
 

                                                    MINUTES 
 

STEGER SCHOOL DISTRICT 194 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

  Thursday, August 20, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

Practice Gym – Enter through the East Entrance Doors 
Columbia Central School 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by President Helsel.  Members present Helsel, Page, 
Raymond, and Sarek.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus. 

 
Also present:  
Dr. David Frusher, Eric Diehl, Jan Lenci, Kim Mahoney, Bruce Nieminski, Tom Aguirre, Tim 
Tufts, Janet Inglese, Jeff Nelson, Venus Smith, Rachael Diehl, Anthony Graziani and  
Melissa Cunha.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None  
 
 MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the following 
items: 
 
ACTION A.      Approval of the minutes of the July 30, 2020, Special Board Meeting and  
                               Closed Session. 
ACTION                                                          B.                   Approval of the minutes of the August 3, 2020, Special Board Meeting                           
                                   and Closed Session. 

ACTION C.     The Superintendent recommends the board review the minutes from the         
          February 20, 2020, Closed Session meeting and they be kept closed. 
ACTION             D.     The Superintendent recommends the board approve the destruction of    
                                    the recordings from the February  21, 2019, Closed Session meetings. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS   
A motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the following item 
under Financial Accounts: 
 
ACTION    E.                                   Payment of Bills - Approval of August bills 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT      
 
• Over the past month, our SD 194 administrative team and transition teams have spent a bulk 

of our time meeting and completing our entire Transition to School Plan for the 2020-2021 
School Year (same with school district around the state, country, and world).  We continued 
to work very hard on our district’s (including the guidance and decisions that were made at 
last month’s school board meeting on remote learning).  Our Transition to School Plan was a 
collaboratively developed collaboratively with the Board of Education, the Steger Education 
Association, the SD 194 Administrative Team, and Families.  I’m so proud of the work that 
everyone has done.  As I’ve stated before, there was no playbook or guidance, and through 
our efforts, we’ve done the very best we can. 

 
• Every Monday morning, I continue to meet (through zoom) with the 66 south cook county 

superintendents on all matters related to school districts and the Transition to School Plans 
for the 2020-2021 School Year.  Based on the most recent guidelines from the Illinois 
Department of Public Heath, almost all school districts in South Cook County and Will 
County (near to us). Have switched to total Remote Learning. 

 
• Over the past few weeks, we’ve had some teacher resignations.  Our principals, our human 

resources department (Eric and Teri), and Melissa and I; have worked really hard to continue 
to bring very high quality candidate forward for your considerations.  They continue to join us 
full of excitement and energy, and with strong backgrounds in technology, Google 
Classroom, the Google Suite, and remote learning.  On 8/18/2020 and 8/19/2020, we had 
New Teacher Academy for our teachers new to our school district. 

 
• It is an honor for me, as your Superintendent of Schools, to bring forward, later in this board 

meeting, a new Professional Agreement between the Steger School District 194 Board of 
Education and the Steger Education Association, IEA-NEA from August 16, 2020 through 
August 15, 2023.  It was a very collaborative process with both teams working through non-
economic, potential economic, and economic issues.  It was truly a textbook case in Interest 
Based Bargaining, a model example.  I would like to thank the SEA bargaining team, the 
SEA leadership team, all SEA team members, Robyn Washington, the district’s team 
(especially Eric Diehl and Todd Hayden), our IBB trainer and facilitator Timothy Healy, and 
especially our board of education for your support through the process.  I’m hoping that this 
professional agreement can be carried across the finish line tonight!!!    

 
• In closing, take care, please be safe, and I hope to everyone soon (safely of course)! 
 
 



BOARD MATTERS (Consent Agenda) 
A motion was made by Mrs. Page and seconded by Mr. Sarek to approve the following action 
items under Board Matters: A & B 
 
INFO           A.          First reading of Board Policy changes as recommended by Press Plus  
                                and IASB.  

1. 4:182 Face Coverings 
2. 2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure QUESTION 1. 
3. 2:265 Title IX Sexual Harassment Grievance Procedure  

QUESTIONS 1.      2.       3.        4. 
4. 5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment 
5. 5:20 Workplace Harassment Prohibited 
6. 5:100 Staff Development Program 
7. 5:220 Substitute Teachers 
8. 5:330 Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves 
9. 7:10 Student Sex Equity, Sex Discrimination and Sexual 

Harassment/Intimidation Summary Policy Statement QUESTION 1.  
10. 7:20 Harassment of Student Prohibited 
11. 7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and 

Harassment 
12. 7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited 

ACTION      B.   Second reading of Board Policy changes as recommended by Press Plus    
                                 and IASB. 

1.  2:220-E9 Exhibit – Requirements for No Physical Presence of Quorum 
and Participation by Audio or Video During Disaster Declaration 

2. 7:345 Use of Educational Technologies; Student Data Privacy and 
Settings QUESTION 1. 

