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Progressive Era Political Reform

Through laws such as initiative, referendum, recall, direct primary, and secret ballot progressives
attempted to increase participation in government by citizens and involve voters more directly.
Direct Election of Senators- Established by the 17" amendment. Citizens directly voted on who would
represent them in the Senate in order to make the Senate more responsive to the people.
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Progressive Labor Movement/Unions

Labor Union- An organization of employees formed to bargain with the employer in order to get certain things such as
better working conditions, benefits, and pay. Business leaders opposed the efforts of Labor unions to organize and

improve conditions. Clayton Antitrust Act made unions legal.

Collective Bargaining- Discussions between labor union leaders and management (owners/ bosses) to agree on a
contract for workers.
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Wagner Act (1955)- Legalized collective bargaining.

Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire- Tragedy in which many women workers were killed in a factory fire. Drew national

attention to the need to protect the safety of workers.
Samuel Gompers- Organized workers into unions in order to strive for better conditions and better pay.

American Federation of Labor-_The first long-lasting, successful labor union in the U.S., because it fought for the rights

of skilled workers, focused on gains in wages and working conditions, and was organized on a nationwide basis,

Pure Food & Drug Act (1906)- Law that provided federal inspection of meat products and forbade the manufacture, sale,

or transportation of unsafe food products and poisonous medicines. Resulted from demands for direct consumer
protection. Federal government was able to pass it because of the elastic clause.

Meat Inspection Act- Created sanitary standards established for slaughterhouses and meat processing plants. Passed
as a result of writings of muckrakers. The publication of The Jungle by Upton Sinclair led congress to pass the law.

Muckraker- Writers during the progressive era that exposed social ills of inner cities, factory conditions, and political
corruption. Focused on issues including the monopoly of Standard Oil, cattle processing, meat packing, child labor, and
wages. Ex) Upton Sinclair, Ida M Tarbell, Lincoln Steffens, Jacob Riis.
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Populist Party- A political coalition of farming interests directed against banking and railroads.

e Athird party that eventually disappeared but proposed ideas that later became law.

e Expressed the discontent of many farmers with their ongoing economic problems.

e Proposed the national income tax, free and unlimited coinage of silver, direct election of senators, government
ownership of railroads. Supported anti-trust laws.

® Similar to the Progressive Party because both opposed the strict laissez-faire attitudes of the federal
government, and both wanted the use of Federal power to correct social and economic problems.

Granger Movement- Wanted to force railroads to lower freight fates. Wanted to pass laws increasing Federal
regulation of monopolies. Supported by farmers in the west.
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Muckrakers Ida Tarbell and Upton Sinclair
influenced the federal government to

(1) grant citizenship to people who had entered
the country illegally

(2) pass legislation to correct harmful business
practices

(3) force individual states to regulate monopolies

(4) end racial discrimination in the workplace
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Progressive Era authors such as Jacob Riis and

Upton Sinclair are best known for

(1) focusing attention on social conditions

(2) fighting for the civil rights of African
Americans

(3) promoting the interests of the American
farmer

(4) supporting the goal of woman’s suffrage
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A major purpose of the Progressive movement
1900-1917) was to

1) stimulate the economy

2) support government control of factory
production

(3) encourage immigration from southern and
eastern Europe

(4) correct the economic and social abuses of

industrial society

(
(
(
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Today, the Federal Reserve System attempts to
stabilize the economy of the United States by

(1) requiring federal budgets be prepared and
presented to Congress

(2) levying and collecting income taxes

(3) regulating interest rates and the money
supply

(4) backing all currency with silver and gold
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The initiative and referendum are considered
democratic reforms because they

(1) permit citizens to have a more direct role in
lawmaking

(2) let all registered voters select their state’s
presidential electors

(3) extend the right to vote to 18-year-old citizens

(4) allow residents of one state to bring lawsuits
against residents of another state
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During the early 1900s, the term muckrakers was
used to describe

