?
·        How do I get there?
·        What is my time frame?
 
These simple questions and their truthful answers will 
help you reach your goals!
 
Happy holidays and have a great 2018!

Melissa Burg

Did you know? 
You don’t have to be in journalism to 
write for the school newspaper. See 

Mr. Bahrenburg in room 417 if you’re 
interested.

Letter from the 
Advisor

The last few months have been intense.  
I’ll be honest, when Mr. Schimenz asked if I was in-

terested in taking over both teaching Journalism and the 
creation of the newspaper, I jumped at the chance, but had 
no real idea how much extra work was actually going to 
be needed in order to produce something I feel he would 
be proud of. 

In these first two marking periods, I have focused an 
enormous amount of time and effort into learning and 
working with InDesign, the software used for newspaper 
layout.  For someone who is not tech savvy whatsoever, 
I believe my knowledge of how computers function has 
probably doubled. 

Additionally, I have brushed up on grammar skills 
which were long ago shelved.  I’ve learned many new 
grammatical rules that I didn’t know existed.  I’ve bought 
books, used google, and either called or e-mailed Mr. 
Schimenz almost daily with the most detailed questions. 

Yet, everything that I have done is nothing in compari-
son with the effort and commitment many of my journal-
ism students have put in to this first issue. 

I watched as over thirty articles of completely varied 
natures were planned, designed, developed and grew.  I’ve 
witnessed students work tirelessly on creating something 
that they want to show to the entire student body.  I’ve sat, 
scratching my head, ready to toss my computer out the 
window, as some of my more patient students have taken 
time to show me that computers can be our friends, not our 
enemies. 

This is one of the most difficult things I have done in 
my life.  And it’s something that I am immensely proud of.  
I believe many of my students are proud too.  I hope you 
enjoy our first issue of the Queens Voc Voice for the school 
year of 2017-2018.  It’s small, but it’s well loved, almost 
to the point of obsession, and only foreshadowing of the 
things that are going to be coming your way. 

Mr. Bahrenburg

“Miscommunication” by Justin Yulo

“Cat Zentangle” by Kimberly Astudillo



     

 

by Aggelos Varvatsoulis

“Being on the robotics team 
helped me discover what type of 
engineering I wanted to pursue,” 
stated Said Elsanhoury, a senior 
at Queens Vocational and Techni-
cal High School. “I developed an 
interest in electronics through one 
of the subteams and being on the 
team helped me find a pathway to 
pursue electrical engineering.” 

The Robotigers is the name of 
the Queens Vocs robotics team. 30 
students run the team, and with 
the help of their mentors, build a 
robot that participates in FIRST            
Robotics Competitions.

The team is split up into         
multiple subteams. Each team has 
their own point of focus when it 
comes to constructing the robot. 
The four main subteams are the 
electronics, fabrication, CAD 
(computer-aided design), and 
programming teams. Every sub-
team has a designated mentor that 
teaches the students skills they’ll 
need to fulfill their task.

Every team has a different role. 
The Electronics team wires up the 
robot. Fabrication is in charge of 
building the robot’s frame and 
other components. For example, 
the shoot on the side of the robot. 
The programmers are responsible 
for making the robot move in both 
an autonomous and manually op-
erated period of the match. Before 
any of this, the CAD team makes 
a prototype on the computer to 
test out and see how the robot will 
function without having to build 

Student Artists Drawing            
Attention Around QV
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Introducing Your QV Robotigers

    
by Dyeana Soriano

For a few years, Queens   Voca-
tional and Technical High School 
has offered Advanced Placement 
Courses to students, grades nine 
to twelve. In 2017, Queens Voc 
added three new courses: AP Stu-
dio Art, Culculus BC, and Spanish 
Language and Culture.

Many high schools in the    
United States offer AP testing. The 
College Board allows any student 
to take any examination they want 
to, regardless of their participation 
of the course itself.

Created by the College Board,  
and used in The United States and 
Canada, Advanced Placement 
(AP) is an alternative to testing 
that offers college-level cours-
es and examinations to all high 
school students. Colleges and uni-
versities may grant placement and 
credit to students who obtain high 
scores on these examinations.

     Manmeet Kaur, a senior, 
said “I took AP Calculus BC be-
cause I wanted to challenge my-
self and have an idea and concept 
of what will be taught later in col-
lege.”

     “I took Physics,” said Nu-
reen Khan, another senior student 
who’s taking AP Physics, “for the 
credits it was giving. And it will 
look good in my transcript.”

     Another student Jamima, 
who said “There are many reasons   
beyond just the credit, I won’t 
have to pay for it in college.”     

Brand New AP Courses Being Offerred 
“I’m interested in computer 

science and Calculus BC is a re-
quirement in order to get my col-
lege degree,” said Jose Santos, a 
senior taking AP Calculus BC.

The AP Psycology teacher, 
Ms. DeCarlo, has been teaching 
for nine years and says that she 
was scared at first to begin teach-
ing an AP course but she wanted 
to challenge herself.

DeCarlo has to manage her 
time with teaching both her global 
class and AP Psychology class. 
Not only is she spending late night 
planning, but also weekend as 
well. She said “I don’t sleep. It’s 
very difficult and I sometimes re-
search how other teachers teach 
their class because I’ve had to 
give up my personal time and say 
no to weekend events in order to 
have everything ready to teach my 
students the next day.”

The AP For All Initiative states 
that “research shows that students 
who take AP courses and exams 
are more likely to graduate col-
lege on time; the gains are great-
est for low-income students and 
students of color. However, nearly 
40,000 New York City high school 
students are enrolled in schools 
that do not offer any AP courses 
today.”

Additionally, AP For All also 
said “New AP courses and pre-
paratory courses will start in 
fall 2016, with 75%  percent  of 
schools offered at least five AP 
classes by fall 2018. By fall 2021, 
all students at all high schools will 

have access to a slate of at least 
five AP classes.”

Many students from ranging 
freshmen to seniors can take AP  
courses. It can be very beneficial 
but at the same time it can have at 
least one disadvantage. 

A former senior student last 
year decided to take AP US Gov-
ernment and Politics because she 
loves learning about the facts and 
events that have happened in his-
tory but that caused her to focus 
more on her AP class and not ob-
tain her certification for her shop 
class.

Another advantage about tak-
ing an AP course in high school 
is that each exam is free the first 
try and only $92 on the second 
attempt. A full college course 
can cost almost $500. Accord-
ing to Careers In Psychology.org 
“the average enrollment cost for a 
full-time student in New York for 
2013-14 can range from $19,757 
for an in-state student to $47,055 
for private school.”

However, if a student is taking 
multiple AP classes, that cost will 
add up. The cost can put addition-
al pressure on the student taking it 
because if the student fails, they 
don’t get their money back.

Some advice Ms. DeCarlo 
gives the students who are strug-
gling in their current AP class is 
that it’s not supposed to be easy 
and anything in life that is worth 
fighting for you have to keep 
working hard for it. She says “it 
will all be worth it at the end.”

    

In Queens Vocational, there 
is a population of 1,562 students.  
With a population of students that 
large, comes the a wide variety of 
ideas and talents. These skills can 
be expressed in different ways 
such as music, poetry, and even 
in art.

Here in Queens Voc, there are 
students who use their talents to 
create pieces of art in order to ex-
press themselves.

Logan Sanchez, a senior in 
the Graphic Arts program is in-
fluenced by the art of tattoos.         
Sanchez has stated that he has 
been drawing almost every day 
sketching stick figures to skulls.

He is inspired by two tattoo 
artists in particular, Angelo Par-
ente and Megan Massacre because 
their art catches Logan’s eye.

Sanchez states that a career in 
art is intimidating because of the 
many other artists competing to 
see who is the most creative and 
skilled.

Malik Bolden, another senior 
in the Graphic Arts program, 
shows his work through sculpt-
ing and photo editing.

He has stated that he does not 
prefer drawing because he finds 
it “difficult to work on a flat sur-
face.”

Malik finds his own way to 
express himself through physi-
cally sculpting his work.

Malik looks up to the art-
ist Stefan Sagmeister because 
of “the way he views life and 
turns his visions into reality so 
the viewer can observe the crazy, 
beautiful things that goes on in 
his head.”

On the question of pursu-
ing Art as a career, Malik stated 
“the reason art and design is one 
of my major careers is because 
it’s one of my strengths in life 
so I would do a better job in my 
field of work than just to adapt to 
something I have no experience 
in.”

Sanchez says his inspiration for this piece is the saying 
“to live life like it’s your last day.”

by Justin Yulo

Stephanie Cantos, a senior in 
the Graphic Arts program, dis-
plays her handiwork through 
sketches.

Cantos currently draws at least 
once a week and she says, “When 
I was younger, it used to be every 
day, even during class.”

She takes inspiration for 
her sketches from animated fig-
ures and real life, her art style                 
occasionally changes and is still in 
development.

When asked about pursuing a 
career in art, Stephanie said, “Art 
is considered to be very competi-
tive, so I feel a little uneasy at 
times about having it as a career, 
but I would love to be able to im-
plement my skills into that field of 
work since it is something I enjoy 
doing.”

“Drawing at its best is not what your eyes see, but what 
our minds understand,” says Cantos, when asked what 

inspired her piece: “Enigma.”

actual prototypes, which would be 
a waste of money.

The game changes every 
year. The organization that hosts 
these competitions, FIRST ( For 
Inspiration and Recognition in 
Science and Technology) comes 
up with a new theme each year 
to surprise the teams, present a 
new challenge, and keep things 
fresh. 2016’s challenge was called 
FIRST Stronghold, it was about 
“sieging” a tower with boulders.

The team is guided by five se-
nior mentors: Anthony Ali, Peter 
Beninati, Brian Green, Marlon Es-
guerra, and Nicole Napiorkowski. 
Mr. Ali runs the mechanical sub-
team with Mr. Beninati, who also 
helps run things on the adminis-
trative end. Mr. Green is in charge 
of the electronics subteam. Mr. 
Esguerra guides the programmers, 
and Ms. Napiorkowski is the 
match analyst mentor.