3. 2:220 School Board Meeting Procedure 
4. 4:180 Pandemic preparedness; Management; and Recovery  

QUESTIONS 1.     2.     3. 
5. 7:40 Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and Home-

Schooled Students 
6. 7:190 Student Behavior 

QUESTION 1.  
7. 7:340 Student Records 

 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Helsel asked questions regarding the Remote Learning Plan to the following departments: 
Eric Diehl, Assistant Superintendent of Finance and Operations and Tim Tufts, Director of 
Technology – regarding technology, devices to students and hot spots. 
Anthony Graziani, Director of Grounds and Buildings – regarding sanitation, cleaning during the 
day with staff and cleaning in the evenings. 
Rachael Diehl, Director of Food Service – plan for food for families, Pre-ordering, SendMoneyto 
school.com and totals for daily counts on food orders. 
Jan Lenci, Director of Teaching and Learning – regarding letters notifying parents of Remote 
Learning, All calls going to families in the district and staff in the buildings. 
 
 
 
 



A motion was made by Mrs. Page and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the following 
action items under Board Matters: C & D 
 
ACTION      C.     The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Remote Learning   

Plan,  as presented. 
ACTION      D.                    The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Remote Learning  

Plan     Resolution, as presented. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following action 
items under Board Matters: E 
 
ACTION      E.    The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Board Member      
                                                                                                                                    compensation; Expenses forms, as presented. 
     
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
PERSONNEL (Consent Agenda)   
A Motion was made by Mrs. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Sarek to approve the following      
action items under Personnel. 
 
ACTION      A.    The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                              Shannon O’Keeffe, Special Education Teacher at Columbia Central,                           
                                  effective July 30, 2020. 
ACTION       B.     The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                              Wanda Warman, Paraprofessional at Steger Intermediate Center, effective  
                              July 28, 2020. 
ACTION      C.    The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                              Kia Giddings, Physical Education Teacher at Columbia Central, effective  
                              August 6, 2020. 
 
ACTION      D.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Maternity leave for  
                              Graciela Dominguez, Paraprofessional at Steger Primary Center,  
                               effective December 5, 2020 through January 30, 2021. 
ACTION      E.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                            Maria Pena, EL Paraprofessional, at Columbia Central, effective 
                            August 14, 2020. 
ACTION     F.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                            Amreen Khadeer as a 5th grade Teacher at Columbia Central at MA Step 0,  
                            effective for the 2020-2021 school year.    
ACTION    G.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                            Eric Carlson as a Physical Education Teacher at Columbia Central at  
                             BA Step 4, effective for the 2020-2021 school year.    
ACTION     H.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                            Darlene Blakely as a Special Education Teacher at Columbia Central at  
                             MA+15 Step 4, effective for the 2020-2021 school year.    
 
 



ACTION     I.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                            Sara Tesmond as a 5th grade Teacher at Columbia Central at BA Step 4,  
                            effective for the 2020-2021 school year. 
ACTION     J.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                            Amy Cantu, CNA at Steger Intermediate Center, effective August 18, 2020. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  
 
Eric Diehl, Assistant Superintendent of Finance and Operations presented 2019-2020 year end 
wrap up on finances.   
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS      
 

A. New Business 
Welcome back packet to staff 
 
Mrs. Helsel and the Board of Education thanked the Administrators, 
Maintenance, Food Service, Special Education Department, building 
Principals and all staff for working together, giving 150% and getting 
through these crazy times. 
 

   B.     Old Business 
            Eric Diehl, Assistant Superintendent of Finance and Operations spoke                      
            about removing asbestos from Parkview School.  The removal will be done   
            over a period of a few years.   
 
   C.     Correspondence 

                         D.     PTA Report 
   E.     Upcoming Dates  

 
CLOSED SESSION  
The open meeting recessed at 7:17 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Page and seconded by 
Mrs. Raymond.   
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board went into closed session at 7:30 p.m., a motion was made by Mr. Sarek and 
seconded by Mrs. Raymond to go into Closed Session to discuss the following.   
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Also present:  
Dr. David Frusher, Eric Diehl, and Melissa Cunha.  
 



ACTION  A.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board go into Closed Session         
          to discuss:   
                                                                                                                                                 1.  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                              performance, or dismissal of   a specific employee of the public body.    
               2.  Student disciplinary matters  
                                                                                                                                                   3.  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                               employees or their representatives   
 
 The Board adjourned closed session at 8:30 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Page and 
seconded by Mr. Sarek to adjourn Closed Session. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
The open meeting reconvened at 8:31 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Raymond and 
seconded by Mr. Sarek to return to Open Session. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
. 
 
PERSONNEL 
A Motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the following      
action items under Personnel. 
     
ACTION     A.   The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Professional  
  Agreement     between the Steger School District 194 Board of Education and 

the Steger Education Association, IEA-NEA from August 16, 2020 through 
August 15, 2023, as presented. 

 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 8:32 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Page and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to adjourn the 
meeting.   
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond and Sarek. 
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: Edwards, Turner and Butkus 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
______________________________               ______________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Education                                  President, Board of Education 
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