(1) pacifists who demonstrated against war

(2) writers who exposed the evils in American
society

(3) newspaper columnists who reported on
celebrities

(4) politicians who criticized Progressive Era
presidents
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During the Progressive Era, direct primary

elections were adopted to

(1) raise  additional ~campaign funds for
candidates

(2) increase the power of voters in the political
1”‘()(_’955

(3) strengthen the role of political machines

(4) expand the power of the federal government
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A common goal of Lincoln Steffens, Frank Norris,
and Ida Tarbell was to

(1) encourage government officials to decrease
the regulation of business

(2) publicize the achievements of the captains of
industry

(3) create a demand for new political parties to
replace the two major parties

(4) increase public awareness of social, political,
and economic problems
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Upton Sinclair, Ida M. Tarbell, and Lincoln Steffens
were considered muckrakers because they

(1) opposed railroad monopolies

(2) criticized the growing power of labor unions

(3) raised concerns about the negative effects of
industrialization

(4) supported the need for reforms in education
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In the early 1900s, Progressives succeeded in
strengthening federal control over the money
supply by

(1) passing the Clayton Antitrust Act

(2) creating the Federal Reserve System

(3) enacting the Underwood Tariff bill

(4) establishing the gold standard
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What was the purpose of states adopting

initiative, referendum, and recall during the

Progressive Era?

(1) supporting new political parties

(2) increasing the power of voters over the
political process

(3) reestablishing property qualifications for
voting

(4) extending voting rights to immigrants
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Which proposal was most consistent with the

goals of the American Federation of Labor under

the leadership of Samuel Gompers?

(1) government ownership of the transportation
and communication industries

(2) collective bargaining to reach agreements on
wages and hours

(3) formation of a third political party to promote
union policies

(4) organization of unskilled workers into one
national union
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The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 was passed in
an attempt to

(1) increase United States exports
(2) safeguard the health of workers

)
(3) regulate the amount of money in circulation
(4) protect national forests from destruction
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One way in which the Federal Trade Commission
(1914) and the Clayton Antitrust Act (1914) are
similar is that both

(1) helped to end child labor in factories

(2) attempted to correct abusive business practices
(3) advanced laissez-faire economic principles
(4) increased wages for factory workers
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Which heading best completes the partial outline
below?

I

A. Direct election of senators
B. Federal income tax
C. National woman’s suffrage

(1) Progressive Era Constitutional Amendments
(2) Steps to Promote Civil Rights

(3) Municipal and State Actions

(

3
4) Changes During World War I
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During the 1870s, the Granger movement
attracted the support of many western farmers
because it proposed that

(1) the money supply should be deflated by
removing paper currency from circulation

(2) shipping rates and grain storage fees charged
by railroads should be regulated

(3) immigrants should be given land on the Great
Plains

(4) the government should control the develop-
ment of resources in the West
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Which development was a result of the
Progressive movement?

(1) Government increased its regulation of
business practices.
(2) Women become less active in public life.

(3) The influence of the national government was
reduced.

(4) Congress failed to balance the federal budget.
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The Federal Reserve System was created to

(1) control the money supply

(2) stimulate trade with other nations
(3) regulate the stock market

(4) fund public works projects
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W. E. B. Du Bois and Booker T. Washington most

strongly disagreed over which issue?

(1) the constitutionality of the Sherman Antitrust
Act

(2) the construction of the Panama Canal

(3) methods to achieve racial equality

(4) support for the Allies in World War I
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One major goal of the Progressive movement

was to

(1) balance the federal budget by decreasing
spending

(2) provide unemployment insurance to workers

(3) limit direct citizen control over government

(4) pass laws to help solve economic and sox
problems
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The Granger movement and the formation of the
Populist Party were similar in that each was an
effort to

(1) end the practice of sharecropping

(2) improve conditions for farmers

(3) provide housing for urban dwellers

(4) increase profits for railroad companies
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In 1906, the Pure Food and Drug Act and the

