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Putting the Pieces Together 

Vision:  As an innovative district, united with our community, we empower and inspire all students to 
academic excellence in pursuit of their interests and passions. 

Mission:  To provide a quality education for all students. 

2014-‐2015	  District	  Goals	  
	  

GOAL	  #1:	  All	  students	  in	  Sweetwater	  County	  School	  District	  #1	  will	  be	  proficient	  in	  Wyoming	  Content	  and	  Performance	  
Standards	  in	  English	  Language	  Arts	  and	  Math.	  

	  

GOAL	  #2:	  All	  stakeholders	  in	  Sweetwater	  County	  School	  District	  #1	  will	  improve	  stakeholder	  communication	  by	  June	  2015.	  
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Accreditation	  Update	  
	  

In	  order	  to	  fulfill	  the	  requirements	  toward	  Accreditation	  for	  continuous	  improvement,	  the	  
District	  must	  address	  the	  following	  Improvement	  Priority:	  
	  

"Establish	  a	  systemic	  process,	  guided	  by	  the	  purpose	  and	  direction	  of	  the	  district,	  that	  will	  
ensure	  horizontal	  and	  vertical	  alignment	  of	  curriculum,	  assessment,	  and	  instruction.	  This	  
process	  should	  also	  inform	  support	  by	  resources,	  professional	  development,	  and	  
evaluation	  systems	  that	  will	  frequently	  monitor	  implementation	  of	  all	  processes	  system-‐
wide.”	  
	  

Please	  click	  the	  video	  camera	  icon	  to	  watch	  the	  short	  video	  on	  our	  next	  steps.	  
	  
	  

After	  development	  and	  vetting	  of	  a	  long-‐range	  plan	  to	  support	  curriculum	  mapping,	  the	  
Community	  Curriculum	  Council,	  District	  Department	  Chairs,	  Administrators	  and	  the	  
Superintendent,	  will	  move	  forward	  on	  implementation	  of	  the	  plan.	  	  	  
	  

During	  second	  semester,	  two	  Subject	  Area	  Committees	  (SAC)	  will	  be	  convened	  to	  
curriculum	  map	  in	  the	  content	  areas	  of	  Math	  and	  PE/Health.	  	  Each	  SAC	  member	  will	  have	  
specific	  roles	  and	  responsibilities.	  	  Click	  the	  Link	  to	  Resources	  button	  to	  the	  left	  to	  see	  the	  
roles	  and	  responsibilities	  for	  Math	  and	  PE/Health.	  	  For	  math,	  two	  teachers	  from	  each	  
grade	  level	  K-‐6	  will	  be	  selected,	  and	  at	  least	  one	  teacher	  per	  course	  for	  all	  secondary	  math	  
content.	  	  For	  PE/Health	  content,	  a	  representative	  team	  will	  be	  selected	  to	  cover	  grades	  	  	  
K-‐12.	  Teachers	  will	  need	  to	  display	  strong	  content	  knowledge	  and	  be	  a	  liaison	  for	  their	  
grade/content	  area.	  	  	  
	  

Interested	  staff	  submitted	  a	  letter	  of	  interest	  to	  Wanda	  Maloney.	  Teachers	  selected	  to	  the	  
SAC	  will	  be	  out	  of	  the	  classroom	  two	  and	  a	  half	  days	  for	  committee	  work	  during	  the	  
second	  semester	  and	  one	  week	  during	  the	  summer.	  

Link	  to	  
Resources	  

Revised	  Standards	  and	  Performance	  Level	  Descriptors	  
	  

Effective	  December	  18,	  2014	  Standards	  and	  Performance	  Level	  Descriptors	  have	  been	  
revised	  and	  approved.	  	  Click	  the	  Link	  to	  Resources	  button	  to	  the	  left	  to	  see	  the	  
memorandum.	  

http://www.sweetwater1.org/site_res_view_template.aspx?id=f4baa89a-8d96-40a4-b946-bb647b038ac2
http://www.powtoon.com/show/fAsvMEWLbu6/sac-commercial/
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Limited	  Value	  of	  Lexile	  as	  a	  Measure	  of	  Text	  Complexity	  
	  

Many	  educators	  have	  learned	  about	  text	  complexity	  over	  the	  years	  and	  its	  three	  components:	  quantitative	  
measures,	  qualitative	  measures	  and	  reader	  and	  task.	  	  Consider	  what	  this	  means	  for	  students	  and	  the	  texts	  
provided	  in	  their	  learning.	  	  This	  year,	  district	  library	  medial	  specialists	  have	  been	  studying	  this	  topic	  and	  would	  
like	  to	  share	  some	  remarkable	  findings.	  
	  

