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Graduation 
By: Jacob Abroon

 
     In a normal year, the 8th graders would 

have been at the 92nd Street Y. In a 

normal year, a group of 8th graders would 

have done a dance performance in front of 

the entire grade. In a normal year, each 8th 

grader would walk up a stage as their 

name was called, accept their diploma, and 

become a graduate of East Side Middle 

School. However, as we have all heard for 

more than a year now, we are not in a 

normal year. And the 2021 ESMS 

Graduation was not a normal ESMS 

graduation. This article will go through the 

three events ESMS organized for this 

year’s graduating class: the graduation 

ceremony, the diploma ceremony in the 

ESMS yard, and, finally, the students-only 

activities Zoom that same night. 

 

The Graduation Ceremony 

     The graduation Zoom was filled with a 

variety of events. The Zoom began at 9:00 

on Thursday, June 17th, and concluded at 

about 10:00. When hundreds of people, 

including students, parents, relatives and 

teachers were accepted into the Zoom 

meeting, a slideshow showing highlights of 

the 8th grade’s time at ESMS, including the 

6th grade dance performance, was playing. 

The slideshow to begin the ceremony was 

 

 

 
What Are You Taking 
Away From ESMS? 

By: Nora Cassetta 

 
     It is nearly impossible to graduate from 

East Side Middle without any special 

memories or valuable lessons learned. 

For each graduate, there is a special 

something that they will forever 

remember—whether it be Color Wars with 

Ms. Mainhart, the 6th grade Spartan Spy 

Presentation, or even the first day of 

middle school. Therefore, I surveyed the 

8th graders, asking basic questions about 

their favorite memories and what lessons 

or skills they will be taking away from their 

time at ESMS. Students who wished to 

remain anonymous are referred to as 

“Anonymous” in this article. 

 

The ESMS Sports Page 
By: Rhone Galchen 

 
     This is the last issue of the year (and 

the last I will be able to participate in) for 

the Tiger Times. This month, there has 

been a French Open, including a shock 

winner in women's singles, the NBA 

playoffs (sorry Nets fans, it should have 

been your year), the continuation of the 

Stanley Cup, and the beginning of the 

Euros Group stage (my prediction of Italy 

is not looking so shabby). 

 

 

 

     First up, there is the French Open. In 

the French Open, Djokovic won the 

tournament over Greek tennis player 

Stefanos Tsitsipas by coming from two 

sets down in a match that lasted for over 

four hours. This win made Djokovic (who 

recently broke Federer's record of being 

the number 1 seed for the longest period 

of time) only the third person to win all four 

grand slams, and he is now within one 



a chance to show the 8th graders and 

everyone watching what they had all 

accomplished, despite the Coronavirus 

cancelling many events that the grade 

would have normally experienced. 

 

     Throughout the ceremony, another 

slideshow would play, showing what each 

8th grader said they wanted to be when 

they grow up. This question was answered 

by the graduating class prior to the 

ceremony. Divided into about five different 

slideshows scattered throughout the one-

hour ceremony, the presentation showed a 

variety of different professions. From 

doctors, to authors, to athletes, the ESMS 

graduating class will clearly go on to 

accomplish great things. 

 

     One aspect of the graduation ceremony 

that contributed greatly to the one-hour 

length of the ceremony was the speeches 

of our local politicians. Continuing an 

ESMS tradition, NYC City Councilman Ben 

Kallos spoke at the event. The speech was 

a previously made recording. Ben Kallos 

told the 8th graders that we can all change 

the world, and also that politicians - from 

mayor to president - work for you. Not the 

other way around. This is a key aspect of 

democracy that is often forgotten. 

Additionally, State Assembly member 

Rebecca Seawright and Manhattan 

Borough President Gale Brewer, spoke at 

the event (also prerecorded). 

 

     Toward the end of the ceremony, Mr. 

Getz and Ms. Hyman did a fun activity 

where they would ask questions about 

what we have done at ESMS, and if it 

applied to you, you would unmute yourself 

and, “make some noise.” For example, one 

statement was, “make some noise if you 

were in Big Buddies.” Another was, “make 

some noise if you participated in the Egg 

Drop.” Along with countless others, the 

clear best statement was, “make some 

noise if you were in the Tiger Times.” This 

activity was an incredible way for the 8th 

graders to look back on their time at 

ESMS, and remember everything great 

about their time at this incredible school. 