Meat Inspection Act were passed in an attempt to

(1) ensure the safety of American consumers

(2) establish price controls on the cattle industry

(3) limit the power of Congress

(4) give big business greater control over the
economy
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Primaries, the secret ballot, and the use of
referendum and recall were efforts made during
the Progressive Era to

(1) preserve the power of political machines

(2) provide equal political rights for Native
American Indians

(3) protect States rights against federal power

(4) increase citizen participation in government
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During the Progressive Era, support for a

graduated income tax was based primarily on the

(1) desire of corporations to reduce their taxes

(2) need to raise income from the lower classes

(3) belief that all people should be taxed the
same

(4) resentment over the unequal distribution of
wealth
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Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act
(1887) and the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) in
response to

(1) foreign influences on the United States
economy

(2) public demand for better roads

(3) monopolistic practices that were harmful to
small businesses

(4) the failure of federal banks to provide loans to
individuals
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Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois agreed

that African Americans should

(1) use education to gain opportunities

(2) support a “Back to Africa” movement

(3) take part in boycotts to end segregation

(4) adopt a gradual approach to gain the right to
vote
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The term muckraker was used during the

Progressive Era to describe

(1) dissatisfied workers who went on strike

(2) Northerners who went South following the
Civil War

(3) investigative journalists who exposed societal
problems

(4) women who supported the Prohibition
movement
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Which Progressive Era muckraker’s book led to
the passage of the Meat Inspection Act?

(1) Jacob Riis’s How the Other Half Lives

(2) Lincoln Steffens’s The Shame of the Cities
(3) Upton Sinclairs The Jungle

(4) Frank Norris’s The Octopus
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The Federal Reserve System was created in 1913
to

(1) authorize Congress to set interest rates

(2) regulate the nation’s money supply
(

3) allow the government to own the nation’s
banks

(4) take over the responsibility of printing money
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In the 1870s, the Granger movement was
organized to promote the interests of

(1) suffragists (3) factory workers
(2) farmers (4) recent immigrants
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The Meat Inspection Act (1906) and the Pure
Food and Drug Act (1906) were efforts by the
federal government to

(1) protect public health and safety
2) support business monopolies
3) restrict foreign competition

)

(
(
(4) regulate child labor
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Lincoln Steffens’s The Shame of the Cities and
Ida Tarbells The History of the Standard Oil
Company are examples of the use of

(1) the Gospel of Wealth

(2) the melting pot theory

(3) Social Darwinism

(4) muckraking
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In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a major
goal of the American Federation of Labor (AFL)
was to
( ) end restrictions on child labor

(2) admit women to the industrial workforce
(3) improve wages and working conditions
(4) join all workers into a single union
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One reason the American Federation of Labor
(AFL) was successful was that this organization
(1) focused on the needs of skilled workers

(2) rejected the use of strikes and boycotts

(3) ended the use of blacklists by employers

(4) called for government ownership of industry
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Which argument was used by Progressive Era

reformers to support the use of a graduated

income tax?

(1) Imports should be taxed to make foreign
goods more expensive than domestic goods.

(2) Taxes on corporations should be reduced so
jobs can be created.

(3) People who earn more money should pay
taxes at higher rates.

(4) All citizens should be taxed at the same rate
to treat all people equally.
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Many of the business trusts created in the late

1800s were eventually declared illegal primarily

because they

(1) eliminated competition by forming monopolies

(2) combined companies that manufactured dif-
ferent products

(3) donated large sums of money to political
candidates

(4) allowed children to work under unsafe
conditions
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Upton Sinclair, Frank Norris, and Ida Tarbell
made their greatest contributions to the
Progressive movement by

(1) working to end political corruption in cities

(2) speaking out for the equal rights of Hispanic
Americans

(3) supporting legislation to improve tenement
housing

(4) publishing books and articles to expose the
problems of society
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The American Federation of Labor’s support for
“bread and butter” unionism was intended to

(1) gain control of state and federal legislatures

(2) change the economic system to socialism

(3) combine all skilled and unskilled workers into
one large organization

(4) improve wages, hours, and working conditions
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The Progressive movement supported the idea
that the federal government should

(1) regulate big business

(2) reduce immigration

(3) build an overseas empire

(4) reduce the number of farms
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In passing the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890),
Congress intended to

(1) prevent large corporations from eliminating
their competition

(2) distinguish good trusts from bad trusts

(3) regulate rates charged by railroads

(4) force large trusts to bargain with labor unions
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Which government action is most closely

associated with the efforts of muckrakers?