It	  was	  surprising	  to	  learn	  the	  limited	  value	  of	  Lexile	  scores	  as	  a	  measure	  of	  text	  complexity.	  	  Consider	  the	  
following	  texts:	  Steinbeck’s	  Of	  Mice	  and	  Men	  and	  Maurice	  Sendak’s	  Where	  the	  Wild	  Things	  Are.	  	  Should	  the	  first	  
be	  given	  to	  an	  elementary	  student,	  or	  the	  second	  one	  to	  a	  middle	  school	  student?	  	  If	  the	  only	  criterion	  was	  Lexile	  
score,	  it	  might.	  	  Of	  Mice	  and	  Men	  actually	  has	  a	  slightly	  lower	  Lexile	  score	  than	  Where	  the	  Wild	  Things	  Are.	  Lexile	  
scores	  are	  quantitative	  measures	  that	  only	  gauge	  what	  is	  easiest	  to	  measure,	  leaving	  important	  factors	  such	  as	  
the	  function	  of	  words	  and	  phrases,	  content,	  and	  background	  knowledge	  completely	  out	  of	  the	  picture.	  
	  

As	  Fisher,	  Frey	  and	  Lapp	  state	  in	  their	  book	  Text	  Complexity:	  Raising	  Rigor	  in	  Reading,	  “Higher	  readability	  scores	  
do	  not	  automatically	  signal	  difficulty.”	  	  How	  can	  this	  be?	  	  It	  seems	  so	  counter-‐intuitive.	  	  Here	  are	  two	  examples:	  
1. Publishers	  may	  remove	  signal	  and	  transition	  words	  to	  lower	  the	  Lexile	  score.	  	  However,	  this	  makes	  the	  text	  

harder	  to	  understand.	  	  Adding	  those	  words	  back	  into	  the	  text	  makes	  sentences	  longer,	  but	  easier	  for	  
students	  to	  understand.	  

2. Technical	  vocabulary	  increases	  the	  Lexile	  score	  in	  a	  textbook.	  	  These	  words	  are	  not	  part	  of	  our	  everyday	  
language	  and	  have	  few,	  if	  any,	  synonyms.	  	  But,	  in	  a	  textbook,	  the	  concept	  should	  be	  thoroughly	  explained,	  
using	  text	  and	  infographics.	  	  The	  result	  is	  a	  higher	  readability	  score	  despite	  the	  tools	  that	  bring	  students	  to	  
understanding.	  

Do	  not	  forget	  to	  analyze	  qualitative	  factors	  such	  as	  level	  of	  meaning,	  purpose,	  structure	  and	  knowledge.	  	  Equally	  
important	  is	  the	  reader’s	  motivation,	  experiences	  and	  background	  knowledge.	  In	  order	  for	  students	  to	  grow	  in	  
reading,	  texts	  need	  to	  be	  provided	  that	  consider	  all	  aspects	  of	  text	  complexity.	  	  Remember	  the	  words	  of	  Fisher,	  
Frey	  and	  Lapp,	  “Readability	  should	  never	  be	  confused	  with	  reading	  ability.”	  	  Consult	  your	  library	  medial	  specialist	  
for	  assistance.	  	  They	  are	  there	  to	  help.	  

Information	  provided	  by	  Sandra	  Garber,	  Library	  Medial	  Specialist	  

Math	  Resources	  
	  

Apps	  to	  Support	  Math	  Standards	  
1. Teachley’s	  Addimal	  Adventure:	  	  This	  app	  gives	  students	  practice	  with	  addition	  of	  single	  digit	  numbers	  using	  a	  

variety	  of	  strategies	  in	  the	  context	  of	  a	  game.	  	  The	  app	  incorporates	  a	  practice	  round	  where	  students	  must	  use	  a	  
variety	  of	  strategies	  as	  well	  as	  a	  speed	  round,	  working	  to	  get	  students	  fluent	  in	  addition.	  	  This	  is	  an	  engaging	  way	  
to	  practice	  addition.	  	  The	  makers	  of	  this	  app	  also	  have	  one	  for	  multiplication	  called	  Mt.	  Multiplis.	  