     The team always strives for 
success with varying results over 
the years. Queens Voc has won 

the 2009, 2012, 2013, and 2015 
regionals. Apart from that, there 
are other awards to win, such as 
the Chairman’s Award which is 
given based on the community 
outreach completed to help pro-
mote STEM and teach more peo-
ple about the wonders of being in 
a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) 
field. In 2016, Queens Voc won 
it’s first ever Chairman’s Award 
and travelled to the World Cham-
pionship in St. Louis, Missouri. 
During the next season, the team-
made it to the Einstein division 
where all of the best teams get 
to play. To get there, teams must 
win one of eight qualifying divi-
sions.

Every year, Queens Voc is 
proud to showcase its newest cre-
ation at regionals with its most 
recent being “Sir Brutal Kanga-
roo.” Weighing in at 118.5 lbs, 
this robot took the school to the 
highest level of play where it 
placed fourth in the world.

Bolden created this image 
using the editing software 

called Photoshop.

Sir Brutal Kangaroo waits for his next task.
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Get Lost 
in the 

Library
By Manmeet Kaur

There’s a place in Queens 
Voc that has hidden adventure, 
mystery, fantasy, and horror.   Mrs. 
Lewis, the school librarian, started 
Book Club in the library.  “It was 
completely my idea, I wanted to 
encourage students to read books”, 
said Mrs. Lewis.  Book Club first 
started in 2011.  Mrs. Lewis said 
the first book read in the club was 
The Hunger Games by Suzanne 
Collins.  Later, the students got to 
watch the movie in theaters.  

     Michell Trujillo, a student 
of Queens Voc, has joined Book 
Club for the second time as a 
senior.  Michell joined Book 
Club because of two reasons.  “I 
used to love to read books when I 
was younger, and I wanted to get 

back to it and the second reason 
was because my friends were 
joining so like, hey why not”  said 
Michell.

Students can apply during 
the beginning of each semester 
by filling out an application, 
available in the library.  For 
students who have already joined, 
they are automatically reenrolled.  
The maximum number of students 
to join is 30.

“In  the  beginning I had 
students to read the entire book, 
we met once a month but it never 
worked out.  Students wanted to 
meet more often,” states Lewis.  
Now, when reading a book, 
students must read up to a specific 
page that ends a preselected 
chapter.  The club meets every 
other every week on Fridays during 
their lunch period.  They discuss 
their thoughts and opinions on the 
book.  Ms. Lewis wants students 
to be honest as possible because 
she didn’t write the book.  So she 
won’t get offended and is willing 
to hear feelings being expressed. 

In 2015, the library was redone 
and planned more efficiently.  “It 
wasn’t hard to keep organized 
because many Book Club 

members enhanced the renovation 
process. Students helped move 
things around.”  

“The number of students that 
are interested in Book Club has 
increased,” states Lewis.   She 
talked about the beginning of 
Book Club she had to ask students 
that were always visiting the 
library to join.   

When joining Book Club, you 
have to take out of your day to 
actually read the book.  Some find 
it hard or easy to manage time.  
For Michell, she felt it sometimes 
hard, because she had projects or a 
lot of homework due the next day, 
which could lead to not reading 
the book.  However, if students 
are behind, they still have time to 
catch up next week.  

Every student had at least one 
of their favorite books read last 
year.  Michell’s favorite was A 
Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, 
because “It related to my life a lot.”  
Book club has affected Michell’s 
life by helping her make closer 
friendships.  Michell participated 
two years in a row since, “I had a 
lot of fun and wanted to spend my 
last year there.” 

Majority of the members of 

 

 

by Shusei Naito

In Queens Vocational, it is 
a tradition for seniors to pull a 
prank at the end of every school 
year to mark their milestone of 
completing high school. Seniors 
want to commemorate the 
completion of high school by 
leaving an imprint in the school, 
so they pull senior pranks.

Throughout each school year, 
there has been different pranks for 
each year. For the past few years, 
seniors have used smoke bombs 
which would explode in the halls, 
stink bombs, and even releasing 
insects and animals.

The seniors in Queens 

Vocational use every resource to 
pull these pranks. The seniors who 
pull off the prank always have a 
laugh about it. Some students 
and teachers enjoy the concept 
of having a senior prank at the 
end of the school year. Justin 
Yulo, a senior in Queens Voc, 
says, “Senior prank is a staple 
throughout high school, in general, 
and I don’t mind it really.” Many 
students in QV love senior pranks 
because it is a day where they get 
to do nothing.

However, some faculty 
members do not like senior pranks. 
Some think that senior pranks are 
a distraction in school due to the 
fact that the school has to evacuate. 
For example, deans dislike senior 
pranks because it is dangerous 
and can harm students. The 
faculty members are responsible 
to take care of the students and if 
something occurs, they are held 
accountable. The school has to 
stay outside for about one to three 
hours depending on how long the 
fire department and police take to 
show up and how bad the senior 
prank is. 

At the end of the year, teachers 
need to go over and review all 
the material needed for students 
to pass the regents and the SAT. 
However, some teachers support 
senior pranks. For instance, 
Ms.Dimech, a math teacher in QV, 
says, “Seniors  pranks  are  not 
good enough. They can do better 
pranks if they wanted to.”

Although some seniors enjoy 
the pranks, there are always 
consequences. The students who 
are held accountable for the senior 
pranks are punished and some are 
even held by police. The deans 
punish the students by either 
suspending their graduation or 
denying them privileges to go to 
prom.

Senior pranks have been a 
major contribution into high 
school society  since they are 
a tradition now in all schools. 
Seniors will always continue this 
tradition and the trend will never 
die out.

Appreciating 
the 

Queens Voc 
Newspaper

by Frank Jr. Macapagal

Every year, Queens Vocational 
and Technical High School, 
releases its newspaper to the 
students and teachers of the 
school. Many people just throw 
it away or ignore it, not knowing 
how much effort and money is put 
in it every year. 

In past years when Mr. 
Schimenz, a retired Queens 
Voc teacher, was in charge 
of the Journalism class, the 
Queens Voc newspaper entered 
different contests. “We entered 
the American Scholastic Press 
Association contest each year” 
said Schimenz, “They rate by 
school size. We used to come in 
first place with special merit once 
or twice and second place when 
we didn’t make the first place 
category.” 

Vocational Voice received 
multiple 1st and 2nd place awards 
for their outstanding newspaper. 
“We won a few awards from 
the New York Scholastic Press 
Association and Baruch College 
for second place. I ran NYSCPA 
for a few years, and although 
we came in second place in that 
contest once, they didn’t have a 
rubric and we never knew their 
grading scale which is not the 
way to run a contest. It was very 
subjective. Moreover, they wanted 
to see a lot of kids’ opinions in the 
paper  rather than see the kids learn 
how to report factual stories.”

QV 
Bathrooms at 
their Worst

by Kelly Villanueva

At Queens Vocational and 
Technical High School, the 
bathrooms have always been a 
constant problem, affecting both 
students and administration. 

There are approximately 
1,500 students attending this high 
school. On a day to day basis, 
only the first floor bathrooms 
are open. Most of these students 
are enrolled in a trade, which are 
located on the third and fourth 
floors. Mr. Alikakos, one of the 
assistant principals, stated that the 
bathrooms available for general 
students are the ones in the first 
and second floors. Second floor 
bathrooms are supposed to be 
open during lunch periods, but 
according to students, that is not 
the case. “Going to the bathroom 
during lunch periods are the 
worse, it’s too overcrowded and 
there’s always a line”, said Linda 
Sahin, a current senior. 

The third floor bathrooms 
are supposed to be used for 
cosmetology students, and 
the fourth floor bathrooms are 
supposed to be used by plumbing 
and electrical installation 
students. Frankly, that is also 

Picture of bathroom, or lines 
outside it at lunchtime?

not the case. Only plumbing 
students use their own bathroom. 
“Leaving class to go all the way 
to the first floor wastes time that 
I could be using to finish my 
jobs” stated Lesley Astudillo, a 
cosmetology student. The lines 
in the first floor bathrooms make 
it hard for students to leave 
fast. Freshmen to seniors have 
had the same complaints: “No 
soap, no toilet paper”,”Students 
who cut class are always in the 
bathrooms”,“They’re basically 
dirty”, “Toilets are clogged up”, 
“It smells like cigarettes”. Over 
the years there have been many 
incidents in the bathrooms such  
as vandalism, broken mirrors, 
graffiti and smoking, “That’s what 
caused us to start limiting”, said 
Mr. Alikakos. 

There is a fraction of students 
who just want to go to the 
bathroom and go back to class and 
It’s a small portion of students who 
don’t care about getting to class or 
taking care of the only bathroom 
they have. Although, having only 
two bathrooms open for the whole 
school seems unreasonable and 
unfair, the students of QV want to 
cooperate and suggest that having 
staff outside the bathrooms to keep 
log of the people going in will 
help maintain cleaner and more 
smoother running bathrooms.

Be that as it may, should high 
school students be entitled to a 
clean, functional bathroom or 
should they face the consequences 
from others?

Book Club are seniors.  A piece 
of advice that Michell gives “If 
you really want to join then do it, 
don’t care what other people think 
because to be honest you will 
miss out a lot if you don’t join.  
Especially if it is something you 
really love to do.”  Taking written 
and verbal quizzes, discussion of 
the reading section, eating snacks, 
real world situations, designing 
sweaters, creative writing, art 
work, fundraising for charity, 
students voting on a book, and 
movie trips, are all activities that 
could be witnessed in a Friday 
Book Club.  

Mrs. Lewis is a mother of 
two kids.  She says, “It allows 
me to understand situation from 
younger points of view to apply 
on my own kids.” Since she gets 
to hear the students tell their own 
perspective on how they would 
handle if the book’s real world 
situation occurred to them.   The 
club takes discussion to a personal 
level “what happens in Book Club 
stays in Book Club.”  

 A Deeper 
Look into 

Senior 
Pranks 

Live photo shown on CBS showing QV students evacuating the 
building during last years senior prank.

In the bathrooms, it seems students put paper towels anywhere but 
in the trash.

Like what we’ve done with the 
newspaper?