The activity was a great way for everyone 

to realize how ESMS has provided them 

with so many opportunities, so much 

knowledge, and so much insight into the 

world. 

 

     Finally, at the end of the memorable 

 

 

     The first question asked was, “What 

are you taking away from ESMS?” Quinn 

Stanley from 805 said, “I am taking away 

the importance of community. Especially 

this year more than ever having a 

community is very important.” Anna 

Eliasson from 802 said she learned that 

“you have to work hard to get what you 

want.” Anonymous said, “I will take away a 

sense of enjoying challenges . . . because 

the curriculum tries to push the students to 

our limits.” Jared Meryn from 801 

responded that he believes “the most 

significant values that I am taking away 

from ESMS are ones to strive for 

academic excellence.” Zoe Levitt from 805 

responded that she learned that “you need 

to put your mental health first.” 

 

     The next question asked was, “What is 

one skill/lesson that you learned at ESMS 

that you will most probably use in the 

future?” Sophia Ferentinos from 805 

responded that “Cornell notes is 

something I use a lot now without realizing 

it. It helps me to be organized.” Mat Kurti 

from 802 said that he “will most probably 

have to use the lesson of aggressive 

learning to do good in any academic field 

in the future.” Bruno Leopoldo, another 

student from 802, said “A skill I learned at 

ESMS that will probably be of use in the 

future is the ability to find useful online 

resources that allow me to effectively 

study determined subjects and deepen my 

comprehension of specific concepts 

unassisted.” Arielle Fleischer from 801 

responded, “knowing how to work with 

people.”  

 

     The last question asked was, “What is 

your favorite memory from your years at 

ESMS?” Myles Coven from 801 said, 

“One of my favorite memories from East 

Side Middle is the egg drop competition!  

It was so exciting to participate and watch 

all of the amazing egg drop projects fall 

from the roof of the school.” Anonymous 

responded that one of their favorite 

grand slam of Roger Federer’s record of 

20 grand slams. In the women's 

tournament however, there was a far more 

surprising winner. Barbora Krejcikova, an 

unseeded tennis player from Czech 

Republic, beat number 31 seed, Russian 

tennis player Anastasia Pavlyuchenkov, in 

what was a shock win for the Czech 

player. On the American front, Serena 

Williams was knocked out in the 4th round 

in what was another missed opportunity 

for her, whilst Coco Gauff had a good 

tournament in which she lost in the quarter 

finals to eventual winner, Barbora 

Krejcikova. 

 

     In other news we have the NBA 

playoffs. First off, we have the Knicks who 

went out 4-1 in a rather comfortable series 

for the Hawks. Trae Young was just 

unstoppable, and Julius Randle was a 

little disappointing compared to how he 

was earlier in the season to make it a 

quick elimination for the Knicks. On the 

bright side, Knicks fans, you did get your 

first win in the playoffs since May 16th, 

2013 against the Indiana Pacers, which is 

something at least (but something very 

small indeed). Going along with the theme 

of the former Oklahoma prodigy Trae 

Young, he has been ripping teams to 

pieces in the playoffs to steer the Hawks 

to within 3 wins (they have a 1-0 

advantage over the Bucks) of the NBA 

finals. The Bucks, on the other hand, will 

not be a popular team in New York at the 

moment. 

 

     The Bucks, after finding themselves in 

a 2-0 deficit against the Brooklyn Nets, 

were able to claw their way back to win 

the series 4-3 despite Kevin Durant’s star 

performances. The Bucks, with the help of 

star players performing and Kyrie Irving 

and James Harden either being injured or 

limited because of injury, were able to turn 

around the series. As someone who 

wanted the Nets to win the Finals, it 

definitely did hurt when what would have 

been the series winning three-pointer by 

Kevin Durant was called back into a two-

pointer, later allowing the Bucks to win the 

series.  

 

     In the Western Conference, the LA 

Clippers have shown incredible resolve to 

keep on coming back from 2-0 down to 

win the whole series. They have 

accomplished this feat against both the 



ceremony, the 8th graders were told to 

move their tassels to the left side of their 

graduation caps, and officially, they were 

graduates of East Side Middle School. 

