
 
PS10 PTA General Meeting Minutes // February 27, 2020 

 
 
8:33 AM Meeting Called to Order by  Heather / Seconded by Julie 
 

● January 16th meeting’s minutes approved 
 

● Volunteer Help Needed / Morning Safety Volunteer Program: Heather Volik 
○ 8 am- 8:20 am - need helpers in the morning to aid with line-up, you’ll get a 

yellow vest to help out. Walk around and make sure the kids see you and can 
let you know if there’s anything wrong, if there’s an issue don’t touch the kids 
but you can alert a DOE worker. There will be an info sheet by security. 
Remind kids to grab their stuff before going into the school. Cuts down on 
morning issues. We will need help both outside and inside during inclement 
weather. 

 
● Treasurer’s Report: Jenn Cribbs 

○ We have a budget amendment for the meeting attendees to vote on: 
■ Moving the following amounts from the following lines to STEAM 

Education (K-3) bringing the total budget line amount to $40,200: 
● Teacher Gift Certificates for Classroom: $2k that we have not 

historically ever spent, we will adjust back up if teacher 
requests require it 

● Support for Students in Need: $3k that we have been able to 
cover with vendor partners and DOE budget lines. If there is a 
greater need in this line, we will revisit and meet it. 

● Recess Enrichment: $17,200 to be covered by DOE budget lines 
in exchange for the PTA covering science vendor payments 

■ Moving $2,500 from the Carnegie Hall Budget line up to 
Student/Teacher Ratio budget line, as the DOE can cover Carnegie Hall 
and funding in the student/teacher ratio line is needed 

○ Following explains a bit more about why we needed to  amend the budget: 
■ Going forward, DOE will not allow schools to rollover DOE funds. PTA 

funding, however, can be rolled over and this will help cover the gap. 
■ Impact on monies going to programs at PS10 is the same, we are just 

changing where payment comes from. 
○ The budget amendment was unanimously approved. 
○ This year’s budget is ambitious (+20% YOY), in response to parent priorities 

as identified in the parent survey.  We boosted lines like 
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Inclusion/anti-bullying education, science, push-in teachers, and music. It is 
possible that we’ll have a $40K deficit. Our fundraising is currently on track 
with last year; if we are going to continue supporting world-class science and 
music enrichment programming we have to do better. If we don’t, we will 
need to back off on our goals for the next school year.  

○ If anyone has development experience and can help us fundraise to increase 
direct giving, corporate matching, grant writing, etc. Email 
president@pta.ps10.org. We would love to have your support! 

○ The most immediate thing any parent can do is push read-a-thon 
donations with colleagues, family, and friends who do not typically 
donate. One effective strategy that has already yielded exciting results: a 
mom had her kid record a video of her daughter asking for money for 
read-a-thon and had an incredible response from work colleagues. The PTA 
is eligible to receive matching donations from any corporation - this includes 
any money your colleagues donate to the read-a-thon! 

 
● Executive Board (“e-board”) Nominations: Johanna Schiller & Kathryn Keucher 

○ Kathryn and Johanna were unanimously approved to chair and co-chair the 
nominating committee. 

○ We welcome everyone to join our Executive Board, we are a friendly & 
welcoming group! It is a great way to effect change at your children’s school. 

○ Elections will be in May, we will send out descriptions of the positions. 
○ Kathryn & Johanna are available to answer questions, you can ask other 

e-board members as well (e-board members are listed on our website, 
PS10.org). 

○ The time commitment varies and it does not have to be all-consuming. 
○ How can we make the board more accessible to a diverse group of people? 

We would like to bring in diversity and different perspectives. Example: 
Parent Liaison is a position on the e-board that is more flexible, do not have 
to attend every meeting. This is a great entry point to the e-board. 

○ The Exec Board meetings are now at 7:30 am so that people with full-time 
jobs can attend. 

○ Anyone can show up and attend the e-board meetings, the dates are posted 
on the Newsflash. 

 
● Principal’s Report: Laura Scott 

○ Thank you to the PTA! 
○ In March we have lots of activities like dance and other programs for each 

grade. 
○ The circus is coming to PS10: March 18th they are going to K-280 for a 

performance. 
○ Family Science Night is tonight at 6:15. 
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○ Rube Goldberg Saturday 1-3 pm for 4th & 5th-grade families, get free 

materials and help on projects. 
○ Saturday school starts at 8:45 am, 3-5th graders can attend. 
○ The playground at K280 will be finished on May 17th. 
○ The police department spoke with 4th & 5th graders about safety while they 

are outside on the streets, as part of the Vision Zero initiative. 
○ They are hiring a new parent coordinator at K280, interviewing people this 

afternoon. 
○ Diversity project happening at K280 as well, choosing one family from each 

class and giving their background stories. 
○ Working on a new website, because our website is not ADA compliant for 

people with disabilities. E-Chalk is helping to redesign it. Includes a unified 
calendar on the main page. Admin will be meeting with the PTA to coordinate 
their section of the site. 