Think we can do something better?
Write and tell us.

Sign your letter and put it in Mr. 
Bahrenburg’s mailbox

in the main office or e-mail us at
JBahrenburg@schools.nyc.gov.
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by Jessenia Bermejo

A bombing occurred on 
a London Underground train 
September 15, that left countless 
people injured. London’s 
Metropolitan police say that it was 
a terrorist attack.

The bomb was wrapped in a 
grocery bag concealed in a bucket 
and exploded at 8:20am that left 
29 people injured. No one was 
killed. “The bomb exploded just 
after the train drew into Parsons 
Green, an elevated station in a 
quiet and affluent part of West 
London,” CNN states.

Those close to the blast only 
recieved minor injuries, including 
small burns that were not life 
threatening. Most people ended 
up injured due to the panic which 
caused a stampede that led to 
haring each other while trying to 

Terror Attacks Worldwide, Fear Rises

The Future is 
Now

by Raymond Quiroz

On October 10th, Queens Voc 
hosted their annual college fair 
in the cafeteria from 5:30pm to 
7:30pm. There was an estimated 
400 people in attendance.

At this event students and 
parents were invited to meet with 
representatives from numerous 
colleges and other post-secondary 
institutions. These colleges 
included Stony Brook, John Jay, 

Hunter, Buffalo, Albany, St. 
Joseph’s, and many more. The 
Navy and the Marines were also 
present. 

As it stands, Queens Voc has a 
graduation rate of 81%, according 
to a 2016 study by the NYSED.
Many students will be looking 
towards institutes of their interest 
for their future.

Along with the college 
applications for both SUNY, 
CUNY and private universities, 
students are encouraged to submit 
a FAFSA (Free Application for 
Student Aid) and TAP (Tuition 
Assistance Program) application 
to determine the financial aid that 

leave the train quickly.
Metropolitan police state that 

it’s terrorism. CNN also stated 
the following: “It was the fifth 
terrorist attack in Britain this 
year and the first to hit London 
at its most vulnerable point, mass 
transit, since the 2005 bombings 
that killed 52.” 

Two suspects have been 
brought into custody. One suspect 
is an 18-year old Iraqi orphan and 
the other is a 21-year old from Syria. 
    The investigation is ongoing. 
London police feel that there are 
more people involved. 

Metropolitan police and the 
city’s residents hope for more 
security and safety.

This event is only one of many 
that have occurred this year in 
London. Other attacks include 
vehicle attacks at Westminster 

by Jose Mexca
 

   The Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, also known 
as DACA, is a program created by 
former president President Barack 
Obama in 2012. Recently, it has 
become a controversial topic. On 
September 5th, the DACA policy 
was rescinded by the Trump 
administration.

Most recently, U.S President 
Donald Trump, along with 
the Department of Homeland 
Security, made the decision to 
postpone DACA’s fate for up to 
six months.

DACA has helped thousands 
of undocumented immigrants  by 
granting them benefits, such as 
work permits or protection from 
deportation.

Anyone who requested DACA 
support must have been under the 
age of 31 on June 15, 2012. They 
also must be 15 years old or older 

to request aid.
According to the website 

InsideSchools.com, Queens 
Vocational has approximately a 
78% Hispanic population. These 
Hispanic students might benefit 
from DACA and are now unsure 
whether or not DACA will still be 
available for them.

DACA aids immigrants 
by giving them a chance to 
better their lives. The DACA  
policy gives these immigrants, 
called,“Dreamers” a chance to 
stay in the U.S to study or work  
as long as they meet certain 
requirements.

According to the U.S 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services applicants for DACA 
must “have not been convicted 
of a felony, significant 
misdemeanors, or three or more 
other misdemeanors, and do not 
otherwise pose a threat to national 
security or public safety.”

Another requirement to receive 
DACA benefits is education. As 
stated by the USCIS, applicants 
must “currently be in school, have 
graduated or obtained a certificate 
of completion from high school, 
have obtained a general education 
development (GED) certificate, 
or are an honorably discharged 
veteran of the Coast Guard or 
Armed Forces.”

The “Dreamers” approved 
for the program are given a work 
permit along with protection from 
deportation for up to two years, 
Both benefits can be renewed.

According to an article by 
Jens Krogstad, nearly 800,000 
young, unauthorized immigrants 
were saved from deportation with 
DACA.

The immigrants protected by 
DACA are at risk of losing these 
benefits if the decision made by 
President Trump is to remove 
DACA completely.

Rescuers and paramedics are seen on location in London
(photo courtesy of the Daily Star)

Bridge and a bombing outside 
an Ariana Grande concert in 
Manchester leaving 59 people 
injured. 

London isn’t the only place 
with attacks like these.  Terror has 
struck in New York City as well 
including a crash at Times Square. 

A man appearing to be 
intoxicated drove his car the 
wrong way up a street on the West 
side of 7th Avenue at 42nd Street 
and struck several pedestrians 
before crashing at the Northwest 
corner of 45th Street in Times 
Square. At least one person was 
dead and more than 20 people 
were injured. 

Richard Rojas was charged 
with one count of murder in the 
second-degree.

This does not only include 
London itself but even our area, 
New York City. Based on the 
attacks that we hear on the news, 
it brings people to have fear and 
be on the lookout for themselves 
and their loved ones. Anything 
could happen. It’s getting harder 
to trust the world outside of our 
doors because of the terrorist 
attacks that happen and other 
attacks involving the deaths of 
many people. 

People are afraid. No one 
should be afraid to take a walk at a 
park, see a movie, go to a concert 
or take a ride in the train to get to 
work. Hopefully actions can be 
made to protect the people and 
have a more secure world.       

‘Dreamers’ Dream of Better Days

they are eligible for.
Ms. Karabelas, the college 

advisor, urges that seniors have 
their college applications, essays 
and letters of recommendations 
completed before the Holiday 
break. 

Applicants will start to receive 
decisions from February to April.

Senior families had the 
exclusive opportunity to register 
for one-on- one financial help 
with Ms. Karabelas. Sessions will 
take place on Saturday, November 
4th.  If anyone missed out, 
Sunnyside Community Services 
offers college advisement from 
4:30pm-7:30pm in room 219.

Overall, the common questions 
given to representatives were: 

What are the SAT and GPA 
requirements to enter that college?

Does the college offer a 
certain major? 

What are the costs for 
attending that institution? 

What activities are offered at 
that college?

Students without the required 
grades and extracurricular 
activities are still encouraged to 
apply through Equal Opportunity 
(EOP) for SUNY, and SEEK or 
College Discovery for CUNY.

Through these support 
programs, the SAT, ACT and GPA 
requirements are lower.

Alternatively, students are 
encouraged to retake any SAT, 
ACT to boost their chances of 
entering their desired colleges. 
Each student is provided with a 

Students from all grades were seen at the QV College Fair
maximum of three fee waivers, 

so make it count!
Senior, Frank Jr Macapagal 

is interested in pursuing a career 
in Sports Broadcasting, which 
falls under a journalism major at 
Queens College. He discovered 
that he can earn a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism at Queens 
College in four years.

College is not the only option 
after high school, for some 
students entering into branches of 
the military is an interesting and 
viable option. 

Senior Ravindra Singh asked 
“Is it possible to be in the Navy 
while being in college?” Indeed 
it is possible and being in the 
Navy has additional benefits such 
as; health care, tax benefits, and 
coverage of college expenses.

No matter the destination, 
students are on the move.

Clubs
Location

Advisors Day and Time

AP Calculus Club
Room 158

Raynor Wednesdays, 
4:30-6:30pm

Audio Visual Club
Auditorium

Zambrotta Tuesdays, 
4:00-6:00pm

Book Club
Library

Lewis Fridays, Lunch

Chess Club
Library

Dimech Tuesdays,
2:30-5:00pm

Cosmo Clinic Quartuccio Visit Quartuccio for info
Dance Team
Auditorium

Vasquez Thursdays,
4:30-6pm

Drama Club
Auditorium

McLean Visit McLean for info

FBLA
Room 412

Morgan Thomas Mondays,
3:30-4:10

Fitness Club
Gym

Zambrotta Wednesdays,
4:00-6:00pm

Gaming Club
Room 407

Muzamali Thursdays,
3:30-5:00pm

Gay Straight Alliance Garcia / Mieses Visit Mieses for info
Geometry Club
Library

Dimech Mondays,
2:30-4:30

Leadership
Room 143

Vega Monday-Friday,
Periods 4-8

Poetry Club
Room 411

D’Astolfo Mondays,
4:30-5:30pm

Robotics Ali Visit Ali for info
Rugby
Gym

Vozzolo Tuesdays/Thursdays,
6:30-8:30pm

Newspaper
Room 417

Bahrenburg Mondays/Wednesdays,
3:30-5:30pm

Script ED Garcia / Zagada Visit Zagada for info
Skills USA
Library

Kavral Mondays,
4:00-5:30pm

Tech Squad
Room 217

Zagada Tuesdays/Wednesdays,
2:30-5:30pm

Yearbook
Room 417

DeCarlo Mondays/Wednesdays,
3:30-6:30pm

Clubs and Activities At QV
compiled by JiaChen Yang

Have a club? Not listed here? Contact us, we’ll include you next time!



What can someone do when the 
person they love is someone who 
doesn’t actually love them back?

There are people that can mean the 
world to us. There will be times 
where you give off love and
affection but sometimes you 
won’t receive it back. Love and 
affection should be mutual. Don’t 
walk miles for a person who won’t 
walk a step for you. Be around 
people who want to be around you 
and that’s where you’ll find love 
without even asking for it.

I am antisocial and shy to make 
friends. What should I do to boost 
my confidence?

It’s okay to be shy! The most 
quiet people are just the ones who 
tend to have a lot on their mind. 
Don’t be afraid to express your 
thoughts, and definitely don’t keep 
everything inside you. You need to 
learn to love yourself for who you 
are before being loved by others. 
Self love is the best kind of love. 
And friends are supposed to accept 
you for who you are, not for who 
they want you to be.

How do I find out which shop I 
like?

