
 
                                                           Minutes 

 
STEGER SCHOOL DISTRICT 194 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Thursday, August 15, 2019 

At 6:00 P.M. 
COLUMBIA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Helsel.  Members present Helsel, 
Raymond, Page, Edwards, Geraci, Turner.  Members absent: Butkus 
 
Administrators present: Dr. David Frusher, Eric Diehl, Jan Lenci, Kim Mahoney, Anne Luering, 
Brianne Oliver, Bruce Nieminski, Tom Aguirre, Tim Tufts, Janet Inglese, Jeff Nelson, 
Stephanie Winborn, Rachael Diehl, Anthony Graziani, Melissa Cunha 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Participation 
Parent of a 5th grade student asked questions about the Wednesday 1:30 early release. 
Mr. Hezekiah Israel addressed the school Board regarding school safety and religion in 
school. 

     
Minutes 
A motion was made by Mr. Geraci and seconded by Mrs. Edwards to approve the following 
items. 

  
 ACTION       A.   Approval of the minutes of the June 13, 2019, Board Meeting Regular and 

Closed Session. 
 ACTION       B. Approval of the minutes of the July 11, 2019, Special Board Meeting Regular 

and Closed Session. 
 ACTION       C. Approval of the minutes of the August 8, 2019, Special Board Meeting 

Regular and Closed Session. 
     ACTION        D.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board review the minutes            
                                                                                                                                                                from the January 17, 2019, and February 21, 2019,   Closed Sessions  
                                  and that they be kept closed, and that the tapes from the January 18,            

                             2018 and the February 15, 2018, Closed Sessions  be destroyed 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Page, Geraci, Raymond, Turner.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Butkus. Members abstaining: None  
Motion carried 
 
 
 FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS   

      A motion was made by Mrs. Turner and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the   
following item under Financial Accounts: 
 
ACTION    F.    Payment of Bills - Approval of July & August bills 
 



Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. Members 
voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 

 
 

 SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT      
Dr. Frusher discussed school programs, ISBE Policy Procedures, Press Plus, Community 
meeting with Steger-South Chicago Heights Public Library, Meet & Greet with the 
Superintendent and new administrators, PLC workshop and the IASA New Superintendent 
Conference.   

 
 BOARD MATTERS (Consent Agenda) 

 A motion was made by Mrs.Edwards and seconded by Mrs.Turner to approve the following 
action items under Board Matters: 
 

     ACTION      C.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the 2019-                
 2020 public school calendar as presented. 
    ACTION      D.    The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Resolution to 

Amend the Cafeteria Plan including a Health Flexible Spending Account 
and Dependent Care Flexible Spending Account effective September 1, 
2019. 

Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. Members 
voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 

 
PERSONNEL (Consent Agenda)   

     A Motion was made by Mrs.Edwards and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following            
action items under Personnel: 

 
  ACTION        A.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation          
                              of Kristel Burgan, PE/Health teacher at Columbia Central School,                 

effective June 26, 2019. 
 ACTION        B.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 

Monique Walker, as 4th grade teacher at Steger Intermediate Center, 
effective July 8, 2019. 

 ACTION        C.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Ann Geraci, 6th grade English teacher at Columbia Central School, 
effective July 16, 2019. 

 ACTION        D.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Nicole Tatge, Title I Aide at Steger Intermediate Center, effective July 18, 
2019. 

 ACTION        E.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Kelli Hallberg, Secretary to the Director of Teaching and Learning, 
effective August 8, 2019. 

 ACTION        F.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the maternity 
leave for Angela Vuollet, 5th grade teacher at Columbia Central School, 
effective approximately December 2, 2019. 

ACTION         G.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Laura Ridgley, Cross Categorical Teacher at Columbia Central School, 
effective August 20, 2019 

ACTION         H.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the maternity 
leave for Lauren Lagesse, Kindergarten teacher at Steger Primary Center, 
effective August 21, 2019. 

    ACTION          I.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the  



         employment of Karen Polewarcyk as Lunch/Recess Supervisor at  
       Steger Intermediate Center effective for the 2019-2020 school       
        year. 
ACTION        J.       The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the   
        employment of Awdry Varchette as First Grade Teacher at Steger  
         Primary  Center MA+15 Step 0, effective for the 2019-2020 school year.  
ACTION       K.      The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the                                    

employment of Vernice Henderson as Rti Aide at Steger Primary                      
Center, effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

ACTION       L.      The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the               
employment of Brian Nolan as PE/Health Teacher at Columbia Central 
School BA-0, effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 ACTION       M.      The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of Alexa Mlyniec as the Social Worker at Steger Intermediate Center 
MA+15 Step 1, effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

ACTION        N. The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of Jakia Rush as a paraprofessional at Steger Intermediate Center, 
effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 ACTION        O.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the   
employment of Maura Conrad as a cross cat teacher at Steger 
Intermediate Center @BA-0, effective for the 2019-2020 school year.  

  ACTION        P.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of Amanda Mizaur as a 3rd grade teacher at Steger Intermediate Center 
@BA-4, effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

  ACTION        Q.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of LaToya Sams as a paraprofessional at Columbia Central School, 
effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

      ACTION        R.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of Christen Maxwell as a paraprofessional at Columbia Central School, 
effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

      ACTION        S. The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the           
employment of Beth Dziadon as a 6th grade ELA teacher at Columbia 
Central School @BA-4, effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 ACTION         T.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the            
employment of Jessica Dempsey as a Special Education:                   Co-
Taught/Resource Teacher at Columbia Central School BA-0, effective for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 

    ACTION         U.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the employment 
of Yana Seymore as a paraprofessional at Steger Primary Center, 
effective for the 2019-2020 school year. 

ACTION         V.      The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Maria Ramos, Food Service employee at Steger Intermediate          Center, 
effective August 16, 2019. 

ACTION         W.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board accept the resignation of 
Joyce Schissler, Food Service Manager at Steger Intermediate Center, 
effective August 15, 2019. 

ACTION         X.     The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the       
Consulting  Agreement with Patricia Hahto for the 2019-2020 school      
year. 

Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. Members 
voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 
 



 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  
 Mr. Diehl discussed the end of the year finances and goals for the school district. 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS      
 
New Business  
Mr. & Mrs. Geraci thanked the Board of Education for her time at Steger School District 194, 
also she will miss the students and staff. 
  
Old Business  
None at this time 
 
Correspondence 
Thank you letter from Claudia Brennan 
Thank you letter from the Goncher Family 

 
PTA Report   
None at this time 
 

CLOSED SESSION  
  
ACTION    A.   At 6:54 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Turner and seconded by Mr. Geraci to                

go into Closed Session to discuss the following.   
       
                                                                                                                                                 1. The appointment, employment, compensation,   discipline,   performance, or 
                                                                                                                                                                     dismissal of specific employees of the   public body; 
       2. Student disciplinary matters; 

                                             3. Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees      
or their representatives.  

 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. Members 
voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 
 
At 7:40 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Geraci and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to return to open 
session.  Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. 
Members voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
At: 7:41 p.m. a moton was made by Mr. Geraci and seconded by Mrs. Page to adjourn the 
meeting.  Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Edwards, Geraci, Page, Raymond. 
Members voting nay: None. Members absent: Butkus. Motion carried. 
 


