
The ABCs of Universal Pre-K (SUPK)

Island Park UFSD



Welcome!
Introductions

➢ Mr. Vincent Randazzo, Superintendent

➢ Dr. Alison Offerman-Celentano, Asst. 
Superintendent

➢Mr. Jacob Russum, Director of Pupil Personnel

➢Ms. Cynthia Cameron, Principal (FXH)

➢Dr. Bruce Hoffman, Principal (LOMS)

➢Ms. Alexis Giarratano, Pre-K Teacher

➢Ms. Alyssa Petry, Pre-K Teacher

➢Mrs. Jeanie Nappie, Pre-K Teacher

➢Mrs. Rachel Brosokas, School Nurse

➢Mrs. Allison Janofsky, Social Worker
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Universal Pre-K Quick Facts

• This is a State-funded program.
• It is a campaign for Educational Equity that increases 

the number of students in pre-kindergarten.
• The program runs if we receive the SUPK grant; it 

does not run if we do not have the grant.
• There are no fees charged to families.
• Students must be 4 years of age by December 1, 

2022 and is a legal resident of Island Park (If toilet 
training is an issue, please contact the social worker 
for assistance.)

• The program is five days/week, full-day (5hrs 20 
mins+), 183 days and follows the District Calendar.

• Once registered, students must attend daily in 
accordance with State and District attendance 
policies.

• Each classroom has a maximum of 20 students, a 
certified teacher and 2 certified teaching assistants.
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Universal Pre-K Quick Facts

• Transportation is currently provided by the 
District through the State under the grant.

• If transportation is provided, students are 
expected to ride the bus no later than 
beginning the second week of school.

• All children use NYS DOT approved booster 
seats.

• An attendant is provided on the bus.
• Breakfast, lunch, and snacks are also 

provided. Children do not bring their own 
food.

• All meals are served through family style 
dining.

• We make special food accommodations for 
children with allergies as long as medical 
information is provided by a pediatrician. 4



Universal Pre-K Quick Facts
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• A monthly calendar from Food Service is provided 
identifying the meals, snacks, and potential food 
allergens.

• There is a Pre-K webpage on the district website 
(www.ips.k12.ny.us). See “Pre-K” under Quick 
Links.

• Weekly topics will be posted on the teacher 
websites

• There is a monthly newsletter.
Topics include:

– ELA & Math topics 

– Books of the month

– Hands on learning activities

– Parent tips for the month

http://www.ips.k12.ny.us/


What Makes our Program 
Exceptional?  
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Our Pre-K Philosophy
Nat’l Assoc for the Ed of Young Children
www.naeyc.org

• Create high expectations for every child to reach his or her 
full potential

• Ensure inclusion of all children

• Establish and provide a system of services and support

• Encourage collaboration and consensus building among all 
involved: parents, teachers, administrators, community 
organizations and agencies, etc.

• Ensure a framework for effective teacher evaluation

• Educational and behavioral self-regulation, cognitive 
regulation, initiative and curiosity
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Reggio Emilia Approach 

Inspiring Lifelong Learning

The Child, the Environment, and the Teacher



Pre-K Philosophy: Reggio Emilia Inspired
www.education.com/magazine/article/Reggio_Emilia/

• Develop creativity as the premise for making the most of what 
is learnable but not teachable.

• See the child as an active participant in his/her learning.

• Use the environment as the third educator.

• Monitor children's thoughts and ideas and monitor their 
growth as they play together and work with materials.

• Develop individual portfolios, with child’s projects, quotes, 
artwork, drawings/writings.

http://www.education.com/magazine/article/Reggio_Emilia/


Multi-Prong Approach!

• Variety of Learning Strategies:  Visual, Auditory, 
Kinesthetic

• Variety of Learning Centers:  Art, Music, Circle Area, 
Sand/Water, Kitchen, iPads, Science, Math, Library, etc

• Virtual field trips
• Variety of Experts:

– Direct Receptive/Expressive Language Instruction with Speech 
Pathologist, ESL Teacher, Health, Physical Education, OT, PT, etc.

