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  GRADE 1 
  Unit 3: Nature Near and Far 

Overview:  
During this unit, students will study nature, 
including ocean life, the rainforest, and how the 
seasons affect wildlife and the environment.  
Students will also consider why it is important 
for people to create and follow rules.  Students 
will also hone their ability to write reviews and 
non-fiction literature. 

Journeys Program Resources 

Unit 3: Nature Near and Far 
Launch the Unit ST book page 9 (FYI, STS, CON), Unit Performance Task page T485, Unit 
Test (D/P) 

Lesson 11: 
Marine Habitats 
 
Anchor Text: At 
Home in the 
Ocean pp. 14-29 
 
Paired Selection: 
“Water” pp. 34-
36 
 
WGI: p. T1 
 
SGI: p. T79 
 
BIB: 73-86 
 
DR:  
Seth and Beth 
Zeb Yak 
The Duck Nest 
Animal Moms 
 

Lesson 12: 
Jungle Animals 
 
Anchor Text: 
How Leopard 
Got His Spots 
pp. 46-63 
 
Paired 
Selection: “The 
Rain Forest” pp. 
68-70 
 
WGI: p. T99 
 
SGI: p. T179 
 
BIB: 87-90 
 
DR:  
Scratch, Chomp 
Rich Gets a Dog 
Champs 

Lesson 13: 
Seasons 
 
Anchor Text: 
Seasons pp. 80-
99 
 
Paired 
Selection: “Four 
Seasons for 
Animals” pp. 
104-114 
 
WGI: p. T199 
 
SGI: p. T283 
 
BIB: 91-98 
 
DR:  
Phil’s New Bat 
In a Rush 

Lesson 14: 
Citizenship 
 
Anchor Text: 
The Big Race 
pp. 124-143 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Rules and 
Laws” pp. 148-
154 
 
WGI: p. T303 
 
SGI: p. T385 
 
BIB: 99-104 
 
DR:  
Tate’s Cake 
Dave and the 
Whales 

Lesson 15: 
Animals 
 
Anchor Text: 
Animal Groups 
pp. 164-173 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Animal Picnic” 
pp. 188-190 
 
WGI: p. T405 
 
SGI: p. T489 
 
BIB: 105-112 
 
DR:  
Mike’s Bike 
The Nest 
The Nice Vet 
Kite Time 

Standards: 
RF.1.1   1.2   1.3   1.4 
RI.1.1   1.3 
RL. 1.1   1.2   1.3   1.4   1.7   1.9    
SL.1.3 
W. 1.1   1.5   1.6 
 
         

Instructional 
Time: 6 weeks 

Objectives:  
Students will identify an author’s purpose and 
the reasons the author gives to support points. 
Students will analyze and evaluate text to aid 
comprehension. 
Students will use notes to engage effectively and 
collaborative conversation. 
 
Students will write a chapter book with greater 
independence. 
Students will understand the sequence of events 
and describe the major events.  
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Students will ask and answer questions about 
key details while reading.  
Students will use writing to share information in 
collaborative conversation. 
Students will understand cause and effect.  
Students will visualize while reading a selection 
to aid comprehension.  
Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic. 
Students will be able to critique the quality of 
writing. 
 
Students will use text evidence and prior 
knowledge to draw conclusions about a story.  
Infer and predict while reading a story to aid 
comprehension.  
Students will use notes to engage effectively in 
collaborative conversation. 
 
Students will compare and contrast to 
understand a selection better.  
Students will monitor and clarify while reading a 
selection to aid comprehension.  
Students will use drawings while sharing 
information in collaborative conversation. 
 
Students will be able to write a persuasive 
review. 
Students will review phonetics concepts.  
Students will learn new phoneme/rules via a 
multisensory approach.  
Students will decode multisyllabic words.  

D/P- RA “The 
Piano Lesson” p. 
T14 
 
P – LLG pp. 76-77 
 
D – PJ 11.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
150-164 
 
P – VC-C 61-68 
(T20-21) 
 
P – BLM 
Handwriting 
Models; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric 
 
D/P - LITC p. T6 
 
D – IWL 
Vocabulary 
Strategies- 
Classify and 
Categorize 
Words; Digraph 
th; Base Words 
and -s, es, ed, ing 
Endings 

Kits, Chicks, and 
Pups 
 
D/P- RA “Turtle, 
Frog, and Rat” 
p. T112 
 
P – LLG pp. 78-
79 
 
D – PJ 12.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
165-179 
 
P – VC-C 69-76 
(T118-119) 
 
P – BLM 
Handwriting 
Models; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric  
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T104 
 
D – IWL 
Vocabulary 
Strategies- 
Homophones; 

Ralph Goes to 
Camp 
Trish’s Gift 
 
D/P- RA “The 
Prickly Pride of 
Texas” p. T212 
 
P – LLG pp. 80-
81; 140-141 
 
D – PJ 13.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
180-194 
 
P – VC-C 77-84 
(T218-219) 
 