 

The Diploma Ceremony 

     Arguably the best part about the entire 

graduation day was the diploma 

procession, where at specified times, 

classes would be able to go to the ESMS 

yard, receive their diploma, and take a 

picture with Mr. Getz and Ms. Hyman. All 

the while nearly every teacher from each 

grade cheered them on. As the students 

from each class walked through the yard, 

music would blast out, one of the teachers 

would hand them a cardboard envelope 

with their diploma and other certificates in 

it, and Mr. Forigua would blow a horn to 

once again cheer on the graduates. 

 

     The diploma ceremony was a great way 

to make this graduation special for the 8th 

graders with a non-traditional graduation. 

Normally, 8th graders would do a ballroom 

dance performance, there would be 

awards for each subject, etc. The diploma 

ceremony was a perfect way for the 

students to feel special and for the day 

itself to be positively unique. 

 

     As you walk through the yard, with your 

6th grade, 7th grade, and 8th grade 

teachers clapping and cheering as you 

walk forward in your cap and gown, you 

start to remember what it was like as you 

walked into the yard of ESMS for the first 

time. Whether that was the first day of 6th 

grade, or when you took your ESMS 

interview as a 5th grader, walking through 

the yard to receive your diploma made 

every 8th grader remember their time at 

ESMS. East Side Middle School is an 

inclusive and helpful community, that 

educates us on a range of topics from 

social issues to the periodic table. The 

diploma ceremony was truly a great aspect 

of the graduation day.  

 

The Evening Graduation Zoom Party 

     What is the best way to finish off one of 

the most memorable days of ESMS? Of 

course, spending the evening with your 

entire grade as you play games, win 

prizes, and more! The evening Zoom party 

was a great way to finish off graduation 

day, as the 8th graders celebrated their 

incredible achievement. 

 

memories is “being on a sports team. You 

get to know your teammates so well and it 

is so fun to play sports with them.” Nora 

Mahimtura from 801 said that one of her 

favorite memories is “going out to lunch 

with friends.” Dale Heller from 805 said, 

“Watching all of the Spartan Spy 

Presentations and delivering mine.” 

Anonymous said, “My favorite memory is 

walking to class.” Shoji Watanabe from 

801 said, “My favorite memory is hanging 

out with my friends online.” 

 

     Students were also allowed to leave 

additional comments. Anonymous said, 

“ESMS was an important chapter of my 

life and I will carry what I learned here with 

me for the rest of my life.” Alexandra 

Brinker from 803 said, “the community is 

very accepting and caring.” Keira Krisburg 

from 805 said, “I had many more amazing 

memories that took place at ESMS both 

academically and socially.” Isabeau 

Torres from 805 said, “ESMS is the best 

school to make friends you will never 

forget.” Bruno Leopoldo from 802 

responded that he “truly enjoyed [his] 

years at ESMS, the administration and 

teachers have always prioritized the 

students and their response to the 

pandemic was extremely efficient.” Sophia 

Ferentinos from 805 said that she “really 

had a good time at ESMS.” Other 

responses were, “I am sad to leave 

ESMS, and I will cherish all of my 

experiences here for eternity;” “I love this 

school and I am so glad I got to come 

here;” “These three years have been 

amazing;” “ESMS was great;” “H.A.G.S.;” 

and “Go Tigers, ROAR!” 

 

     There is no doubt that the graduates of 

the Class of 2021 have amassed endless 

memories during the past three years at 

East Side Middle, which they will treasure 

for the rest of their lives. Lifelong 

friendships have been forged and strong 

bonds with teachers have been created. 

Many students have learned valuable life 

lessons, acquired new learning skills, and 

simply enjoyed being part of the ESMS 

community.  

 

     While it is not easy to leave such a 

nurturing place without feeling somewhat 

melancholic, there is equally no doubt that 

all of the graduates are destined for great 

things. I wish my fellow graduates the best 

of luck in future endeavors. And, of 

Mavericks and a very strong Utah Jazz 

team. The Clippers will have to work their 

magic again though in what looks like an 

unstoppable Suns team. The Suns have 

been boosted by the arrival of Chris Paul, 

who despite not having amazing numbers 

this year, gives them a new type of threat 

they did not have before, which makes it 

hard to defend against them. This team 

has certainly been showing off their skills 

in this tournament with a 4-2 win over the 

Lakers and a sweep over the Denver 

Nuggets. The Clippers may come back, 

but it definitely will be tougher than the last 

two times. I predict the Suns to win the 

Finals this year, although I am a Hawks 

fan. 