Assuming you’re in Exploratory, 
pay close attention to every single 
detail from all the shop classes. 
Queens Vocational is a school that 
provides you with so many options 
for you and your future, regardless 
of what shop you choose. For 
example, if you choose Electrical 
Installation or Plumbing,you can 
join a union after high school and 
immediately have a job! Just make 
sure you enjoy the shop class 
because it is important to do what 
you love the most.
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Questions:
1.What made you choose QV 
before attending?
2.What specific program were you 
interested in when applying?
3.What are some clubs or sports 
you plan to become a part of?
4.How were you informed about 
QV?
5.What are some major differences  
of High School compared to 
middle school?

John McMorrow

1.The shop classes offered and 
trading jobs.
2.  I was interested in plumbing 
and I’m in the actual shop right 
now.
3.  I’m in the wrestling team right 
now and I’m looking forward to 
the practices.
4.  My parent saw that I was 
interested in becoming a plumber, 
so they went through all the 
struggle of finding a trade school 
like QV.
5.  I don’t have a main class with 
the same students, but instead 
they’re all mixed up.

Yoselin Pacheco

1.  The reason why I choose QV 
is because my cousin went here, 
and it’s like a nearby school where 
I live.
2.  I wasn’t interested, but I ended 
up choosing exploratory because 
my grades weren’t that good, but 
I really wanted to see the options 
that QV offered.
3.  I’m already in gamers club, 
but I’m not sure about any other 
clubs.
4.  I heard about QV because 
of my cousin who went here 
and my aunt because she had 
another kid who use to attended 
here and wanted me to try and                                                                                                                                 
see if I can get in.
5.  Using our phones during lunch 
because in middle school they 
didn’t let us, vending machines, 
and QV has activities that 
sometimes we get to pick that 
teachers had to pick for us.

Kishawn Jairaj 

1.  Basically I was interested 
in engineering so I choose this 
school.
2.  I was initially interested in 
engineering, but I’m in software 
engineering right now.
3.  I may join the varsity basketball 
team.
4.  I had a big book full of schools 
and I was looking for mostly 
engineering schools at the time so 
I found QV in that search.”
5.  Here the mood is very chill 
and more organized compared to 
middle school.

Erica Guaman

1. The reason why I attended QV 
was for the program/shop classes.
2. The program I was interested in 
was cosmetology.
3. The school sports I would be 
interested in is girls volleyball or 
soccer team.
4. It was a school talked about 
around the area I lived in as a 
good school.
5. Middle school was a lot easier 
than high school academically. 
High school is used more to 
advance you for college and life 
in general.

Angel Vallarta

1. The majors here interested me, 
for example Electrical, I wanted to 
be that when I grow up.
2. I’m currently interested in 
electrical or plumbing, I’m still 
choosing.
3. I want to join JV basketball and 
then varsity, but I have to keep my 
grades up.
4. I was informed about QV by a 
former student.
5. In high school they teach you 
how to become an adult, and in 
middle school you learn the basics.

compiled by Anthony Coneo

Angeles Rojas

1.  I liked that QV offered 
vocational jobs and that kids are 
able to learn about them now in 
advance.
2.  Well I’m not really sure 
right now, but I’m interested in 
plumbing, electrical engineering, 
or pre-engineering because those 
are the fields one gets a higher pay.
3.  Some sports or clubs I want to 
join is SkillsUSA because there’s 
job related practices that can help 
me improve my skills.
4.  I was actually informed by a 
cousin of mine who comes here, 
she’s a junior and she’s in the 
cosmetology shop.
5.  Some major differences 
between high school and middle 
school is that there are more clubs 
and opportunities here.

Lesley’s 
Advice Column

compiled by Lesley Astudillo

Let’s face it, we all have issues; school issues, love           
issues, issues with our family and friends.I am just here to 

offer a little advice on whatever you have to ask.

This guy that likes me and I like 
him back, but we both want to fo-
cus on school, how can it work?

It’s really good that there are mu-
tual feelings between you and also 
that school is first. You guys can 
manage to be together but make 
sure both of you set limits in which 
school is placed first in the picture. 
School is really important because 
it leads you to success, and if the 
person you love supports you then 
you will be both happy and suc-
cessful!

I have two groups of friends, but 
they don’t get along, what should 
I do?

If both groups of friends are your 
real friends, then they won’t make 
you choose between one or the 
other. Friends are the “family“ that 
you choose for yourself. Friends 
motivate you to do better, help 
each other grow as people, believe 
in each other, and most important-
ly be loyal to one another. If they 
decide to leave you, then they’re 
not your friends. When your circle 
decreases don’t panic because that 
means that your value increases.

I used to be with this guy who 
messed me up emotionally. How 
do I start to get my confidence 
back? How do I get over him?

Think positive! If he loved you he 
would’ve valued you. A guy who 
cares for you wouldn’t do any-
thing to hurt you. People are so 
temporary nowadays and I know 
it will be hard to detach from all 
those memories but try and leave 
the past behind to move on to bet-
ter things.  You can’t reach for the 
future ahead of you if you don’t let 
go what’s behind you. You have 
so much potential. Love yourself 
first!

by Katie Meta

Queens Voc is offering 
Driver’s Education classes to 
seniors. 

Ms. Zagata, a CTE teacher, 
will be coordinating the classes.

The course includes one five 
hour class, ten drivers education 
sessions and culminates in a road 
test.

In order to be able to take the 
course, a teacher must evaluate 
you. 

Criteria for particiaption 
includes questions about 
the applicant’s personality, 
initiative, trustworthyness, and 
communication skills.

Students are also evaluated on 
their performance in school. 

Their attendance from the 
previous marking period, including 

latenesses and their grades are  
taken into consideration.

After completion of the 
course and passing the road test, 
participants will receive their 
New York State class D Drivers 
License, which gives proof of 
abillity to drive regular passenger 
cars and trucks.

If a student in interesting in 
signing up for Driver’s Education, 
referral forms are available in 
room 449. Students must be a 
senior . It is also recommended to 
be in  good academic standing in 
order to take this course. 

Hit the 
Road,

Queens Voc

“Panda Zentangle”
by David Perez

Freshman’s First Impressions
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Justice for Cyclists
by Guadalupe Solano

        If a cyclist gets hit by a car 
and is pronounced dead, chances 
are the cycling community will 
be penalized rather than the driver 
of the vehicle.  In July, the NYPD 
was faced with a conflict about a 
driver who killed a cyclist.  The 
NYPD’s decision is a questionable 
one. 

 Cyclist Neftaly Ramirez 
was a fatal victim of a hit and run 
on Franklin Street in Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn on July 22.  The driver 
responsible fled the scene and 
the 94th precinct police station.  
Police responded by giving out 
nine tickets to people on bikes 
only 72 hours following the 
incident.  Police also cited three 
truck drivers during the same time 
for violating state laws.

In an interview with the 
NYPD, the NYPD states simply 
that cyclists need to better follow 
the laws.  They believe that if they 
ticket those on bikes who commit 
violations, it will reduce the 
number of fatalities in bike related 
incidents.   

Although this is an 
understanding perspective  from
the NYPD, it is still very 

questionable as to why drivers 
aren’t penalized for taking the life 
of a human being if a driver hits a 
cyclist and the cyclist gets ticketed 
for getting hit, shouldn’t the driver 
get punished as well? This is often 
due to the driver fleeing from 
the incident and a solution to 
this problem must be introduced 
immediately. 

 A similar incident 
took place when a charter 
driver hit local cyclist, Michael 
Mamoukakis from behind and 
also took his life.  The bus was 
driven in a no bus zone.  Once 
again, the NYPD were unable to 
find out the driver responsible.  
A suggestion to improve the risk 
of fatalities is to make better bus 
routes, but the NYPD insisted that 
ticketing bike riders was the best 
way to decrease the number of 
incidents. 

 In an interview with 
student Henry Cortes, he says 
“ I take my bike everywhere 
during the summer and it can be 
annoying when getting honked at 
or having to ride through narrow 
streets because of cars taking up 
all the space” 

3 Tips Every Cyclist Knows

Obey Traffic Rules/Laws
Bikes are treated as motor 

vehicles, meaning they are meant 
to act like one.  This means 
stopping at a red light, stop sign 
and even intersections.  These 
little changes in a bike ride can 
prevent an incident.

Be Attentive 
Bicyclists and cars have a 

neutral relationship, so it is no 
secret that both parties have 
to watch out for one another.  
Bicyclists should always keep a 
good distance from a car when 
riding near the side of it in case 
of a random door opening.  Eye 
contact with the driver is always 
important. 

Dress Accordingly
Every cyclist should wear a 

helmet.  No matter where your 
destination is or how long the 
ride is, a helmet should be worn 
at all times.  If you are under the 
age of 18, you must wear a helmet.  
When sharing the road with cars 
it is especially important to have 
safety gear on.  Cyclists should 
always make themselves visible, 
whether it’s a reflector on their 
wheel, a light on the front and 
back, or even reflective clothing 
a cyclist should always make 
themselves visible.

by Juan Prieto

Public adoption and value of 
cryptocurrencies has boomed over 
the last few years. What should 
you know? What makes this 
technology special? How will it 
be used in the future?

In November 2008, a person 
(or group) under the pseudonym 
Satoshi Nakamoto published a 
paper on the idea of blockchain 
technology called Bitcoin: A Peer-
to-Peer Electronic Cash System. 
It was a technical proposal that 
allowed a cryptocurrency to be 
safer, impossible to duplicate, and 
anonymous. In January 2009, the 
idea was developed into code; 
the cryptocurrency of Bitcoin 
was created and the first block 
(named Genesis) was mined by 
Satoshi. It is estimated he mined 
about one million bitcoins before 
disappearing, and leaving the 
development of the blockchain to 
Gavin Andresen.

   Originally, due to the privacy 
that it grants to its users, Bitcoin 
was used mainly in the Dark Net 
(the inaccessible through normal 
browsers, non-indexed part of the 
internet) with purposes of drug 
contraband, or money laundering. 
Over time, as the potential of 
the technology was discovered, 
several Clearnet (the normal 
indexed internet) brokers were 

founded. This public appreciation 
of Bitcoin has led gradually to 
a change in perception of the 
currency as a “shady tool”.