(1) ratification of the woman’s suffrage
amendment

(2) approval of the graduated income tax

(3) creation of the National Forest Service

(4) passage of the Meat Inspection Act
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In the early 1900s, Progressive Era reformers
sought to increase citizen participation in
government by supporting the

(1) expansion of the spoils system

(2) direct election of senators

(3) creation of the electoral college

(4) formation of the Federal Reserve system
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The Interstate Commerce Act and the Sherman

Antitrust Act were attempts by Congress to

(1) regulate the activities of big business

(2) protect consumers against unsafe products

(3) impose government regulations on agricul-
tural production

(4) bring transportation activities under govern-
ment ownership
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Base your answers (o questions 21 and 22 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of soclal studies.

A o

ONE SEES HIS FINISH UNLESS GOOD GOVERNMENT RETAKES THE SHIP.

Source: George B, Luks, The Verdic, June 5, 1099 (adapled)

21 What s the main idea of the cartoon? 22 Which group would most likely have favored
government action to address the tsue shown in

Govornment plicies have created a recession.
(1) Covernmont polices have ercated a recession governunent

(2) Americans support the activities o trusts
(3) Good government has saved the country from (1) bankers (3) industrialists

trusts (2) wnions @) railroad owners
(4) Trusts are a threat to the nation.
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Progressive Era (Late 1800’s -1917)

Progressive Movement- A movement to correct the economic and social abuses of industrial society. Supported
consumer protection, women's suffrage, secret ballot, income tax, direct election of Senators, Prohibition.
Progressives- Believed the government needs to regulate big business to protect consumers and workers.
Opposed the Laissez-faire attitude of the late 19™ century. The progressive movement was a response to the
industrialization and urbanization of the U.S. because these factors led to poor, unsafe living conditions and
abusive big businesses.

Jane Adams- Established settlement houses that provided assistance to the poor.

Robert M. LaFollette- Progressive reformer who wanted to start a civil rights movement for African Americans
(was unsuccessful).

W.E.B. Du Bo
end segregation and win equal rights.

Booker T. Washington- Believed that African Americans should pursue education as the key to improving social
status. Founded a vocational training institution in the late 1800s to improve economic opportunities for African
Americans. Differed from W.E.B. Du Bois on the best way that African Americans could effectively achieve
equality.

During this era, states established public schools and passed compulsory education laws. Reformers
argued that an educated, literate population was necessary for a successful democracy.

Formed the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in order to
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Economic/ Progressive Reform:
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Interstate Commerce Act (1887)- Created the Interstate Commerce Commission. Marked the first time that a Federal
regulatory agency (a branch of the government that watches the economy) was established. Was passed in response to
demands of farmers and small business owners.

Sherman Antitrust Act (1890)- Law passed by congress in an attempt to limit the power of monopolies.

Clayton Antitrust Act — Declared that unions were not conspiracies in restraint of trade (made Unions legal). In
response to business combinations limiting competition.

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)- Supreme Court case that allowed the Federal Government to regulate interstate commerce
(business and trading between different states). .

Wabash v. lllinois- limited the power of big business.

Federal Reserve System- Established by the Federal Reserve Act (1913) which was intended to provide a stable supply of
money and credit. Supported by President Woodrow Wilson. The Federal Reserve can reduce a recession by lowering
interest rates.

Graduated/Progressive Income Tax- Authorized by the 16" amendment (1913). Based on the idea that people with

higher incomes should pay a greater percentage of their income in taxes (taxes are based on the ability to pay).