 

     Next up there is the Stanley Cup. In the 

Stanley Cup, the Islanders are vying for 

their first Stanley Cup win since 1983 and 

their first finals appearance since 1984, 

which they can do with a win over Tampa 

Bay in a crucial game 7. In the other 

conference final, there is Las Vegas, 

which somehow is doing so well despite 

not having that great of a team compared 

to some other teams, and the Canadiens, 

who have made a remarkable run in the 

tournament, dating back to winning the 

series against the Maple Leafs despite 

going down 3-1. The Canadiens currently 

have a 3-2 lead in the series and just need 

one more win to book their place in the 

Stanley Cup Finals. 

 

     Lastly, we have the sport that goes 

practically all year round: soccer. In 

soccer, there have been the Euros and 

the Copa America. In the Copa America, 

the tournament involving all the South 

American nations, Brazil have come off to 

a blistering start with three wins in three 

games, while Argentina also started well 

with two wins and a draw. Bolivia on the 

other hand have lost all three of their 

games, meaning that they will not qualify 

for the next round despite them having 

one more game left to play. Venezuela, 

Ecuador, and Peru are also all fighting to 

stay in the competition, with Venezuela 

bottom on goal difference and facing a 

mammoth game against Peru, which 

could determine who does and does not 

go to the next round. 

 

     Uruguay have been slightly 

disappointing in this tournament but could 



     The Zoom party was filled with various 

activities and games to add more fun to the 

already incredible day. There were 

scavenger hunts, guess the song, Bingo, 

etc. And there were over $1,000 in prizes, 

ranging from Amazon gift cards to Best 

Buy gift cards. 

 

     One of the most unique aspects of the 

Zoom evening party was the ESMS Bingo. 

Contrary to normal Bingo with regular 

numbers on the sheet, there were images 

with everything related to ESMS. From 

images of Mr. Getz and Ms. Hyman, to 

pictures of Delizia’s Pizza and one of the 

delis near ESMS. Once again, this special 

aspect of the event was an excellent way 

for the 8th graders to remember aspects of 

their middle-school careers. 

 

 

One of the Bingo cards used during the 
evening graduation Zoom party 

 

 

     As you can see in the image above, 

there were a variety of types of squares on 

the Bingo card. The host of the meeting 

would randomly generate one of the 

images, and if it was on your card, you 

would select it as your next step in 

reaching Bingo. 

 

     Additionally, during the Zoom party, the 

graduating class participated in a Zoom 

scavenger hunt. The host would say one 

thing they would have to retrieve from 

around their house, and all of the students 

on the Zoom would have to find it and bring 

it back first. For example, once the 8th 

graders were asked to find mustard, or a 

drawing of the ESMS mascot, or even a 

course, remember to be kind to each 

other. GO TIGERS, ROAR! 

 

Photo Credit: youtube.com 

 

 

Hi East Side Middle School! 
Are you interested in learning 

about inspirational and 
powerful women in history? 

Then visit the Womenaki 
website at 

www.campwomenaki.com. 
Helen Keller, Harriet Tubman, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and more 

are featured here! From 
detailed descriptions of 

powerful women to fun arts 
and crafts, Womenaki has it 

all! 

 

 

 

 

Hi East Side Middle School! 
Have you been reading the 

Tiger Times? Do you want to 
submit an article, send in an 

advertisement, or join the 
team? It’s never too late to 

join! Email 
siroos.pasdar@esmsnyc.net 

to contribute! 

 

 

A Special Thank You and 
Goodbye 

By: Jacob Abroon 

 
     For the three years the Tiger Times 

has been in existence, there have been a 

variety of teachers and staff members that 

have helped us tremendously. Without 

these teachers, the Tiger Times would not 

be where we are today. 

 

redeem themselves if they get a win 

against Paraguay. 