As Bitcoin gained popularity, 
other cryptocurrencies were 
created; among the most 
remarkable are Ethereum, 
and Litecoin. These two 
cryptocurrencies have been 
especially adopted by the public 
due to their incorporation to 
Coinbase, which allows people 
to trade cryptocurrencies easily, 
which means that it lacks the 
ability to put ‘orders’ unlike 
GDAX (for cryptocurrencies) 
or the Stock Market. Thus, they 
gained popularity and price. 
The Ether, cryptocurrency of 
the Ethereum network, has the 
advantage of smart contracts that 
allow you to program the way your 
money behaves. The Ethereum 
network, more than a currency, 
is a decentralized platform that 
hosts applications that run smart 
contracts. Meanwhile, Litecoin, 
called the silver to Bitcoin’s gold, 
is projected to be the day-to-day 
currency while Bitcoin acts as a 
store of value.

To understand the potential 
of cryptocurrencies, we should 
first consider the system that they 
work on: Blockchain technology. 
Harvard Business Review not long 
ago interviewed Karim Lakhani, a 
Harvard Business professor and 
cofounder of the HBS Digital 
initiative. As he describes:

“Blockchain, fundamentally, 
is a ledger. So, a ledger meaning 

it keeps track of transactions. Now 
most ledgers tend to be private… 
Blockchain basically says that 
the ledger, and the transactions 
that take place within the ledger, 
are going to be shared across all 
people of interest.”

This public aspect of 
transactions has interested various 
institutions and individuals due to 
the fact that transactions can now 
be tracked; it is harder to steal 
money than before, and it is almost 
impossible to hack the system to 
get more money. For example, 
as Kevin Werbach, associate 
professor of legal studies and 
business ethics at Penn’s Wharton 
School claims: “The ingenious 
internal tracking system behind 
Bitcoin -- the “blockchain” of 
secured electronic ledger records, 
which irreversibly update for all 
users for each new transaction, 
showing in detail why a deal is legit 
-- “is actually something deeper” 
than just a private currency. It’s 
“the most significant development 
in information technology since 
the internet,” and “a novel 
solution to the age-old problem 
of trust,”. But, the most important 
aspect of this technology is the 
instant transference of securities’ 
ownership; for example, in The 
Stock Market the sale happens 
instantaneously, but the settlement 
(the securities switching 
ownership) can take days. In 
the case of cryptocurrencies 
this is instantaneous. Also, it is 
unhackable; miners, people using 
their computers to process math 
equations called blocks, verify 
each transaction as a third party, 
so everything is verified and 
recorded. 

However, some investors and 
certain governments are opposed

to Bitcoin, though. J.P. Morgan 
CEO Jamie Dimon says “Bitcoin 
is a ‘fraud’ that will eventually 
blow up”- “It’s worse than tulip 
bulbs. It won’t end well.” For a 
long time now, various investors 
have compared Bitcoin to the 
tulip mania in the 1630’s; in 
which tulip value exploded due to 
demand, but without representing 
a real value behind the tulips. 
Bitcoin has also been called a 
large-scale Ponzi scheme. The 
decentralization and functioning 
of Bitcoin would prevent the 
scheme problem; if Satoshi began 
converting his coins to fiat, the 
value would crash. However, to 
analyze whether or not it is in a 
‘tulip’ bubble we can look into the 
tangible values it possesses, such 
as the immutable public ledger 
and smart contracts, as well as 
providing a new decentralized 
global currency. Although 
the value of these features is 
subjective, Bitcoin does provide 
new solutions and is not merely a 
play on supply and demand.

Other institutions such as the 
Bank of China are worried that 
cryptocurrencies will disrupt 
their economy, this is because it 
would require an overhaul of the 
financial system to leverage taxes 
in Bitcoin and the governments 
lose control over the money that 
people use. Nevertheless, this 
decentralization is precisely what 
makes cryptocurrencies a good 
replacement for fiat in the eyes 
of the people; corrupt or unstable 
governments such as Venezuela 
and Zimbabwe have led to people 
mining bitcoin and using it for 
various purposes, this prevents 
the government manipulation that 
maintains people in poverty, and 
due to Bitcoin’s global dependency 
it prevents hyperinflation, such as 
that seen in Zimbabwean dollars.

   Recently, the value of Bitcoin 
has grown due to its presence 
in the international market. 
However, when buying, investors 
should be aware that unlike 
regulated fiat currencies, Bitcoin 
is highly volatile and its value can 
change drastically over a couple 
of hours. It is wise to inform 
yourself behind the technology 
before choosing to buy. Finally, 
some people believe we are at the 
dawn of a new financial system: 
“’Blockchain is the new ledger, 
and e-money [Bitcoin?] is the new 
currency.’ -Dr. Pippa Malmgren, 
a US policy analyst and former 
member of the Working Group on 
Financial Markets claimed. What 
will the future of cryptocurrencies 
be? Only time will tell.

Smart 
Spending: 

The 
Currency of 
the Future

by Peter Ke

During the 1900s, Albert Ein-
stein, a famous and intelligent 
physicist, developed the theory 
of general relativity that explains 
how gravity is the manifestation 
of space and time.

Even though his theory was 
broadly accepted, it was not prov-
en as truth until now.

According to the article 
“Gravitational Wave Researchers 
Win Nobel Prize,” three physi-
cists, Rainer Weiss, Kip Thorne 
and Barry Barish, have received 
nobel prizes in physics for prov-
ing Einstein’s Theory of General 
Relativity. 

They received the award be-
cause Einstein’s Theory of Gen-
eral Relativity had a huge impact 
on modern science because it 
changes how we have understood 
and studied gravity for the last 100 
years.

Einstein predict that, accord-
ing to his equation, if space-time 
is flexible like a piece of string, 
then it should also should behave 
like a wave, hence the term, gravi-
tational wave. 

This phenomena only occurs 
in certain conditions however de-
tecting this wave was a challenge.

Rainer Weiss, Kip Thorne and 
Barry Barish made a breakthrough 
in modern science.

Our world, need more scientist 
to further the advancement of our 
society. Michio Kaku once said: 
“Science is the engine of prosper-
ity”. Our world need people like 
you. Are you ready to become the 
next Albert Einstein?

Einstein Was 
Right

All
Along

Insert silly tongue stickey
outy photo of Albert Einstein here

Taken from 
RareHistoricalPhotos.com, this 

photograph shows Einstein 
demonstrating how science can 

still be fun.

Cycling rules affect both drivers and bikers. Many students 
and staff here at QV ride their bikes to school every day.

“a technical proposal 
that allowed a crypto-
currency to be safer...”



by Grace Minchala

Health is a mandatory class at 
Queens Vocational. Students  have 
to take one semester to graduate. 
However, there is one topic that 
could be discussed more over the 
course of the class: sex education. 

While in high school, students 
learn English, Math, Science, 
Government, and more. 

Derek Guerra

1. I expect to be as healthy and ac-
tive as possible.

2. Try to join the union or try to 
become a firefighter.

3. Always be yourself and try not 
to be someone else.

Opinions

Bon Voyage, Seniors!
compiled by Jessica Leon
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by Karen Ulloa

Queens Vocational and 
Technical High School students 
find are finding themselves 
stressed.

During midterms, finals and 
even during the regular testing 
season, they struggle to memorize 
an algebra equation or the list of 
vocabulary their teacher gave 
them.  All of that information is 
going to be on the test. How much 
of that information stays with 
them after the test?

Gabrielle Daniel, a current 
freshman at Queens Voc, says 
“I memorize everything in my 
notebook because when I’m taking 
the test I can look at the question 
and remember the answer.”

Although memorizing and 
acquiring lasting knowledge 
sound very similar, they are quite 
different. When something is being 
memorized, the fundamentals of 
the topic are not always being 
understood and can’t be referred 
back to later in life. 

Acquiring lasting knowledge,  
however from deeply studying a 
topic will allow a student to apply 
this knowledge as a reference for 
future life situations.

Some students do indeed study 
to gain lasting knowledge. Grace 
Minchala, a senior at Queens Voc 
stated “ I try my best to understand
because this way I will understand 

Linda Pardo

 
1. This senior year I hope we can 
all, as a class, unite and enjoy it 
because it’s our last year before we 
face reality. 

2. Pursue my career, which is fo-
rensic scientist.

3. Don’t slack on junior year be-
cause it’s the most important year.

the question and answer it 
correctly no matter what the 
question is.” 

The outcome of both of these 
situations is completely different.

While one student scrambles 
to memorize the answer to a 
question in her notebook, another 
tries to actually comprehend it. 
If they are both taking the same 
test, but the question does not 
appear the same way it did in the 
notes, one student will be able to 
answer the question because they 
understand what is being asked. 
The other will not. They will not 
have the skills they need and the 
question is worded differently. It is 
not the question they memorized. 
The student is not able to apply 
the skills needed.

Regents examinations put 
stress on both, teachers and 
students. What they spend the 
whole year teaching will be 
tested over the course of three 
hours. Katie Meta, senior in 
Queens Voc said “Regents don’t 
show a student’s actual academic 
accomplishments, [they] just 
show if you’re good at taking tests 
or not.” A 2001 study published 
by the Brookings Institution 
found that 50-80% of year-over- 
year test score improvements 
were temporary and “caused by 
fluctuations that had nothing to 
do with long term changes in 
learning…”

How do you 
Learn?

One of the biggest gun mas-
sacre in the history of the United 
States occured two months ago.

On the evening of October 1, 
a gunman opened fire on a large 
crowd of concert goers at the 
Route 91 Harvest Music Festival 
on the Las Vegas Strip, killing 58 
people and wounded 489 people. 

Once again, the issue of gun 
control came to the forefront in the 
United States.

Citizens debate over how we 
should limit guns in the United 
States. Many people argue that if 
there were no guns in the United 
States a massacre like this would 
have never taken place.

Stephen Paddocks, the Las 
Vegas shooter, acquired dozens of 
guns legally, using them to wound 
and murder many Americans.  