	  

2. Motion	  Math:	  Hungry	  Fish:	  	  This	  app	  stresses	  mental	  math.	  	  There	  are	  18	  levels	  of	  difficulty,	  which	  the	  teacher	  can	  
control.	  	  A	  fish	  appears	  with	  a	  number	  on	  it.	  	  From	  the	  bubbles	  that	  emerge,	  the	  student	  must	  feed	  the	  fish	  by	  
finding	  the	  correct	  number	  or	  combining	  numbers	  to	  get	  that	  total.	  	  It	  challenges	  students	  to	  find	  multiple	  ways	  to	  
solve	  the	  problem.	  	  There	  are	  in-‐app	  purchases	  for	  addition,	  subtraction	  and	  negatives.	  	  For	  lesson	  ideas,	  visit	  the	  
website:	  	  http://motionmathgames.com/	  

	  

3.	   Cargo-‐Bot:	  	  This	  is	  a	  puzzle	  game	  that	  introduces	  students	  to	  programming	  without	  even	  realizing	  it.	  	  Students	  set	  
up	  the	  steps	  to	  move	  a	  set	  of	  crates	  to	  replicate	  a	  particular	  configuration.	  	  Points	  are	  based	  on	  finding	  the	  most	  
optimal	  way	  to	  complete	  the	  task,	  not	  just	  completing	  it.	  	  There	  are	  18	  tutorials,	  and	  levels	  from	  easy	  to	  
impossible.	  	  To	  be	  successful,	  students	  must	  pay	  attention	  to	  detail	  and	  think	  structurally.	  

	  

Books	  that	  Support	  Math	  Standards	  
Greg	  Tang	  has	  written	  several	  books	  that	  support	  a	  variety	  of	  Math	  concepts	  including:	  
• Math-‐terpieces	  –	  This	  is	  an	  excellent	  book	  for	  developing	  number	  sense	  and	  showing	  how	  numbers	  can	  be	  

combined	  together	  differently	  to	  reach	  the	  same	  sum.	  	  
• Math	  Fables	  –	  This	  book	  for	  shows	  many	  different	  ways	  to	  combine	  numbers	  that	  equal	  sums	  from	  2	  to	  10.	  
• Math	  Appeal	  and	  Math	  for	  All	  Seasons	  –	  These	  two	  books	  have	  math	  riddles	  written	  in	  prose	  that	  encourage	  

counting	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  ways.	  
• The	  Best	  of	  Times	  –	  This	  book	  is	  a	  good	  one	  for	  introducing	  multiplication.	  
	  

Information	  provided	  by	  Marlene	  Kramer	  and	  Sandra	  Garber	  
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Winter	  MAP	  Graphs	  
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Fifth	  grade	  students	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  raised	  11%	  from	  fall	  to	  winter	  on	  the	  MAP	  reading	  
assessment.	  	  This	  is	  up	  from	  last	  year’s	  fifth	  grade	  fall	  to	  winter	  growth	  of	  only	  3%.	  
	  

68%	  of	  ninth	  grade	  students	  are	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  RIT	  on	  the	  winter	  MAP	  reading	  
assessment.	  

Kindergarten	  students	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  raised	  18%	  from	  fall	  to	  winter	  on	  the	  MAP	  math	  
assessment.	  
	  

64%	  of	  ninth	  grade	  students	  are	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  RIT	  on	  the	  winter	  MAP	  math	  assessment.	  
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Common	  Core	  State	  Standard-‐	  FAQ	  
	  

Will	  common	  assessments	  be	  developed?	  	  
	  