 

     In the Euros, there have been some 

crazy events. In Group A, Italy (the team I 

predicted to win the tournament) finished 

first in the group with seven goals scored 

and no goals conceded, but they will face 

a tough path to glory after facing Austria in 

the Round of 16, because if they beat 

Austria, then they will likely face Belgium 

and France. In second place in Group A is 

Wales, who face Denmark in the next 

round, and they have themselves poised 

to make possibly yet another fairy tale run 

in the Euros due to their great form and 

the fact that they are not playing a huge 

(though Denmark are still very good) 

team. In third comes Switzerland, who go 

through to the next round as third place (in 

the Euros the best four out of six third 

placed teams go to the next round), but 

the biggest disappointment must be 

Turkey. Turkey, who finished bottom with 

no wins, one goal scored, and eight 

conceded, were many peoples' dark 

horses in the Euros, and despite having a 

squad with many good players, failed to 

do well in any of their games, partially due 

to bad tactics employed by the coach. 

 

     In Group B, Belgium, rather 

predictably, came in first and won all of 

their games, and will face Portugal in the 

next round in a mammoth tie, but it is 

second place in which lies the story. 

During the Denmark vs Finland game, in 

the first round of the European Cup, 

Danish star Christian Eriksen suddenly 

collapsed onto the pitch. Although he has 

since recovered, the ensuing minutes 

were filled with people constantly checking 

for updates on Eriksen’s wellbeing, and 

the shameless attempt of broadcasting an 

unconscious Eriksen which made the 

Danish players form a  ring around him to 

protect him from the camera. We are all 

thankful he came out alive, and Denmark 

ended up making him proud, despite 

losing to Finland and Belgium by getting a 

4-1 win over Russia, which gave them 

second place and a ticket to the next 

round. Finland finished third, but still did 

not qualify due to a low goal difference, 

and Russia finished in last place also 

because of their low goal difference. 

 

     In Group C, Holland came first in an 

easy group and won all of their games in 

http://www.campwomenaki.com/
https://www.campwomenaki.com/
mailto:siroos.pasdar@esmsnyc.net


cassette tape, which nearly no 8th grader 

could easily find. Whoever could verify that 

they found the specified item first would be 

awarded a gift card to a store. 

 

     Finally, another one of the activities that 

the 8th graders did was, “guess the song.” 

The host of the meeting would play just 

about one second of a song, and the 

students would type the name of the song 

in the chat. The first person to guess the 

song correctly would win a gift card. Many 

of the songs included Youngblood and 

Viva La Vida, which were the songs the 

graduates danced to as 6th graders at 

ESMS. 

 

     Once again, this event on graduation 

day was an excellent way for the 8th 

graders to reminisce and look back on their 

years of ESMS. Whether it was dancing to 

Youngblood during the Zoom party to show 

how well they remembered the dance 

choreography, or thinking about the last 

time they went to Delizia’s pizza with their 

friends during out-to-lunch, the evening 

Zoom party truly made graduation much 

more special. 

 

  

The cap worn by all the ESMS graduates, 
with 2021 on the tassel 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

     Of course, the graduating class of 

ESMS did not have the normal graduation. 

They did not walk up on a stage at the 

92nd Street Y to receive their diploma, and 

they did not have valedictorian or ballroom 

dance performances. The graduation was 

not traditional. But everything about this 

year’s graduation makes it so special. This 

year’s graduation will not be remembered 

in ESMS history as a normal graduation. It 

will be looked upon as a different one, and 

a unique graduation. However, this 

graduation will not be looked upon that way 

because of what it didn’t have, but what it 

did include. There might be no other ESMS 

graduation that will impose the same 

     Most of all, Mr. Getz deserves a thank 

you. When I approached him in the fall of 

2018, Mr. Getz was very helpful in 

creating the Tiger Times, which has now 

been running for three incredible years. 

Mr. Getz made sure the Tiger Times could 

function when it was composed of only 6th 

graders, and Mr. Getz’s help is 

immeasurable. Mr. Getz has been an 

incredible resource and help with the Tiger 

Times. From helping make the Tiger 

Times the official school newspaper of 

ESMS, to participating in countless 

interviews conducted by the members of 

the Tiger Times. 

 
     In addition to Mr. Getz’s help, the Tiger 

Times would not have made it to this point 

without the incredible help of Ms. Hyman. 