– Positive Social Behavior Instruction with Behavior Therapist
– Social Worker’s assistance with communication between the teachers, 

students and parents. In addition, the social worker also provides push-
in lessons focusing on the child's social and emotional needs.
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Multi-Prong 
Approach!

1
1

• Assessments (required by 
the Grant)
– Hearing
– Eyesight
– Speech
– English Language
– Gross and Fine Motor 

Coordination
– Readiness for Learning
– Progress Monitoring



Focus on 
Interests, 

Curiosity,  Play &          
Collaboration 



What makes our teaching staff 
exceptional? 

1
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Qualifications of Teachers

• NYSED Certification Birth-Grade 2

• NYSED Certification Sp. Ed. Birth-Grade 2

• Pre-Kindergarten Teaching Experience
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Qualifications of Teacher-Aides
• A minimum of 2 years of College Education 

with Major in Education, Psychology, or 
Social Work

• Pre-Kindergarten Work Experience
• NYS Teaching Assistant Level I Certification



How are teachers evaluated & supported?

• 7 Core Competency Areas

• Child Growth and Development

• Family and Community Relationships

• Observation and Assessment

• Environment and Curriculum

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition

• Professionalism and Leadership

• Administration and Management

NYS Core Body of Knowledge

• 2 Formal Observatons

• 1 Informal Observation

Robert J Marzano Framework

Ongoing, Robust & Actionable Professional Development
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Teaching and Learning 

1
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What curriculum is followed?

The SUPK Grant requires we follow the:

• Next Generation ELA and Math Learning 
Standards (NGLS) for Pre-K

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-
next-generation-ela-standards.pdf and 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-
next-generation-mathematics-p-12-standards.pdf

• NYS Early Learning Guidelines - This a resource 
about child development 
http://ccf.ny.gov/files/7813/8177/1285/ELG.pdf
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-next-generation-ela-standards.pdf
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What research-based 
instructional materials are used?

• Word Study: Fundations (Wilson Reading System)

http://www.fundations.com/

• Mathematics: New York State Math Modules 
https://www.engageny.org/

• Language and Literacy: Fountas and Pinnell 
Classroom
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/classroomresour
ces/

• Social Studies: NYS Social Studies Framework

• Science: Experiments & STEAM activities

• Manipulatives: blocks, puzzles, sand, water, shapes, 
counters, scissors, etc

• IT: iPads, SmartBoard, and classroom listening center
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http://www.fundations.com/
https://www.engageny.org/
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/classroomresources/


How are gross motor activities 
integrated?
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• Indoor Movement/Sensory Area

• Block Building

• Gym 

• Outdoor Play

– Playground

– Obstacle Courses

– Organized relay races
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How are fine motor activities 
integrated?

• Finger and hand activities, finger 
puppets, hand/clapping games, etc.

• Painting activities

• Modeling dough activities

• Writing activities

• Others
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A Sample Pre-K Schedule
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

8:50 Arrival Arrival Arrival Arrival

8:50-9:15 Wash hands, breakfast, 
free time

Wash hands, breakfast, 
free time

Wash hands, breakfast, 
free time

Wash hands, breakfast, 
free time

9:15-9:30 Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting

9:30-10:15 ELA ELA ELA ELA

10:15-10:40 Center Time Center Time Center Time Center Time

10:40-11:25 Math Math Math Math

11:25-11:55 Wash hands, lunch Wash hands, lunch Wash hands, lunch Wash hands, lunch

12:00-12:15 Recess Petry 12-12:30
Shared Reading 
Giarratano/Nappie 12-
12:15 Quiet Time 12:15-
12:30

Recess Petry 12-12:30
Shared Reading
Giarratano/Nappie 12-
12:15 Quiet Time 12:15-
12:30

Recess Petry 12-12:30
Shared Reading
Giarratano/Nappie 12-
12:15 Quiet Time 12:15-
12:30