Two	  state-‐led	  consortia,	  Partnership	  for	  Assessment	  of	  Readiness	  for	  College	  and	  Careers	  (PARCC)	  
and	  the	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessment	  Consortium	  (Smarter	  Balanced),	  are	  currently	  working	  to	  
develop	  assessments	  that	  aim	  to	  provide	  meaningful	  feedback	  to	  ensure	  that	  students	  are	  
progressing	  toward	  attaining	  the	  necessary	  skills	  to	  succeed	  in	  college,	  career,	  and	  life.	  These	  
assessments	  are	  expected	  to	  be	  available	  in	  the	  2014-‐2015	  school	  year.	  Most	  states	  have	  chosen	  
to	  participate	  in	  one	  of	  the	  two	  consortia.	  For	  more	  information,	  visit	  the	  website	  of	  your	  state’s	  
assessment	  consortium.	  
	  

	  Two	  additional	  consortia,	  working	  through	  the	  National	  Center	  and	  State	  Collaborative	  
Partnership	  and	  the	  Dynamic	  Learning	  Maps	  Alternative	  Assessment	  System	  Consortium,	  are	  
developing	  a	  new	  generation	  of	  assessments	  for	  students	  with	  the	  most	  significant	  
cognitive	  disabilities.	  	  
Information	  found	  on	  the	  Common	  Core	  Standards	  website.	  Click	  the	  Common	  Core	  
icon	  for	  more	  information.	  
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Wyoming	  Statewide	  Alternative	  Assessment	  (Wy-‐ALT)	  
	  

WY-‐ALT	  is	  designed	  for	  a	  small	  number	  of	  students	  with	  the	  most	  significant	  cognitive	  disabilities.	  	  
The	  Wy-‐ALT	  is	  administered	  to	  students	  in	  grades	  3	  –	  11	  in	  ELA,	  and	  mathematics	  and	  to	  students	  
in	  grades	  4,	  8-‐11	  in	  science.	  The	  Wy-‐ALT	  is	  an	  individually	  administered	  student	  performance	  
assessment	  in	  which	  students	  demonstrate	  their	  mastery	  of	  grade-‐level-‐aligned	  extended	  
Wyoming	  Academic	  Content	  Standards.	  	  Students	  in	  Sweetwater	  #1	  will	  be	  taking	  the	  Wy-‐ALT	  
beginning	  February	  23rd.	  	  For	  more	  information	  about	  Wy-‐ALT	  click	  this	  icon:	  
	  

NWEA	  MAP	  Resources:	  	  Learning	  Continuum	  
	  

NWEA	  has	  recently	  updated	  the	  DesCartes	  portion	  of	  MAP.	  	  The	  new	  resource	  is	  called	  the	  
Learning	  Continuum.	  The	  Learning	  Continuum	  works	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  Class	  Breakdown	  
Reports.	  	  Staff	  using	  the	  Learning	  Continuum	  can	  see	  where	  students	  are	  performing	  and	  project	  
what	  they	  are	  ready	  to	  learn.	  Learning	  statements	  within	  the	  continuum	  can	  be	  used	  to	  help	  
differentiate	  instruction	  for	  both	  individual	  students	  and	  skill-‐based	  activity	  groups.	  	  
	  

A	  cool	  new	  feature	  on	  the	  Learning	  Continuum	  is	  the	  ability	  to	  sort	  the	  RIT	  groups	  by	  standard	  (Edit	  
Display	  Options	  –	  blue	  bar,	  choose	  Group	  by	  Standard,	  choose	  a	  grade	  level).	  	  This	  option	  provides	  
a	  class	  list	  of	  students	  aligned	  to	  standards,	  benchmarks	  and	  targets	  (both	  skills	  and	  knowledge)	  
based	  on	  performance.	  	  This	  feature	  helps	  determine	  starting	  points,	  differentiated	  instruction	  and	  
next	  steps	  for	  all	  students.	  	  How	  does	  your	  CFA	  data	  align	  to	  data	  from	  the	  MAP	  Learning	  
Continuum?	  	  For	  additional	  support,	  please	  contact	  your	  building	  data	  para,	  your	  instructional	  
coach	  or	  Office	  of	  Curriculum,	  Instruction	  and	  Assessment.	  