In the beginning of the 2018-2019 school 

year, Ms. Hyman hosted nearly all of the 

Tiger Times meetings, and laid the 

groundwork for how the Tiger Times 

would function in the following years. In 

our first year, Ms. Hyman reviewed each 

Tiger Times issue to make sure it was as 

incredible as it could be. Without Ms. 

Hyman, the Tiger Times would not be the 

professional and successful newspaper it 

is today. 

 

 

The first Tiger Times yearbook photo 

 

     One administration member who has 

provided a tremendous amount of help to 

the Tiger Times is Beth Servetar, the 

ESMS Parent Coordinator. From Tiger 

Times Issue I to the issue you are 

currently reading, Beth Servetar has 

provided the Tiger Times with 

immeasurable help. She has reviewed 

and expertly formatted Tiger Times 

issues, she has provided the Tiger Times 

with countless resources, and she has 

published every Tiger Times issue. 

Without Beth, the school would not have 

access to the Tiger Times issues, and 

style which sets them up for a clash 

against the Czech Republic. In second 

place came Austria who beat Ukraine to 

secure second. In third place comes 

Ukraine, who squeaks into the next round 

on 3 points due to a win over North 

Macedonia. Lastly, North Macedonia 

came last and looked very out of their 

depth (which was to be expected when 

their star player, Goran Pandev, is 37 

years old.) 

 

     In Group D, England eliminated past 

demons with a 1-0 win over Croatia, but 

were still very disappointing so far. They 

only scored 2 goals, both by Raheem 

Sterling against Croatia and the Czech 

Republic, and had a drab 0-0 draw in 

Scotland. In second place came Croatia, 

who got a 3-1 win over Scotland on the 

final day to secure a second-place finish. 

In third came the Czechs, who beat 

Scotland thanks to an outrageous halfway 

line goal from Schick (I recommend you 

look it up), and a tie against Croatia which 

was enough to get them to the next round.  

 

     In Group E, Sweden are the surprise 

winners due to a win over Slovakia, 

Poland, and a valiant tie to Spain which 

sets them up for a clash against Ukraine. 

In second place comes Spain, who, after a 

stuttering start to the campaign with two 

drab draws against Sweden and Poland, 

got a 5-0 win over Slovakia to book them 

second and a clash against Croatia in the 

next round. In third comes Slovakia, who, 

due to being thrashed by Spain on the last 

day, missed out on going through in third 

place due to a bad goal difference. In last 

place, despite Lewandowski scoring 3 

goals, comes Poland, in what is yet 

another disappointing tournament for the 

Poles. 

 

     In Group F, also called the Group of 

Death, France came in first. A win against 

Germany and a tie against Hungary and 

Portugal was enough to give them first 

place in the group and a favorable draw 

against Switzerland. The real drama 

comes in what happens in the other spots. 

In second comes Germany, who after a 1-

0 loss to France, were able to beat 

Portugal 4-2 and to get a tie against 

Hungary to finish second. However, the tie 

against the Hungry was action packed 

indeed. 

 



surreal feeling that this year’s graduation 

did on the 8th graders. Walking through the 

yard which they walked through hundreds 

of times, gave a new meaning to the 

graduating class as they received their 

diploma. The students were able to meet 

with teachers who were teaching remotely 

the entire time. They were able to share 

the monumental moment with their friends 

as they walked through the same yard they 

have been walking through for all three 

years of middle school. No other ESMS 

graduation will give the graduates the 

same feeling as this year’s graduation did. 

 

     So yes, the 2021 ESMS graduation was 

special. But not because of what it didn’t 

have, but what this graduation did have. 

This graduation will be remembered for 

years and years to come. In the coming 

years, the graduates will look back at their 

middle school years and remember how 

extraordinary this year’s graduation was. 

Without a doubt, East Side Middle is an 

incredible school. So the East Side Middle 

School 2021 graduation was an incredible 

day, which will be remembered for years. 