P – BLM 
Handwriting 
Models; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric  
D/P - LITC p. 
T204 
 
D – IWL 
Vocabulary 
Strategies- 
Words ending 

A Safe Lodge 
The Race 
 
D/P- RA “The 
Tortoise and 
the Hare” p. 
T316 
 
P – LLG pp. 82-
82; 142-143 
 
D – PJ 14.1-8 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
195-209 
 
P – VC-C 85-92 
(T322-323) 
 
P – BLM 
Handwriting 
Models 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T308 
 
D – IWL 
Vocabulary 
Strategies-
Shades of 
Meaning; Long i 
(CVCe); 

D/P- RA “The 
Dancing 
Wolves” p. T418 
 
P – LLG pp. 84-
85; 144-145 
 
D – PJ 14.1; 
15.1-8 
 
D/P – RN pp. 74-
88 
 
P – VC-C 210-
223 
(T424-425) 
 
P – BLM 
Handwriting 
Models; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T410 
 
D – IWL 
Vocabulary 
Strategies- 
Suffixes- er, est; 
Long i (CVCe); 
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Students will spell high frequency words 
correctly. Students will comprehend what they 
hear and read. 
 

 D- GSV N/A 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
11 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Shark 
 
D/P – LR 
Author’s 
Purpose; 
Analyze/Evaluate 
SR- In the Sea 
OL- Coral Reefs 
AD- The Amazing 
Octopus 
ELL- Life in the 
Coral Reefs 

Digraphs ch, 
tch; Possessives 
with ‘s; 
Phonogram -
atch 
  
D- GSV N/A 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
12 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Spots 
 
D/P – LR 
Sequence of 
Events; 
Question 
SR- Giraffe’s 
Neck 
OL- Bear’s Tail 
AD- Peacock’s 
Tail 
ELL- Bear’s 
Long, Brown 
Tail 

in -ed, -ing, -s; 
Digraphs sh, 
wh, ph; 
Contractions 
with ‘s, n’t 
  
D- GSV Subject-
Verb 
Agreement 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
13 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Ducks 
 
D/P – LR Cause 
and Effect; 
Visualize 
SR- Winter 
OL- Fall 
Changes 
AD- Seasons 
Around the 
World 
ELL- In the Fall 

Phonogram -
ake; Soft c, g, 
dge; 
Phonogram -
ace 
  
D- GSV N/A  
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
14 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Desert Animals 
D/P – LR 
Conclusion; 
Infer/Predict 
SR- Izzy’s Move 
OL- The 
Treasure Map 
AD- Cam the 
Camel 
ELL- The Map 
and the 
Treasure 

Digraphs kn, wr, 
gn, mb; 
Phonograms -
ine, ite 
  
D- GSV N/A 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
15 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Animals 
D/P – LR 
Compare and 
Contrast; 
Monitor/Clarify 
SR- Making 
Home 
OL- All About 
Bats 
AD- Bald Eagles 
ELL- Many Kinds 
of Bats 

Enduring Understandings:   
Many unique plants and animals live in the 
ocean. 
Wild animals behave differently from 
domesticated animals. 
Seasons effect the environment. 
Rules are needed to keep order. 
 

Essential Questions:   
What kind of plants and animals would you find 
in the ocean? 
How are jungle animals different from animals 
on a farm? 
What changes do the different seasons cause? 
Why is it important to have rules? 
What makes birds different from mammals? 
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Common Language Guide (Journeys 1 - 5) 

The Common Language Guide (Journeys) provides a list of acronyms to use when reading/reviewing the Program and Curriculum 
Resource (PACR) documents for Journeys, grades 1 – 5. 
 

BB Big Books 
 

LR Leveled Readers 
SR- Struggling Reader 
OL- On Level 
AD- Advanced 

ELL- English Language Learner 

BIB Blend-It Books (Grades 1-2 only) 
 

BLM  Blackline Master 
 

P Print 
 

CON Channel One News 
 

PJ Projectable 

CR  Close Reader RA Read Aloud 

D Digital 
 

RN Reader’s Notebook 
 

DI Differentiated Instruction (ELL) 
Differentiated Instruction (RTI) 
 

RT-C Retelling Cards 

 DR Decodable Reader 
(Grades 1-1 only)  

SGI Small Group Instruction  

FYI FYI 
 

SS-C Sound-Spelling Cards 

GSV Grammar Snap Video  
 

STSV Stream to Start Video 

IFC Interactive Flip Chart 
 

TB Trade Books 

IWL Interactive Whiteboard Lesson 
 

VC-C Vocabulary in Context Cards 
 

IWSL Interactive Writing, Speaking, and Listening Lessons 
(Grades 3-5) 
 

VR Vocabulary Reader  
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L-C Letter Cards 
 

WGI Whole Group Instruction 

LITC Literacy Centers 
 

WIR Write-in Reader 
 

LLG Literacy and Language Guide 
 

  

 


