
Englewood Public School District 

Social Studies 

Grade 4 

Second Marking Period 

 

Unit 2 - New Jersey and New Comers: A Growing State 

 

Overview: Students in the fourth grade social studies program engage in a study of New Jersey. In the process, students continue the journey of 

learning the social studies themes of history, economics, geography and civics by learning about the state in which they live. In unit 2, students focus 

on learning the social studies themes of New Jersey State history including; early Americans, exploration, colonization, immigration, and the 

American Revolution. 

 

Time Frame: 40 to 45 Days 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Discuss that the Lenape Indians were the first group of people to make their home New Jersey. 

Identify the reasons for early exploration. 

Discuss significant Revolutionary war activity that occurred in New Jersey.  

New Jersey is a state of migrants and immigrants and the United States is a nation made of immigrants. 

 

Essential Questions: 

How and why did the Lenape Indians come to New Jersey?  

What country first claimed New Jersey?  

What role did New Jersey have in the Revolutionary War?  

Why did so many individuals immigrate to New Jersey?  

What impact did slavery have on individuals and American society? 

 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and 

political maps to explain 

how the location and 

spatial relationship of 

places in New Jersey, the 

United States, and other 

areas, worldwide, have 

contributed to cultural 

diffusion and economic 

Topics 

 

Native Americans 

 

Exploration 

 

Settlers 

 

American Revolution 

 

As an introduction to Unit 

2, students will watch a 

brief video (Around and 

About New Jersey: The 

Lenape Indians), following 

the video, students will 

create a whole class KWL 

chart, listing the things they 

know about New Jersey 

history, the teacher can 

Literature: 

You, New Jersey, And The 

World, Teachers Package, 

Afton Publishing Co., Inc. 

Copyright 2004 (Teacher 

manuals and text books)  

Web-based Resources: 

Around and About New 

Formative Assessments: 

Instructors will confer with 

students to investigate their 

knowledge (anecdotal 

records & observation). 

Students will be evaluated 

on teacher created quizzes. 

Students’ progress will be 



interdependence. 

6.1.4.B.7 Explain why 

some locations in New 

Jersey and the United 

States are more suited for 

settlement than others. 

6.1.4.D.1 Determine the 

impact of European 

Colonization on Native 

American populations, 

including the Lenni 

Lenape of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.2 Summarize 

reasons why various 

groups, voluntarily and 

involuntarily immigrated 

to New Jersey and 

America, and describe the 

challenges they 

encountered. 

6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the 

impact of voluntary and 

involuntary immigration 

on America’s growth as a 

nation, historically and 

today.  

6.1.4. D.4 Explain how key 

events led to the creation 

of the United States and 

the state of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.6 Describe the 

civic leadership qualities 

and historical 

Immigration 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will be able to 

apply the following skills 

and strategies:  

 

Describe the Lenape’s 

migration.  

Describe the Lenape village 

and identify reasons for its 

location.  

Identify the culture and 

customs of the Lenape 

Indians.  

Identify early explorers of 

New Jersey and describe 

their explorations.  

Identify New Jersey’s first 

settlers.  

Compare and contrast 

Dutch and Swedish 

settlements.  

Identify contributions of 

early colonists.  

Analyze change in power in 

colonial New Jersey and 

Identify England as the 

ruling country.  

Compare how colonist lived 

include the essential 

questions under the W 

section of the chart and at 

the end of unit the class will 

complete the chart 

answering all the essential 

questions. (CRP2, CRP4) 

 

Following a presentation of 

Lesson 4: “Lenape” in You, 

New Jersey, And The 

World, students will 

conduct a whole-class 

discussion answering the 

questions on page 76 of the 

social studies textbook. 

(SL.4.1, SL.4.4) 

 

Students design model 

Lenape Longhouses using 

materials they find in the 

environment. (CRP6) 

 

Students will work 

collaboratively to create a 

whole class T-chart, to 

compare & contrast roles of 

the Lenape family. 

(CRP12, NJSLSA.W4) 

 

Following a presentation of 

Lesson 5: “Colonists” in 

You, New Jersey, And The 

World, students will 

conduct a whole-class 

discussion answering the 

questions on page 96 of the 

social studies textbook. 

Jersey: The Lenape Indians  

https://youtu.be/i5za3uuAT

bU 

 

Age of Exploration-Pre-

Colonial America 

https://youtu.be/DJWg3Rg

OxBA 

 

Slavery in America 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/sla

very/timeline/index.html 

 

Slave Memories 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/sla

very/memories/index_flash.

html 

 

Molly Pitcher Biography 

http://www.ducksters.com/h

istory/american_revolution/

molly_pitcher.php 

 

Lenape Home Longhouse 

Project 

http://lesson.website/elemen

tary-school-projects-on-

lenape-indian-longhouse/ 

 

ascertained via oral and 

written class work.  