 

Inspirational People:  

Jacob Abroon 

 
We tend to search long and far to find 
inspiration when it is only right around 
the corner. Jacob Abroon has been an 
inspiring, passionate and hard-working 
editor-in-chief and founder of the Tiger 
Times for the past three years. The 
positive and humorous energy he has 
brought to each Tiger Times meeting 
makes everyone feel good. His 
commitment to receiving feedback and 
suggestions and making improvements 
has created a positive, motivated 
environment in the Tiger Times. Jacob’s 
passion, dedication and hard work has 
made the Tiger Times what it is today. 
He has shown great leadership and 

each Tiger Times issue would not be on 

the East Side Middle website. Without 

Beth, the Tiger Times would not be as 

successful as it is today. 

 

     Throughout the Tiger Times’s history, 

there have been numerous teachers who 

have hosted Tiger Times meetings. They 

have taken time out of their days to 

provide the Tiger Times with a place to 

meet, and to sometimes even contribute 

to the Tiger Times. Ms. Canzoneri and Mr. 

Durante provided the Tiger Times with a 

room to meet each week, and without 

them, communication would have been 

difficult last school year. Mr. Durante even 

wrote a few articles for the Tiger Times. In 

6th grade, Mr. Feder provided the Tiger 

Times with a room to meet every 

Thursday during lunch. Thanks to Mr. 

Feder providing us with a place to meet, 

the Tiger Times was able to successfully 

make our first issue. Additionally, Mr. 

Chen has hosted the last few Tiger Times 

meetings of this year, and provided the 

Tiger Times with a way to host our last 

meeting of the school year. 

 

     In addition, Mr. Duffey has helped the 

Tiger Times in countless ways, and 

countless times. Throughout this school 

year, Mr. Duffey has been generous 

enough to host nearly every Tiger Times 

meeting, allowing the growing Tiger Times 

to communicate easily while being remote. 

Without Mr. Duffey hosting the Tiger 

Times Zoom meetings, the Tiger Times 

issues from this school year would not be 

as incredible as they are. In addition, Mr. 

Duffey has reviewed nearly every Tiger 

Times issue, and made sure that the Tiger 

Times was as professional as possible. 

Using his expertise, Mr. Duffey has made 

sure the Tiger Times has risen to the level 

of a high school newspaper. Mr. Duffey 

has been an incredible help for the Tiger 

Times this school year. 

 

     Finally, thank you for reading the Tiger 

Times. Whether you have been reading 

the Tiger Times since Issue I, or you have 

started reading it a few months ago, thank 

you for reading the ESMS Tiger Times. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

     For the first time, members of the Tiger 

Times are graduating from East Side 

Middle. When I created the Tiger Times in 

2018, I never could have imagined the 

Tiger Times would grow from six people to 

     Hungary was winning 1-0 (a result 

which would have knocked out Germany), 

until the 66th minute, in which Kai Havertz 

equalized for Germany. But then Hungary 

scored straight after the kickoff to make it 

seem like that Hungary could be the 

ultimate underdog. Hungary did not allow 

the Germans to light up the stadium in 

Munich in rainbow colors to show their 

solidarity with LGBTQIA+ community and 

UEFA sided with Hungary, causing a lot of 

rightly deserved criticism aimed at UEFA. 

In the end, Germany ended up equalizing 

and Hungary ended up going out with 

Germany finishing in second which sets 

up a huge tie against England. Lastly, 

Portugal finished third with a win over 

Hungary, a loss against Germany, and a 

tie against France. Hungary finished last, 

but did exceed expectations due to their 

ties with France and Germany. 

 

     That is all for the sports page. I hope 

you enjoyed the last issue of the year, and 

for all the graduating class, I hope we all 

succeed better than Turkey did in the 

Euros! Have a great summer, and maybe 

try out or start following a new sport while 

you're at it! 

 

 

 

Despite having what many call a super 
team, the Brooklyn Nets could not capitalize 
on their 2-0 lead over the Milwaukee Bucks 

Photo Credit: (top) The New York Times 
(bottom) netsdaily.com 

 

 

The ESMS Rocket Club’s 
Rocket Launch 

By: Dale Heller 

 
     May 22nd. A sunny, picturesque day, 

meaning the perfect conditions for a 

rocket launch, which is exactly what the 

ESMS Rocket Club did.   

     As the clock struck 11:00, Mr. Getz and 

his longtime friend and designer of the 



organization. His impact on the Tiger 
Times will certainly be everlasting. We 
wish you much luck in high school and 
beyond. 