 After this most recent shoot-
ing, many are crying to limit or 
ban gun purchasing. Others argue 
that doing so is a violation of the 
second amendment.

The second amendment states  
“the people have a right to keep 
and bear arms.”

In Las Vegas, you are allowed 
to walk down the streets with an 
assault rifle if you obtained the 
gun legally. 

This was not the first time 
Americans felt hurt and outraged 
after a shooting.  Columbine High 
School was the first.

The Columbine High School 
shooting was executed by two 
teens who felt socially outcast and 
were bullied in school.

Their planning took over a 
year and on April 20, 1999, Dylan 
Klebold and Eric Harris shot and 
killed 13 people, students and fac-
ulty, in their school.

Will Congress act after the 
biggest shooting massacre in the 
United States? How do we fix this 
issue? Is banning guns entirely an 
option, or is that a violation of the 
second amendment?

by Steven Li

Statistics show that on average 
93 Americans are killed by guns 
every day.

With every one person killed 
with a gun, two more are injured.

Nearly 12,000 gun homicides 
occur in the United States yearly.

Seven children are killed daily. 

Gun 
Violence,

 A 
Growing 
Problem

Sex Ed. 
Doesn’t 
Protect

Anelson Rodriguez

 

1. To graduate

2. To continue my career in elec-
trical installation. If not go to col-
lege and choose another career.”

3. Pass all your classes so you 
don’t have to go to summer 
school.

Pearl Escobar

1. For this senior year, I just 
want it to be fun.

2. I want to start working, 
possibly in a salon, and go to 
college.

3. Well, do really well 
freshmen year and not to slack, it 
will affect the rest of your school 
year.

But students aren’t taught how 
to prevent pregnancy. Learning the 
uses of contraceptives would al-
low many teens to know the roles 
contraceptives play in preventing 
pregnancy, and the transmission of 
sexually transmitted disease.

Health class teaches students 
about germs and about our immune 
systems; it doesn’t talk about the 
use of contraceptives such as con-
doms or birth control.

According to an article titled   
11 Facts about Teen Pregnan-
cy,  “a sexually active teen that 
doesn’t use contraceptives has a 
90% chance of becoming pregnant 
within a year.” 

Sexually active teenagers be-
tween the ages of 15-19 who don’t 
use protection have a 90% chance 
of getting pregnant.

In the United States, there are 
approximately 750,000 teen preg-
nancies every year.

Some teenagers resort to abor-
tion, rather than having the baby. 

According to the article Facts 
and Statistics about Teenage Abor-

tions about 18% of all of U.S 
abortions are from teenagers.

According to Karen Ulloa,  
a senior at Queens Voc “Health 
class should teach sex education 
because in these past years teen 
pregnancy has been a very com-
mon thing.” 

Isis Flores, another senior stu-
dent at Queens Voc, said “I think 
it’s important because now a days 
there is a lot of teenage pregnan-
cy and the issue is that many stu-
dents don’t learn it at home and 
they don’t learn it in school. They 
are never going to know.”

Ms. Rosario Herber, a current 
nurse at Queens Vocational, 
said “as a freshman, parents get 
a folder and in the folder there 
is a consent form that gives 
permission for a student recieve 
services. If they don’t sign the 
paper then that means that you 
cannot receive the services.”

Ms. Herber described what’s 
available right here in school, 
starting with condoms, the most 
typically birth control method. 

Then the second option is 
birth control pills. Medicine 
which sexually active teens can 
take on a regular basis to protect 
from unwanted pregnancy 

There is also a shot which a 
sexually active teen can receive 
four times a year. 

Services are confidential.
The school offers condoms 

and other protection methods in 
the school’s nurse’s office as well 
in guidance, but, then again, it’s 
up to each individual to make the 
correct and safe decision.

We checked in with some of our 
graduating seniors, and had a few 
questions for them.

1. What are your expectations for 
your senior year?

2. What are your plans, post 
graduation?

3. Any advice for freshman?

Isis Flores

1. Senior activities, senior trip, 
prom, and graduation

2.Working and save money for 
college and try to do something 
with my cosmetology license.

3. To not get influenced by other 
people and to be themselves. Do 
well in school, not just junior year 
because it all adds up.

Counselor Mrs. Karabelas 
shows preventative options
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New Faces Around QV

Mr. Romano

1) I worked as a business 
broker for 6 years before quitting 
my job. During the last year I 
realized my work was not as 
rewarding as I originally hoped. I 
began volunteering with Reading 
Partners who set me up at a public 
school where I would read and 
tutor E.N.L. students. I was much 
happier there and decided to 
change careers.

2) I was supposed to complete 
my last semester of student 
teaching earlier this year, however 
I was offered a full-time position 
in late January by a high school 
in need of an immediate hire. 
The school was in Manhattan and 
I taught ninth and tenth grade. 
One thing that has changed is my 
commute. I’m much happier now 
as I don’t have to deal with the 
MTA after a long day of work.

3) I graduated from CUNY 
Baruch and received a BBA with 
a focus in Economics. I enrolled 
in Queens College in the Spring 
of 2015 with a focus in English 
Education when I decided to 
change careers. I am hopefully 
going to graduate with an MAT in 
the Fall of 2018.

4) I enjoy traveling, hiking, 
frisbee, and going to concerts.

5) I am definitely planning 
on staying at QV. This is my first 
full year teaching and my fellow 
colleagues have been extremely 
supportive and welcoming.

6) After I quit my job I 
had three months off between 
semesters. I decided to rent a car 
and travel North America for 80 
days. I drove 12,500 miles and 
visited thirteen National Parks.

Mr. Stephens

1) I was teaching at another 
school and I wanted to teach 
somewhere else. I was learning 
Spanish in Spain and I liked 
the way the teachers taught me 
spanish and I wanted to do the 
same thing for students learning 
English.

2) Yes I was teaching at 
Richmond Hill High School. 
I was an English as a New 
Language(ENL) teacher and 
coordinator. What’s different 
is that there are fewer English 
language learners here, there are 
no beginning English language 
learners here, the students home 
cultures are a little different and 
I collaborate with more teachers 
here.

3) University of Texas at 
Austin major was radio television 
and film BS, California Institute of 
the Arts for photography BFA then 
at the Spanish Malacca Institute 
in Spain for Spanish Spanish 
Study Certificate, Teachers 
College/Columbia University for 
English as a New Language MA, 
College of St. Rose for Advanced 
Education studies- postgraduate 
study.

4) Photography, Photo and 
Video editing, Reading, Spending 
time with family.

5) Planning to stay.

6) I used to go to Native 
American powwows in Texas and 
Oklahoma singing N.A. Lakota 
songs.

Mr. McLean

1) I studied politics at 
university in England, at the ripe 
old age of 22 as an adult learner. 
After graduating, I found that my 
band were actually quite popular, 
so for about 3-4 years I was 
touring around Europe continually 
(3 months at a time) in a van full 
of people and musical equipment. 
Eventually, I found myself 
married, and with a child at 27. 
That’s when I went into teaching 
at Queens College. The reason I 
chose social studies is for my love 
of discussing politics, and world 
history with other  people.

2) I spent many years playing 
in a semi-successful band. It didn’t 
pay all the bills, so I would take on 
multiple part time jobs in between 
touring. I have been a laborer, a 
gardener, a cleaner, a pizza maker, 
an ice cream seller, warehouse 
worker, a delivery driver, an an 
assistant at a bar, and probably 
even more. Playing in a band is 
great, because you see the world, 
and all the local people. You are 
not a tourist, because you stay in 
local people’s houses, and you get 
to see their world. The rest of the 
jobs.... what can I say? They are 
extremely boring, and teaching is 
definitely one of the least boring 
jobs in the world. Every day is 
different, with new challenges, 
and that is what I love about it.

3) Northampton University 
- Political Science, BA. Queens 
College, Social Studies, MS ED. I 
am planning to apply for a PHD in 
Urban Education.

4) I make electronic music 
using synthesizers and drum 
machines. I also collect vinyl 
records, and spend far too much 
money on them. I like to travel, 
see the world, and play as many 
gigs as I can.

5) I love the school, and the 
support I have received as a new 
teacher. You don’t take this for 
granted.

6) I have played more than 600 
gigs, and I have played in every 
major city in Western Europe.

  
Ms. Cautela

1) I really wanted to work in a 
CTE school. It makes a teacher of 
any content area to see they their 
students will be successful in a 
vocation of their choice!

2) I worked in a middle 
school in Corona. High school is 
completely different.

3) I have have a BS in 
International business and an MS 
Ed in Urban Adolescent Special 
Education grades 7-12.

4) Doing crafts at home.

5) I plan on staying at Q.V. 
while I continue my studies in 
special education.

6) I spent many years in the 
financial industry working for 2 

Mr. Clark

1) I was a teaching assistant 
(an upper level student who taught 
the lab section of mineralogy). I 
did very well in the class (got the 
highest grade). My professor saw 
how well I was able to explain the 
material to juniors (I was a senior 
at the time), and suggested I apply 
to a teaching program in New 
York State. She thought it would 
be a great fit for me. I applied to 
the teaching program (with her 
recommendation) and got in!

I never have been to the East 
coast before, so I decided to take 
the plunge and move myself and 
everything to NY.

2) I transferred from a school 
in Brooklyn, NY (that was my 
second school...QV was my first 
school). I taught physics and earth 
science at QV my first two years; 
currently, I teach earth science and 
chemistry. Not much different, 
besides the fact that you get better 
at your craft the more years you do 
it (referring to teaching, or really 
anything you enjoy). Very happy 
to be back with the colleagues 
and staff who make the profession 
enjoyable (students included!)

3) College: Illinois State 
University, Geology, Bachelors 
of Science; American Museum 
of Natural History, Teaching, 
Masters

4) Biking, Tennis, Painting 
(arts), gardening, planting, staying 
active (going to the gym everyday)

5) I plan on retiring here!

6) To celebrate my first year 
of teaching, I biked to Illinois 
from NYC (about 700 miles) 
on a bicycle. It took a week and 
six days. Also, I’m addicted 
to houseplants. I bought 1 on 
Tuesday, then 23 the next day. 
Currently, it takes 2 hours to water 
all the plants I have.