PAWS	  Testing	  
	  

The	  PAWS	  testing	  window	  will	  open	  beginning	  March	  2,	  2015.	  	  The	  student	  database	  (TOMS)	  has	  
been	  updated	  in	  your	  school	  to	  reflect	  all	  of	  the	  student	  changes	  since	  school	  started	  in	  September.	  	  
To	  preview	  PAWS	  administration	  manuals	  or	  to	  see	  the	  new	  security	  agreement	  flowchart,	  go	  to	  
http://wyedu.ets.org/administration/index.html	  
	  
Teachers,	  released	  items	  and	  PAWS	  resources	  can	  be	  found	  at	  
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/assessment/paws/	  	  

http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/assessment/wy-alt/
http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/frequently-asked-questions/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/standards-in-your-state/
http://www.corestandards.org/standards-in-your-state/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
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4th	  Annual	  WyTECC	  Conference	  
	  

The	  4th	  annual	  WyTECC	  Conference	  will	  be	  held	  May	  
1st	  and	  2nd	  at	  Rock	  Springs	  High	  School.	  	  Keynote	  
speakers	  include	  Wes	  Fryer,	  Leslie	  Fisher	  and	  
Sherry	  Crofut.	  	  Early	  bird	  registration	  is	  $50.	  After	  
February	  28th	  the	  fee	  is	  $65.	  	  Registration	  fees	  include	  
attendance	  to	  the	  vendors,	  round	  table	  sessions,	  keynote	  sessions,	  break	  
out	  sessions,	  opportunity	  to	  win	  door	  prizes,	  goodie	  bag,	  snacks	  on	  Friday,	  continental	  breakfast	  
and	  snacks	  on	  Saturday,	  and	  2015	  membership	  to	  WYTECC.	  	  Registration	  fee	  for	  all	  district	  
employees	  will	  be	  paid	  by	  the	  Curriculum,	  Instruction	  and	  Assessment	  Department.	  
Registration	  website:	  	  http://wytecc.wildapricot.org/Registration	  
	  

Pre-‐conference	  sessions	  will	  be	  held	  April	  30th	  and	  May	  1st	  at	  Eastside	  Elementary	  School.	  	  
Sessions	  will	  include	  ActivTable	  and	  Early	  Childhood	  Classroom,	  Foundational	  Skills,	  Using	  your	  
Resources,	  Advanced	  Skills,	  Making	  Dynamic	  and	  Engaging	  Flipcharts,	  Tech	  Solutions,	  and	  Lead	  
Teacher.	  	  Prices	  and	  times	  of	  pre-‐sessions	  vary.	  Click	  the	  Link	  to	  Resources	  button	  on	  the	  first	  
page	  of	  the	  newsletter	  to	  see	  the	  pre-‐conference	  registration	  flyer.	  	  	  

Technology	  Literacy	  in	  Fifth	  Grade	  
	  

This	  year,	  Dr.	  Cristy	  Magagna-‐Pelham	  is	  teaching	  18	  fifth	  grade	  keyboarding	  classes	  at	  Eastside	  
Elementary	  and	  Pilot	  Butte	  Elementary.	  	  	  Students	  meet	  once	  during	  the	  six-‐day	  rotation	  for	  50	  
minutes.	  The	  curriculum	  includes	  25	  minutes	  of	  Typing	  Agent	  (the	  adopted	  keyboarding	  program)	  
and	  25	  minutes	  of	  work	  on	  technology	  projects	  meeting	  the	  ISTE	  (International	  Standards	  of	  
Technology	  in	  Education)	  for	  students.	  	  	  ISTE	  for	  students	  are	  designed	  for	  grades	  K-‐12.	  	  Click	  the	  
Link	  to	  Resources	  button	  on	  the	  first	  page	  of	  the	  newsletter	  to	  see	  the	  International	  Standards	  of	  
Technology	  in	  Education	  (ISTE)	  for	  students,	  teachers	  and	  administrators.	  
	  

Students	  began	  the	  year	  working	  in	  Typing	  Agent,	  as	  well	  as,	  learning	  to	  trouble	  shoot	  with	  
computers,	  iPads,	  and	  the	  Internet.	  	  Soon	  after,	  students	  learned	  Internet	  Safety	  and	  Digital	  
Citizenship.	  Teamwork,	  communication,	  and	  following	  directions	  were	  stressed	  during	  all	  lessons.	  	  	  
	  