○ The 3rd & 4th-floor bathrooms are being redone, should be finished by April. 
○ Surveys: will be going home to parents, they are critical to our school. Last 

year the participation was low. We really need parents to sound off. 
○ The US Census is coming, we really need people to participate. 
○ Participatory Budgeting ballot: we need parents in Menchaca’s district to vote 

for our 2 projects on the ballot, including lunchroom noise reduction, and 
new water fountains with bottle filling stations. Most of our families live in 
Brad Lander’s district and cannot vote, but those in the district need to vote 
for our ballot initiatives. Voting will be in March, online. This will be 
publicized. Ages 11+ will be eligible to vote. 

○ Lunch release for 4th grade will start in late March. 
○ Any update from the police on the investigation? They’ve narrowed it down 

to a couple of people. 
○ Everyone moved to the lobby to look at the new, ADA-compliant website. 

 
● Upcoming Events 

○ Family Science Night - Tonight @ 6:30pm 
○ Free Science Fair Workshop for 4th & 5th Grade - Saturday, Feb 29, 1-3 pm 
○ Teacher Appreciation Feast / PT Conferences, Thurs., March 5th 
○ Reading Under the Stars - Fri., March 6th 
○ Progressive Dinner - Sat., March 21st 

 
● New & Old Business 

○ Health/cleanliness & handwashing among the student body 
 

● Extended Day Report: 
○ Student Enrichment: 
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■ 3 people so far signed up for the 5th grade LEGO robotics program at 

the middle school, we will still run it as a pilot program. We may open 
it up to 4th graders. 

■ Will have a Spanish language program in Extended Day as an ongoing, 
6-year track program 1x week for the entire year. 

○ Parent Experience: 
■ Newsletter going out monthly, it’ll be available on Jumbula, Konstella, 

and the sign-out line. 
○ Personnel: 

■ Liam is doing a great job as interim director, trial period ends in 
March. 

○ Operations: 
■ The lottery forms were due yesterday, registration next week. 

○ Budgeting: 
■ Needs to be voted on, next meeting.  
■ Next Extended Day Committee meeting is Monday, March 9th after 

drop-off. 
 

● Upcoming Events: 
○ Family Science Night: All About the Brain! Different types of “brains” and 

neuroscientist volunteers will be there. We need volunteers to help run the 
event. Set-up starts at 5:00 pm, we will work around Extended Day. 

○ Teacher’s Feast: Coming next week on Conference day, assignments and 
volunteer sign-up are out. Teachers love the event, and it’s a lot of fun to 
volunteer to help out. 

○ Saturday 2/29, 1 pm - 3 pm, Title 1 and PTA are coming together with League 
of Young Inventors to help you work with your kids on their 4th & 5th Grade 
science projects. We are here to help with free materials and guidance. For 
2nd and 3rd grade parents, we will be doing something for that as well. 

○ Read-a-thon/Reading under the stars:  
■ It ends next Friday, keep reading! 
■ Friday, March 6th, collect your donations & sponsors, March 9th 

donations are due.  
■ Friday, March 6th, Reading Under the Stars free family event at 6:00 

pm-8:00 pm, The Magicians Assistant will be performing a comedic 
magic performance. There will be food, a book swap, activities. 

○ March 21st Progressive Dinner, we have a workshop coming up for 
prospective families. If interested in hosting, e-mail President@pta.ps10.org 
or Progressivesupper@pta.ps10.org - apps, main course & dessert will be at 
different homes. 
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○ Saturday, April 4th 11a-4p is STEAM Fair, it’ll be in the cafeteria, gym, 

auditorium. We are planning a cookout that will show you how to not waste 
food. Will do a carryover from Science Night about the brain, mindfulness. 

 
● New/Old Business 

○ Handwashing/cleanliness:  
■ We need kids to wash their hands more. Kids are doing things like 

picking up trash in the schoolyard and then eating lunch; is there a 
way to make sure kids can clean their hands prior to eating?  

■ One idea is to set up hand sanitizers, we can also have kids use the 
gang sinks at the front and back of the cafeteria. In the case of 
outbreaks of a particular illness, they give them sanitizing wipes to 
wipe down surfaces.  

■ Going forward, the administration agreed to work with the custodial 
team to fully stock the soap dispensers in all of the bathrooms, add 
soap to the gang sinks, and set up hand sanitizers in the cafeteria. 

■ Parents are also urged to have a conversation with their kids about 
either using hand sanitizer or washing before they eat. 

 
● Town Hall Q&A 

○ PTA purchased a security mirror for the front of the lobby, they are installing 
it. 

 
● Heather made a motion to adjourn meeting @ 9:55 am, Julie seconded. 
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