Students will receive a 

grade for participation in 

classroom discussions and 

activities. 

Benchmark Assessment: 

Exact Path 

Summative Assessments: 

Students will be evaluated 

on the quality of their 

longhouse, based on their 

understanding of how and 

why the Lenape created 

similar shelters. 

Students will be evaluated 

on their understanding of 

one of the Founding Fathers 

via the Character Profile 

project. 

Students understanding of 

concepts and application of 

content will be partially 

evaluated via cooperative 

learning activities. 

Alternative Assessments: 

 

http://www.schrockguide.ne

t/assessment-and-

rubrics.html 
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contributions of George 

Washington, Thomas 

Jefferson, and Benjamin 

Franklin toward the 

development of the United 

States government. 

6.1.4.D.5 Relate key 

historical documents (i.e., 

the Mayflower Compact, 

the Declaration of 

Independence, the United 

States Constitution, and 

the Bill of Rights) to 

present day government 

and citizenship.  

6.1.4.D.8 

Determine the significance 

of New Jersey’s role in the 

American Revolution. 

6.1.4.D.9 Explain the 

impact of trans-Atlantic 

slavery on New Jersey, the 

nation, and individuals.  

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how 

folklore and the actions of 

famous historical and 

fictional characters from 

New Jersey and other 

regions of the United 

States contributed to the 

American national 

heritage.  

6.1.4.D.15 

Trace how the American 

in western and eastern New 

Jersey.  

Analyze changes in daily 

life over time by comparing 

family roles of the past and 

present.  

Analyze the role of African 

American slavery in New 

Jersey.  

Identify causes of the 

Revolutionary War. 

Describe ways colonist 

protested English rule.  

Describe important battles 

of the Revolution and 

analyze the affects of each.  

Locate, and identify New 

Jersey Revolutionary War 

historic sites.  

 

Following a brief video 

(Age of Exploration-Pre-

Colonial America) the class 

will work collaboratively to 

create a map of explorer’s 

routes to the United States.  

(CRP12) 

 

Students will work 

collaboratively to discuss 

and role-play Indian 

reactions to the Europeans.  

(CRP12, SL.4.1) 

 

Students will work 

collaboratively to identify 

and label settlements and 

dates on a New Jersey map.  

(CRP12) 

 

Following a presentation of 

Lesson 6: “Revolution” in 

You, New Jersey, And The 

World, students will 

conduct a whole-class 

discussion answering the 

questions on page 114 of 

the social studies textbook. 

(SL.4.1, SL.4.2, SL.4.4) 

 

Students will work in pairs 

or triads to write a 

persuasive letter convincing 

the Loyalist to become 

Patriots, students are 

encouraged to use 5 

historical facts stated in the 

student social studies 

Performance based 

evaluation using rubrics 

(http://rubistar.4teachers.org

/index.php) 

 

Portfolio of student work 

 

Oral presentations 

 

Self-evaluation, Peer 

evaluation 

 

Scavenger Hunt: Create 

questions based on a topic 

or a chapter.  

 

Film Project: Ask groups to 

write and film a 5-10 

minute movie based on the 

topic or subject.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php


identity evolved over time. 

(Describe America's new 

status as an independent 

nation as a result of the 

Revolutionary War.)  

 

 

 

 

 

textbooks. (NJSLSA.W4) 

 

Students will work 

collaboratively to create a 

class timeline of all events 

leading up to and occurring 

during the American 

Revolution. (CRP7, 

CRP12, NJSLSA.R1, 

NJSLSA.W4) 

 

Students will work in three 

collaborative groups to 

write character profiles of 

George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, and 

Benjamin Franklin 

(Character Profiles). 

(NJSLSA.W4) 

 

Following a teacher read-a-

loud of the biography of 

Molly Pitcher 

(Ducksters.com) Students 

will discuss the 

contributions she made to 

the Revolutionary war and 

to the American national 

heritage. Next, students will 

draw a picture of how they 

envision Molly Pitcher 

helping the soldiers. 

(9.2.4.A.4, SL.4.1) 

 

Following a presentation of 

Lesson 7: “Immigration” in 

You, New Jersey, And The 

World, students will 



conduct a whole-class 

discussion regarding when 

and where their families 

immigrated to the United 

States. SL.4.1, SL.4.2, 

SL.4.4) 

 

Enrichment Activity: 

Students will work 

independently or in small 

groups to make Lenape 

crafts (pottery, baskets, 

wampum belts, etc.). (CRP6) 

 

6.1.4.D.9 Explain the 

impact of trans-Atlantic 

slavery on New Jersey, the 

nation, and individuals. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in 

the 21st Century: All 

students will acquire the 

skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who 

value diversity and 

promote cultural 

understanding by working 

collaboratively to address 

the challenges that are 

inherent in living in an 

interconnected world.  