Projects	  completed	  first	  quarter	  include	  research	  using	  Internet	  math	  and	  BrainPOP,	  skills	  in	  
Microsoft	  Word,	  and	  creating	  a	  presentation	  using	  the	  Popplet	  App	  on	  the	  iPads.	  	  During	  the	  
second	  quarter	  students	  continued	  their	  research,	  work	  using	  Word	  and	  created	  brochures.	  	  Third	  
quarter	  students	  will	  and	  work	  on	  classroom	  research	  projects	  supporting	  the	  curriculum	  and	  learn	  
about	  features	  of	  My	  Big	  Campus.	  	  	  Finally,	  during	  the	  fourth	  quarter	  students	  will	  work	  on	  blogs,	  
web	  sites,	  videos,	  and	  creating	  their	  own	  apps.	  	  	  	  
	  

The	  standards	  addressed	  this	  year	  include:	  	  (1)	  Creativity	  and	  Innovation,	  (2)	  Communication	  and	  
Collaboration,	  (3)	  Research	  and	  Information	  Fluency,	  (4)	  Critical	  Thinking,	  Problem	  Solving,	  and	  
Decision	  Making,	  (5)	  Digital	  Citizenship,	  and	  (6)	  Technology	  Operations	  and	  Concepts.	  	  	  Each	  of	  
these	  standards	  also	  has	  benchmarks	  that	  will	  be	  met	  through	  Typing	  Agent	  and	  the	  various	  
projects.	  	  By	  the	  end	  of	  the	  school	  year	  students	  will	  meet	  all	  ISTE	  fifth	  grade	  standards	  and	  
benchmarks.	  

Information	  provided	  by	  Dr.	  Cristy	  Magana-‐Pelham,	  	  
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Schools in the Spotlight 

Westridge Elementary School 

Sage Elementary School 

Westridge	  Students	  Focus	  on	  Healthy	  Choices	  
	  

Westridge	  started	  the	  year	  focusing	  on	  healthy	  choices.	  Students	  and	  staff	  went	  on	  “strike	  against	  bullying”	  and	  
involved	  the	  entire	  community	  in	  efforts	  to	  unite	  students	  and	  promote	  friendship	  building.	  	  Students,	  staff,	  
parents,	  community	  members,	  business	  owners,	  politicians	  and	  board	  members	  all	  rallied	  for	  a	  great	  cause.	  	  
	  

In	  October	  students	  focused	  on	  healthy	  choices	  for	  the	  body	  and	  also	  celebrated	  Red	  Ribbon	  Week.	  Students	  
were	  taught	  about	  nutrition	  and	  prevention	  against	  not	  only	  drugs	  and	  alcohol,	  but	  also	  unhealthy	  habits	  such	  as	  
not	  getting	  enough	  sleep,	  not	  brushing	  teeth	  and	  eating	  poorly.	  
	  

This	  led	  to	  focus	  on	  “Stay	  Active	  During	  the	  Holidays.”	  	  Students	  were	  encouraged	  to	  be	  active	  over	  the	  holiday	  
break	  so,	  information	  on	  how	  to	  do	  this	  with	  the	  whole	  family	  was	  sent	  home.	  Westridge	  students	  and	  families	  
went	  on	  a	  “Turkey	  Trot”	  to	  the	  White	  Mountain	  Mall.	  	  The	  goal	  was	  to	  walk	  for	  thirty	  minutes	  straight	  without	  
stopping.	  	  This	  goal	  went	  on	  through	  December	  with	  instruction	  from	  a	  zumba	  facilitator	  from	  the	  community,	  
the	  WWCC	  men’s	  basketball	  team	  show,	  and	  Westridge	  staff	  focusing	  on	  “The	  Hero’s	  Way”	  lead	  by	  the	  physical	  
education	  teachers.	  	  Teachers	  were	  able	  to	  tie	  physical	  activity	  in	  with	  character	  building,	  as	  well	  as,	  teaching	  
selflessness.	  	  
	  