Recess Petry 12-12:30
Shared Reading
Giarratano/Nappie 12-
12:15 Quiet Time 12:15-
12:30

12:15-12:45 Recess Nappie 12:30-1
Quiet Time Petry 12:30-
12:45

Recess Nappie 12:30-1
Quiet Time Petry 12:30-
12:45 

Recess Nappie 12:30-1
Quiet Time Petry 12:30-
12:45

Recess Nappie 12:30-1
Quiet Time Petry 12:30-
12:45

12:45-1:00 Petry Shared Reading 12:
45-1
Reggio Emilia Giarratano 
12:30-1

Petry Shared Reading 12:
45-1
Reggio Emilia 
Giarratano 12:30-1

Petry Shared Reading 12:
45-1
Reggio Emilia 
Giarratano 12:30-1

Petry Shared Reading 12:
45-1
Reggio Emilia 
Giarratano 12:30-1

1:00-1:30 Reggio Emilia 
Petry/Nappie
Recess Giarratano

Reggio Emilia
Petry/Nappie
Recess Giarratano

Reggio Emilia
Petry/Nappie
Recess Giarratano

Reggio Emilia
Petry/Nappie
Recess Giarratano

1:30-1:45 Wash hands, snack Wash hands, snack Wash hands, snack Wash hands, snack

1:45-2:00 Gym Nappie
Music/Movement 
Petry/Giarratano

Gym Petry/Giarratano
Music/Movement Nappie

Gym Nappie
Music/Movement Petry/

Giarratano

Gym Petry Giarratano
Music/Movement Nappie

2:00 Pack Up Pack Up Pack Up Pack Up

2:10 Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal



UPK Parent Handbook
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(To switch the website from English to Spanish or to any other language,  

go to the pull down menu in the lower right corner and “Select Language.”) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A. WELCOME, ELIGIBILITY, HOURS, COVID-19 PROTOCOLS…………………………………………………………………………………………1 

B. STANDARD 1: CURRICULUM 

WHAT IS UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN (UPK)? …………………………………………………………………………………………………….1 

WHY PRE-KINDERGARTEN? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………1 

WHAT PHILOSOPHY DRIVES THE DISTRICT’S UPK PROGRAM? ……………………………………………………………………….……..…2 

WHAT CURRICULUM IS UTILIZED?....……………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………3 

HOW IS A TYPICAL DAY IN UPK ORGANIZED? ………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………5 

C. STANDARD 2:  LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 

WHAT DOES THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT LOOK LIKE? ………………………………………………..……………………………………….6 

WHAT MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES ARE USED? …………………………………………………………………………..………………………………6 

D. STANDARD 3:  FAMILY ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT 

WHAT IS THE UPK CALENDAR? ………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………7 

ARE UPK CHILDREN EXPECTED TO ATTEND DAILY? ……………………………………………………….…………………………………………7 

IS TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED? ………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..…………….. 7 

HOW DO ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS COMMUNICATE WITH PARENTS? ………………………………………………………8 

DOES THE DISTRICT WEBSITE HAVE A PRE-K QUICK LINK? …………………………………………………………………….…………………8 

WHAT PARENT ACTIVITIES/MEETINGS SHOULD I PLAN TO PARTICIPATE IN/ATTEND? …………………………..…………………8 

WHAT IS “FLYER FRIDAY”? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………9 

IS THERE A NEWSLETTER DEDICATED TO PRE-K PARENTS? .………………………………………………………………………………….….9 

HOW DO I CONTACT ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS? ………………………………………………………………………………….…...9 

WHAT DO I DO IF I THINK MY CHILD NEEDS SERVICES?...............................................................................................10 