We caught up with some of the 
new faces around QV to ask them 
a few questions. 

1) What events in your life led you 
to become a teacher at Queens 
Voc?

2) Did you transfer from another 
workplace or environment? Did 
you hold the same position/occu-
pation as you do now? What are 
somethings that are different?

3) What colleges or postsecond-
ary education have you complet-
ed/attended? What was your focus 
on major during your time there?

4) What hobbies do you have?

5) Are you planning to leave this 
school eventually and move to 
something else or are you plan-
ning to stay?

6) What is an interesting fact 
about yourself?

Damn by Kendrick Lamar

“Loyalty” with Rihanna, has 
all the makings of radio mainstay 
this summer, and is as low-stakes 
as the platform demands. Kendrick 
in his element fast and lucid, like 
Mike Will beats. The production is 
taut and clean, but schizophrenic, 
often splicing two or three loops 
into a track and swaying between 
tempos. Kendrick Lamar is com-
pared as Drake and Eminem, but 
is himself.

Listen to 
This!
by Densel Lopez

A Love Letter to You 2 by Trippie 
Redd

Trippie Redd, Lil 14, or his 
birth name Michael White IV 
released an album on October 
6, as a sequel to “A Love Let-
ter to You” containing songs like 
“Deeply Scared” and “Romeo & 
Juliet”.  He named the new album 
“A Love Letter to You 2”, contain-
ing songs like “Bust Down, Back 
Of My Mind, ect”.  Trippie Redd 
is often compared to Lil Uzi Vert, 
and there are similarities in tone 
and technique.  While keys beam 

QV welcomes its new 
teachers and looks 

forward to getting to 
know them better!
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by Cynthia Loja

Sharing yourself with the 
world is a terrifying thing to do. 
Your confidence wrestles with 
apprehension and fear, inhibiting 
your ability to make friends, meet 
new people, participating in so-
cial events, and most importantly, 
showing the world the beauty that 
is inside you.

Individuals who struggle with 
interaction tend to avoid from so-
cial contact because of their fear 
of judgment or embarrassment.

However, “avoidance” can be 
your worst enemy. The more you 
stay away, the more your fear con-
trols you. You can conquer your 
anxiety or you can let it control 
you. 

You need to confront your 
uneasiness. An example of avoid-
ance is having the fear to face a 
confrontation with people. 

Your mind will tell you to 
avoid the situation at all costs be-
cause the fight or flight response 
kicks in.

Relax, breathe, and go in to 
each situation with a clear head. 

For many, overthinking tend to 
be your “favorite” thing to do. 

Try to cut down on thinking 
too much and practice trusting in 
yourself and the people around 
you. See what happens, you might 
experience something new.

Some people may avoid un-
comfortable situations, but you 
can handle it. You’ll get through it. 
Your way more resilient than you 
give yourself credit for.

Here are a few tips to dealing 
with stress and anxitey in social 
situations:

1. Catch social anxiety in 
the act. Identify emotional and 
physical symptoms before they 
start.

· You may find you feel iso-
lated or out of place in a crowd.

Symptoms of racing heart 
beats, blushing, shaking, and 
sweating might occer.

You might feel like you can’t 
get a breath of air or find it tough 
to make direct eye contact. You 
look away or cannot maintain it.

You may even find yourself 
avoiding social events like par-
ties, school activities, family gath-
erings, and plenty more.

2. Catch your triggers. What 
causes you to feel this way?

Find out what triggers your 
anxiety. You’ll realize that certain 
things might set you off. Specific 
settings or people might effect the 
way you’re feeling.

Events, or the interruption of 
daily routines might direct your 
mind into a bad place.

3. Tackle your fears one step 
at a time.

· Write down your fears and 
rank them. 

1 = scary
2 = very scary
3 = terrifying

Then face these fears at a pace 
that seems realistic. Take baby 
steps. An all or nothing approach 
is not the right mindset.

You get credit just for trying. 
If you fail try again tomorrow or 
next week. Don’t rush yourself.

Recite a prayer, quotation, 
song, anything that inspires you 
to be amazing. The most impor-
tant thing is to be yourself. You 
got it!

Fight Social 
Anxiety!

The Core 
of the 
Corps

by Erick Villalva

When you hear the word 
“hero,” who do you think about? 
Superman? Batman? Spiderman? 
Any other comic book hero? 

Some people think about the 
real life heroes. One for example, 
has a 242 year old legacy and is 
looked up to by every other branch 
of service. I’m talking about the 
United States Marine Corps.

Other than a quick Google 
search and a definition, how much 
do you really know about the  
“Marines?”

The Marine Corps could be 
considered a military anomaly  
“soldier and sailor too.” 

 Every world power has an 
army. Most world powers have a 
Navy and Airforce. 

Only 29 countries maintain 
a Marine Corps, while other na-
tions maintain units whose func-
tions only approximate those of 
Marines.

Only the United States Marine 
Corps has obtained a status sepa-
rating itself from the rest. 

This status was not unforeseen 

when the Continental Congress 
formed two battalions of Marines 
on November 1775. 

Since then, The US. Ma-
rine Corps has gained its pres-
ent unique position in the nation 
through a long process of evolu-
tion.

The Marines possess many 
individual attributes of its broth-
er services from spearheading, 
supporting or serving beside the 
Army, Navy, and Airforce.

But much more, which be-
longs only to the Marine Corps.  

The  primary mission of readi-
ness, combined with the Marine 
“state of mind,” makes the Corps 
what it is today: a national force in 
readiness.

Such tried and true phrases as 
“Uncommon Valor was a common 
virtue,” “The Marines have land-
ed the situation in well in hand“ 
and “Send in the Marines!” have 
entered into common American 
speech and voice the country’s 
gratitude toward the Marines. 

The existence of this nation-
wide respect makes the United 
States Marine Corps a national in-
stitution. As a Marine. you would 
represent a national institution 
whose standing and reputation are 
in your hands.

If you want to be part of some-
thing bigger, want to be the best 
version of yourself, want to serve 
your country and be a modern day 
hero, consider the United State 
Marine Corps.

by Grace Minchala

In Happy Death Day, Tree 
Gelbman, played by Jessica 
Rothe, woke up on her birthday, 
only to be killed later in the day, 
by a person wearing her college 
logo. The next day, she wakes up 
on her birthday, only to repeat her 
death all over again.

Carter Davis, played by Israel 
Brossard, the reisdent advisor of 
the dorm, greets Gelbman every 
day with a repeated “Oh hey, 

compiled by Daniel Laszczych

Getting good grades in school is 
no small achievement. We want 
to highlight the students honored 
by Arista and the Honors Society

Arista
Noor Aayla

Upoma Bhuiyan
Ananna Bhuiyan
Janna Ghoneim

Nathalia Grajales Bedoya
Peter Ke

Daniel Laszczych
Karen Mayancela Parra

Juan Prieto
Chenyl Vasquez
Jia Chen Yang

Presidential Honor Society
12 Grade:

Mohammed Ahmed
Nicole Candelario

Kate Leslie Canlobo
Stephanie Cantos
Anthony Coneo
Vanessa Cuellar

Alexandra Gonon Perez
Jackeline Guillen

Cynthia Loja
Jose Mexca

Oscar Montes
Raymond Quiroz
Tshering Sherpa
Jaskaran Singh
Andrea Tanio

Junior Tenezaca
Keyla Timbi

Carilyn Torres
Lucas Urbina
Justin Yulo

11 Grade:
Kayla Alston
Adriel Arias

Chelsea Atupana
Nagelly Campoverde

Sabrina Chen
Salmaith Damian Carrera

Karen Dutan
Jonathan Espinoza

Elvis Estrada
Joshua Hernandez

Kevin Hernandez Ariza
Caterin Loja

Sonia Martinez
Samuel Mendez

Jeilyn Nunez
Alexandra Rivera

Erick Rivera
Michelle Rojas

Jennifer Saeteros
Karen Sanaicela
Edison Tenelema

Alexis Toxqui Azucena
Wendy Venegas
Chelsea Vicente
Marcus Young

10 Grade:
Maria Astudillo

Bryan Balda
Jessica Castillo

Wendy Consuegra
Jylene Figueroa
Jennifer Garcia

Melanie Gonzalez
Kayla Grant

Breyonna Harris Williams
Angelin Hernandez
Alexander Herrera

Natalia Higuera
Afrida Khan
David Kumar

Shivem Kumar
Jessica Madrid
Shandon Mith

Nancy Montiel Rosas
Paula Oyola-Perdomo
Christopher Peguero

Francy Porfirio
Daniela Quintero
Arjune Ramdin
Muaz Rehman
Jennifer Rivera

Vianey Rivera
Kendrick Roy
Kevin Shaholli

Carmen Shi
Alexis Talavera

Adam Waszczyszak
Fanny Zhibri
Jenni Zumba

Honoring First Year Students:
Jimmy Agudo

Kayla Caro
Elizabeth Chavez

Camilly Dumancela
Kayla Fuentes
Arturo Garcia

Emillie Grijalva Zamora
Naidelyn Hernandez

Aidee Lourido
Jeremyn Estefan Panta Chavez

Eileen Pinos
Marbeli Tellez-Flores
Leslie Tenesaca Pintad
Alan Tupacyupanqui

Ethan Vazquez

  Honoring 
QV’s High 
Achievers

you’re up.” And eventually he 
finds his way into the plot.

Eventually the two team up to 
find out how to stop the loop. 

The movie itself is a script 
seen in many movies that have 
come before, such as Groundhog 
Day, starring Bill Murray.

I’d give this movie a 3.5 out 
of 5 stars.

What to 
Watch

Jigsaw is the 8th movie in the 
Saw franchise. 

Jigsaw came out in theaters 
on October 27, just in time for 
Halloween. 

Many people did not expect a 
come back from the series. Many 
more felt a comeback wasn’t 
needed.

The killer, Jigsaw, returns 
with his game: complete a brutal, 
most likely, scarring task, or you 
die.