As	  winter	  break	  closed	  in,	  students	  were	  encouraged	  to	  track	  their	  physical	  activity.	  Teachers	  collected	  activity	  
logs	  upon	  return	  from	  break.	  Friday,	  January	  9th	  all	  of	  Westridge	  Elementary	  celebrated	  with	  a	  school	  cheer.	  	  
Students	  who	  were	  most	  active	  got	  to	  spray	  silly	  string	  at	  teachers	  and	  “pie”	  the	  face	  of	  the	  principal	  and	  one	  of	  
the	  paras.	  	  Westridge	  students,	  staff	  and	  community	  partners	  have	  put	  forth	  an	  amazing,	  engaging	  effort	  in	  this	  
program.	  

Information	  provided	  by	  Koral	  Shook	  
	  

Daily	  Five	  at	  Sage	  
	  

At	  Sage	  Elementary,	  several	  teachers	  are	  engaged	  in	  a	  year-‐long	  study	  group	  that	  meets	  monthly	  to	  discuss	  the	  
implementation	  of	  Daily	  Five	  and	  CAFE	  in	  their	  reading	  core	  literacy	  block.	  	  
	  

Daily	  Five	  is	  a	  framework	  for	  literacy	  in	  which	  students	  are	  engaged	  in	  authentic	  reading	  and	  writing	  experiences.	  	  
Students	  are	  given	  choices	  of	  the	  daily	  tasks	  they	  will	  engage	  in,	  providing	  high	  motivation	  for	  learning	  and	  a	  high	  
level	  of	  independence.	  	  During	  this	  time,	  the	  teacher	  meets	  with	  small	  groups	  or	  confers	  with	  individual	  students,	  
differentiating	  instruction	  to	  meet	  each	  student’s	  literacy	  needs.	  	  	  
	  

CAFE	  is	  the	  assessment	  system	  that	  aligns	  with	  Daily	  Five.	  	  Comprehension,	  Accuracy,	  Fluency,	  and	  Expanding	  
vocabulary	  are	  continually	  assessed	  and	  students	  engage	  in	  goal	  setting,	  with	  teacher	  guidance,	  for	  the	  area	  of	  
reading	  they	  are	  striving	  to	  improve.	  	  Teachers	  keep	  records	  of	  each	  student’s	  learning	  to	  guide	  their	  instruction	  
during	  small	  groups	  and	  individual	  conferences.	  
	  

Typically,	  teachers	  employ	  2-‐3	  rounds	  of	  Daily	  Five	  in	  their	  literacy	  block	  and	  provide	  whole	  class	  focus	  lessons	  
between	  rounds,	  which	  are	  based	  on	  the	  ELA	  standards	  and	  student	  needs.	  

Information	  provided	  by	  Marlene	  Kramer	  
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Elementary	  Parent	  Math	  Night	  Dates	  
	  

• February	  5th	  5:30	  at	  Westridge	  
Elementary—Topic:	  Multiplication	  
&	  Division	  Strategies	  

• April	  13th	  5:30	  at	  Eastside—Topic	  
Game	  Night	  Young	  Author	  Date	  Change	  

	  

Remember	  Young	  Author	  entries	  are	  due	  
February	  6th!	  	  The	  district	  celebration	  date	  
has	  changed	  from	  February	  26th	  to	  February	  
25th.	  

Summer	  Academies	  
	  

Its	  time	  to	  start	  looking	  ahead	  to	  summer!	  The	  email	  with	  summer	  academy	  information	  will	  be	  
sent	  in	  early	  March.	  The	  request	  form	  has	  been	  updated	  so	  be	  sure	  to	  fill	  out	  forms	  accurately	  and	  
completely.	  	  Requests	  for	  summer	  academies	  should	  align	  to	  building	  and	  district	  initiatives	  and	  
goals.	  	  Deadline	  to	  turn	  in	  requests	  is	  April	  1st,	  2015.	  	  To	  download	  a	  summer	  academy	  request	  
form	  click	  this	  icon:	  	  
	  

Common	  Assessments	  Update	  
	  

The	  common	  assessment	  quarterly	  pacing	  
guide	  has	  been	  updated.	  	  Current	  pacing	  
guides	  can	  be	  found	  on	  My	  Big	  Campus	  
Teacher	  Resources.	  

http://www.sweetwater1.org/site_res_view_folder.aspx?id=47ceaefb-4bb6-46e5-9568-b3fea0d727d0