HOW ARE CHILDREN TRANSITIONED FROM PRE-KINDERGARTEN TO KINDERGARTEN? ............................................10 

E. STANDARD 4: STAFFING PATTERNS  

WHO ARE THE PROFESSIONALS WORKING WITH MY CHILD? …………………………………………………………………………….….11 

F. STANDARD 5: TEACHER EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 

WHAT ARE THE CREDENTIALS OF THE TEACHERS AND PARAPROFESSIONALS? …………………………………………………..…11 

G. STANDARD 6: FACILITY QUALITY 

WHERE IS THE UPK PROGRAM LOCATED? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….….…12 

WHAT PROTOCOLS DOES THE DISTRICT FOLLOW TO ENSURE FACILITY SAFETY?........................................................12 

H. STANDARD 7: PHYSICAL WELL-BEING, HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

HOW DOES THE VISITOR POLICY MAINTAIN PERSONAL SAFETY?...............................................................................12 

HOW ARE EMERGENCY CLOSINGS HANDLED? ..……………………………………………………………………..…………………..…………13 

ARE MEALS AND SNACKS PROVIDED? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………13 

IS MEAL TIME AN INSTRUCTIONAL TIME?...................................................................................................................13 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD IS ILL OR HAS AN ACCIDENT WHEN PLAYING? ……………………………………………………….. 14 

I. STANDARD 8: PARTNERSHIPS WITH NON-PROFIT, COMMUNITY AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

IS THERE AN AFTER-SCHOOL/CARE PROGRAM?..………….……………………………………………………………………………….……… 14 

WHAT DOES THE ISLAND PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY HAVE TO OFFER? ………………………………………………………………….….… 14 

WHAT IS PARENTS FOR MEGAN’S LAW (PFML) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………14 

WHAT DOES THE ISLAND PARK RECREATION DEPARTMENT HAVE TO OFFER? …………………………………………….……..…15 

DOES THE DISTRICT COLLABORATE WITH OR HAVE A PARTNERSHIP WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS? ……………15

 



Future District Communication!

• Letters and Forms:  

– Health Information Form

– Transportation Information

– Emergency Contact Information

– Connect Ed Sign-up Form

• Telephone, Email, Text
Notifications

– Email Blast Form

– After-Care JCC Program Form

– Surveys
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Future District Communication!

Next Parent Meetings

• September: Back to School
Night (LOMS)

• November: Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
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What does NYSD say about the Island 
Park SUPK program? 
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Promising Practice:
The district has a full-time Director of Pupil Personnel Services who provides the 

support services of a social worker, a behavior therapist (BCBA certified), a 

psychologist, a speech pathologist and two adaptive physical education teachers. 

Part-time support services are provided by an occupational therapist and a physical 

therapist, as needed. All of these professionals are committed to planned 

collaboration efforts with the classroom teachers and parents help to ensure Pre-K 

children progress according to developmental and social expectations and standards 

as well as to provide high quality academic programming.

Promising Practice:

To promote a positive social atmosphere, teachers and teaching 

assistants model and reinforce appropriate mealtime behavior and 

facilitate problem solving and turn taking. The mealtime setting 

allows for conversations between adult/child and child/child in 

guided topics of interest. Relaxing conversations about books and 

activities are included to encourage new vocabulary in 

context. Staff members circulate around the room and facilitate (as 

well as participate in) guiding conversations.



What does NYSD say about the Island 
Park SUPK program? 
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Promising Practice:

The District dedicates more than one third of instruction time to self-initiated 

learning experiences, which exceeds the recommended best practice. Such 

experiences are also grouped together in larger amounts of time, which is a 

recommended best practice.

Promising Practice:

Pre-Kindergarten teachers attend monthly elementary school faculty meetings 

with teachers of children in Kindergarten, First, Second, Third and Fourth 

grades. In the faculty meetings, the principal provides opportunities for early 

childhood and early elementary programmatic and developmental discussions 

and planning (Pre-K through Grade 4) in core subject areas and with respect 

to social-emotional learning. The District's Pre-K team leader is a member of 

the District-wide Professional Learning Community (PLC) which focuses on 

curriculum and instruction.



Questions & Answers!
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Classroom Visitations