We are introduced to five new 
characters, each of them dying off 
one by one.

However, each one of them 
did something bad and Jigsaw 
wants each and everyone of them 
to pay for what they did.

John Kramer, aka Jigsaw, who 
is played by Tobin Bell, has orga-
nized these games for years, even 
after he apparently died. It gets a 
little confusing.

In my opinion, I would 
recommend Jigsaw, but only for 
people who aren’t afraid of blood 
...There is a lot of blood. 

Saw had a positive impact on 
the movie industry and with Jig-
saw coming back, it leaves many 
to wonder what will happen next 
in the games. 

I would rate Jigsaw 3/5 stars. 

 

Want more film 
reviews?

Drop suggestions 
for movies we 

should go see in 
Mr. Bahrenburg’s 

mailbox.

ATTENTION SENIORS
Submit your baby picture to the yearbook team:

QVBabies2018@gmail.com

Download the free app: RePlayIt
and send pictures of your senior year directly to the yearbook team.

Senior Portraits will take place in the auditorium,
December 18-22.



2017 Girl’s Soccer Kicks Off
by Alexandra Gonon Perez

Queens Vocational’s girls’ 
soccer team kicked off a new 
season this past September.

The team, which had made 
it to playoffs last year, had 
their first game facing Campus 
Magnet, an opponent they were 
familiar with from the previous 
season. The match concluded 
with a final score of 3-0, Campus 
Magnet had taken the win. 

“For our first game we 
dominated the other team for 
the first 32 minutes but Campus 
Magnet was able to score two 
counter attack goals, but that is 
soccer,” said Coach Yu.

It wasn’t until their third 
game that the girls saw their first 
win, beating Richmond Hill 2-1. 
That stood as their only win for 
the remainder of the season.

When asked if she was satis-
fied with the outcome, team cap-
tain Jackeline Guillen responded 
“No, but I know that the girls 
tried their best and I’m really 
happy that they tried. They put 
in all the effort and even though 
the outcome, that we’ve only 
won one game, even though that 
was the statistic on paper, I know 
that emotionally and mentally the 
girls grew stronger and that they 
tried their best.” 

As to her thoughts on why the 
team didn’t get to playoffs this 
year, Guillen believes “that there 
were several factors that fit into 
that situation.” 

“For instance, last year most 
of the starters were seniors. May-
be that we had no reinforcements 
was one of the factors but also the 
disorganization of the team since 
most of the girls were new and 
inexperienced, “ said Guillen.“I 
know a lot, most of the girls were 
committed,” she added.  It was 
definitely tough to have our first 
losing season, but there are life 

lessons learned and as long as 
players have fun,” said Mr.Yu.

One player who definitely had 
a fun experience was sophomore 
Michelle Hernandez. “I enjoyed 
laughing at every practice and 
making new friends knowing that 
we all won and lost together, but 
in general just have fun at games 
and after games.” she said. 

Emillie Zamora, the sole 
freshman on the team also en-
joyed the experience. She stated, 
“I get along with everyone here.”

Both players and the coach 
face challenges in their positions 
on the team. 

For example, midfielder Joc-
elyn Cabrera states, “What I find 
the most difficult part of play-
ing my position is dribbling into 
empty spaces without losing the 
ball. Cardio is another difficult 
part in playing midfield because 
as a midfielder you need to de-
fend and attack the other team 
throughout the whole game. Be-
ing a midfielder also makes me 
quickly react to pressure to have 
control of the ball during the 
game.” 

For Mr. Yu, “The hardest part 
of being coach for the girls team 
is managing many personalities 
since we have a big roster and 
teaching girls who have never 
played in a team setting before,” 
he states.

The existence of a girls’ soc-
cer team in QV was non-existent  
until there was a petition for one 
to be formed. 

Mr. Yu, the current coach 
for the girls, has been coaching 
the team since it began. “I was 
requested to be the coach by 
the girls petitioning. I also love 
soccer and am super passionate 
about our team,” he states. “As 
long as the athletic director, the 
school and the players support 
me, I will always put in 100% be-
cause at the end of the day I love 
coaching.”

Meet Coach Zambrotta

by Ravindra Singh

At the age of 10 years old, 
coach Drew Zambrotta of the QV 
wrestling team began to wrestle. 

A camp counselor had walked 
up to a young Zambrotta and told 
him that he’d be wrestling in the 
100 pound weight class. The next 
morning at 10 am, Drew attended 
his first wrestling practice.

In his first match, Zambrotta 
set a county record for the fastest 
single leg takedown clocking at 
7.2 seconds. Early on, he showed a 
great talent and determination for 
this sport. Each year, Zambrotta 
wrestled in the summer from the 
ages of 10 to 16. In high school, 
His school did not offer wrestling. 
This caused the young wrestler 
to branch out to a team outside 
of school. Drew said that his 
first season was “fun and easy”. 
However, Drew knew that things 
would soon intensify.

Not only is he a coach, 
Zambrotta is also a Global History 
teacher at Queens Voc.

He has now been coaching the 
Queens Voc wrestling team for 
a decade. Due to his experience 
in Ju-Jitsu and Wrestling he felt 
qualified. 

He says that this year is a 
“transitioning” year. “The team 
has lost a great deal of members 
from last year,” said the coach. He 
is encouraging more people to join 
the team. He also puts an emphasis 
on younger students joining so 
that they have more time to learn.

Zambrotta says he wants his 
wrestlers to just show up and 
“don’t quit at the end of the day, 
just finish”. He sets the bar high 
for this upcoming season and 
plans for a winning record. “This 
year will be one full of hard work 
and persistence,” says Z.

Zambrotta recalls the 2013 
season, when Queens Voc was 
division champions and had a 
full roster. The same year is when 
Zambrotta had two of his best 
wrestlers ever, Tomas Duart and 
Frank Cornier, both captains.

A young Zambrotta seen in 
an Oscar Night Original Film.

Boys Bowling Improves, 
Misses Playoffs by a Hair

by Phillip Papaccio 

Last year, the Queens Voc 
boys’ bowling team had a losing 
season with a reccord of two wins 
and ten losses.  

This year, the team improved, 
but maintained with a losing 
season.  The team won four games 
and lost eight. However, a chance 
to win a playoff spot was possible.  
PSAL rules state that the bottom 
two teams in the division will 
miss the playoffs.  The team was  
tied with Newtown for the playoff 
spot and PSAL had to check both 
teams’ pin average to see who 
receives the spot.  After review,  
Newtown won the playoff spot by 
less than 30 pins.  

Senior, Edison Rodriguez, said 
that, “the season was productive 
and the team improved, but 
eventhough we deserved the 

playoff spot, it didn’t go our way.” 
“The guys had more fun 

together this year and even though 
we fell a few pins below average, 
the entire team bonded together 
and gave it their all which is all 
I could ask for,” added Coach 
Devaux

Last year’s roster consisted  
of twelve players, with four 
returning players and eight 
rookies. The four returning 
players were David Humar, Ian 
Barragan, Edison Rodriguez, 
and Philip Papaccio.  The eight 
new players are Kevin Collado, 
Franco Figueroa, Alexander 
Galarza, Brandon Grund, Elier 
Ozuna, Dante Poynter, Jonathan 
Velasquez, and Kevin Zheng.  The 
top three averages on the team 
are by Philip Papaccio (138.63), 
Edison Rodriguez (122.81), and 
Elier Ozuna (113.53).  

Check the next issue of the Vocational Voice 
for more sports and senior profiles!

The girls soccer team has players from every grade. Here 
are a few players at the game against Campus Magnet.

by Aggelos Varvatsoulis

With 0.4 seconds left on the 
clock the ball is through the net 
and the crowd roars. You can hear 
the students’ energy as they cheer 
on their team for winning a game. 

Queens Voc’s basketball team 
had a poor performance last year, 
winning just one of fourteen 
games. 

This year the team is at one 
win and two losses with thirteen 
games left in the season. 

Despite the way things are 
looking the team seems hopeful 
for a successful season. 

Jordan Olivares says, “I think 
the team is going to do great be-
cause we have good chemistry.”  

In the three games Queens Voc 
has played this season, the team 
has versed Robert F. Wagner Jr, 
Queens High School Complex, 
and Information and Technology 
High School. 

The first game’s score was 49 
to 44 in Queens Vocs favor. 

The Tigers lost the next two 
games 67 - 50, and 62 - 43. 

Donte Carruth currently leads 
the Tigers in points, averaging 
13.7 points per game, 

Kevin Tlapanco is averaging 

7 rebounds per game, and Jordan 
Olivares is averaging 5 assists per 
game, the highest on the team.

Mr. Garofano is stepping up as 
the coach of the team, so everyone 
is interested to see how he plans 
on improving the team and lead-
ing them to playoffs this season. 
My goal is to be competetive and 
make the playoffs through hard 
work and dedication,” said Coach 
Garofano.

Having thirteen games left in 
the season, there’s still time for 
the team to improve together and 
individually. 

The Tigers have four games 
left in December, five in January, 
and three in February.

Tigers Tip 
Off

Upcoming QV
Home Games

12/18 Girls Varsity Basketball 
v. Wagner, 5pm

12/19 Boys JV Basketbal 
v. Aviation, 5pm

12/20 Girls Varsity Basketball 
v. Aviation, 5pm

12/21 Boys Varsity Basketball 
v. Forest Hills, 5pm

1/3 Girls Varsity Basketball
v. Frank Sinatra, 5pm

1/4 Wrestling
v. Baruch Campus College, 5pm

1/9 Boys Varsity Basketball 
v. Bryant, 5pm

1/10 Girls Varsity Basketball 
v. Young Women’s Leadership,5pm

1/16 Boys Varsity Basketball 
v. Grover Cleveland, 5pm

1/17 Girls Varsity Basketball 
v. Complex, 5pm

1/18 Boys Varsity Basketball 
v. Wagner, 4:30pm

1/19 Girls Varsity Basketball 
v. Television and Film, 4:30pm
1/30 Boys Varsity Basketball

v. Complex, 5pm
1/31 Boys JV Basketball 

v. Grover Cleveland,  5pm