 

Amistad 

 

Students will learn about 

the history and development 

of slavery in the United 

States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holocaust/Genocide 

 

Students will be able: To 

understand the American 

 

 

Students will learn how 

slavery developed along 

with America by studying 

an interactive digital 

timeline that covers the 

history and impact of 

slavery in America.  

 

Students will listen to and 

read “Slave Memories” to 

learn about the impact 

slavery had on individuals 

in early America. (CRP8) 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will read This 

Land is my Land and 

answer discussion 

 

 

Web-based Resources: 

http://www.njamistadcurric

ulum.net/ 

 

PBS.org 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/sla

very/timeline/index.html 

  

PBS.org 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/sla

very/memories/index_flash.

html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holocaust (RE: N.J.S.A. 

18A:35-28, 

 

 

Formative Assessment: 

 

Students will be able to 

identify specific events on 

the interactive time line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment: 

Discussion questions 
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Indian view of history and 

contemporary life  

To enjoy the work of an 

Indian artist  

To appreciate the heritage 

of a Native American  

 

 

questions. For follow up, 

students will write a letter 

explaining how they feel 

about the treatment of the 

Indians and suggesting 

ways to improve the 

situation.  

 

 

Holocaust/Genocide 

Education)  

NJ Holocaust 

Commission: Caring 

Makes a Difference K-4 

Curriculum: This Land Is 

My Land, by George 

Littlechild  

file:///NJ Holocaust 

Commission/ Caring Makes 

a Difference K-4 

Curriculum/ This Land Is 

My Land, by George 

Littlechild  

 

 

 

Journal Entry 

 

Letter 

Key Vocabulary  

Wampum, Lenape Indians, Moccasins, Wigwam, Archeologist, Colony, Militia, Loyalist, Patriot, Colonist, Minuteman, Redcoats, Revolution, 

Regiment, State, Massacre, Migration, Slavery 

Accommodations and Modifications: 

 

Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be attended to 

by all instructional leaders.  Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to support this 

learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered.  

 

ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 

 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/.  This particular unit has limited language barriers due to the physical nature of the curriculum. 

 

Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will be 

reviewed o determine support. This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to UDL, 

time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations. More time and will be made available with a certified instructor to aid students in 

reaching the standards. 

 

Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 

complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


 

English Language 

Learners 

 

● Speak and display 

terminology  

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Provide ELL 

students with 

multiple literacy 

strategies. 

● Word walls 

● Use peer readers 

● Give page numbers 

to help the students 

find answers 

● Provide a computer 

for written work 

● Provide two sets of 

textbooks, one for 

home and one for 

school 

● Provide visual aids 

Special Education 

 

● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated in the 

student’s IEP 

● Work with paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

● Work with a partner 

● Provide concrete examples  

● Restructure lesson using UDL 

principals 

(http://www.cast.org/our-

work/about-

udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA). 

● Provide students with multiple 

choices for how they can represent 

their understandings (e.g. 

multisensory techniques-

auditory/visual aids; pictures, 

illustrations, graphs, charts, data 

tables, multimedia, modeling).  

 

At-Risk 

 

● Using visual 

demonstrations, 

illustrations, and 

models 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in 

simple written 

format. Oral prompts 

can be given. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one 

time 

● Teachers may modify 

instructions by 

modeling what the 

student is expected to 

do 

● Instructions may be 

printed out in large 

print and hung up for 

Gifted and Talented 

 

● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking skills 

● Adjusting the pace of lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Problem-based learning 

● Student Driven Instruction 

● Structure the learning around explaining or 

solving a social or community-based issue. 

● Collaborate with after-school programs or 

clubs to extend learning opportunities. 

● William and Mary Social Studies curriculum  

● for gifted learners: 

https://k12.kendallhunt.com/program/william-

mary-gifted-social-studies-curriculum 

 



● Provide additional 

time to complete a 

task 

● Use graphic 

organizers 

 

 

 

 

the student to see 

during the time of the 

lesson. 

● Review behavior 

expectations and 

make adjustments for 

personal space or 

other behaviors as 

needed. 

● Structure lessons 

around questions that 

are authentic, relate to 

students’ interests, 

social/family 

background and 

knowledge of their 

community. 

● Provide opportunities 

for students to 

connect with people 

of similar 

backgrounds (e.g. 

conversations via 

digital tool such as 

SKYPE, experts from 

the community 

helping with a 

project, journal 

articles, and 

biographies).  

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP4.  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8:  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 



Integration of 21st Century Standards NJSLS 9: 

 

9.2.4.A.4: Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success. 

 

Integration of Technology Standards NJSLS 8: 

 

8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: ELA-NJSLS/ELA: 

 

Anchor Standards:  

 

NJSLSA.R1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

provided. 

 

NJSLSA.W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Grade 4: 

 

SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 

texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.4.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 

details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.4.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).  
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