- Your Tiger Times colleagues 

 

 

 

 

ESMS Vaccine 
Experiences 
By: Ahana Chandra 

 
     As the 2020-2021 school year 

concludes, many have been reflecting on 

how the ESMS community as a whole has 

functioned during these tough pandemic 

times. Throughout the pandemic, this 

community has adapted to the situation by 

making the best of its resources and 

supporting one another through and 

through. And so, as the COVID-19 

vaccines are becoming available to many 

of the students of ESMS, they have been 

able to connect with each other through 

this amazing experience. This article will 

take a closer look at this experience and 

what it means to East Side Middle School 

students. 

 

     On May 10th this year, the FDA (Food 

and Drug Administration) approved Pfizer’s 

COVID-19 vaccine for ages 12-15. In the 

days following the approval, there was 

much chatter at ESMS surrounding 

students’ vaccine experiences. Many 

students received their first vaccine dose 

on Thursday, May 13th, the first day that 

the vaccine was available. After that, 

students had mentioned setting up 

appointments for the coming days if they 

had not already received it. 

 

     In order to fully understand students’ 

vaccination experiences, I surveyed 

classes 601, 703, and 802 (chosen 

randomly) about how it went. Out of the 33 

students who participated, 19 of them 

reported having already gotten at least one 

30 people in just a few years. Hopefully in 

the coming years, the Tiger Times will 

grow even more. Hopefully you will join 

the Tiger Times in an upcoming school 

year. As all of the original members of the 

Tiger Times graduate and go on to high 

school, let’s hope that the Tiger Times 

continues for years and years to come. 

 
 
 

 

 

The ESMS Debate Page 
By: Rhone Galchen 

 
    This is the ESMS Debate Page. In 

every issue, two students write arguments 

defending one side of a topic facing 

ESMS. The opinions argued in the debate 

page do not necessarily represent the 

opinions of the writers themselves. This 

month’s topic: should there be home 

economics class in school? 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

     With this being the last issue of the 

year, I decided to bring up a debate topic 

related to schools in order to 

commemorate the last days of school for 

this year for the 6th and 7th graders and 

for the graduating 8th graders (which 

includes me) as well. This is a debate 

topic (which happens to be one of the 

favorites of the ESMS debate coach), that 

has been going on ever since home 

economics was increasingly being left out 

of the curriculum in many schools. 

 

     For those who do not know, Home 

Economics is a subject that teaches 

students basic life skills for when they are 

an adult such as cooking, budgeting, how 

to pay your taxes, how to keep a healthy 

life and much more. In recent years, home 

economics has been taken out in favor of 

spending more time going over academic 

classes. In this debate we will look into the 

pros and cons of the home economics 

class, and it is up to you to decide which 

side you believe has the most merit. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes - Rhone Galchen 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

rocket, Robert Stark, along with a few of 

Mr. Stark’s college students, a couple of 

parent chaperones, ESMS student Sara 

Flax, and I made our way to the Hudson 

River in Riverside Park. 

 

 

Mr. Stark assembles the catamaran boat 

 

     With the sun beating down on us, and 

a wagon, filled with supplies, rolling across 

the pavement, we approached the river 

and found an ideal spot for our launch. 

There, we got to work assembling the 

rockets and catamaran boat. As Mr. Stark 

fastened paddles that would move the 

remote-controlled boat, Sara and I were 

handed devices covered in levers, 

switches, screens, and more. Mr. Stark 

soon finished attaching the paddles and 

practice rocket, and we listened intently as 

he pointed out the lever on Sara’s device 

that would move the boat, the switches on 

mine that would launch the rocket, and 

how to retrieve the rocket using a crane 

attached to the boat. 

 

     A short while later, we were ready to 

launch the practice rocket. We made the 

treacherous descent over slippery 

boulders to the river shore. Once 

everyone had safely completed the 

journey downwards, Mr. Stark bravely 

stepped into the murky waters. Upon his 

giving the boat a push, Sara was able to 

steer the boat farther into the river, a 

necessary safety precaution. When the 

boat halted at the desired location, Mr. 

Stark directed me to lift one lever. After a 

dramatic countdown from 10, I pushed 

down another lever, as instructed, and we 

gazed up in wonder as the yellow and 

black rocket soared into the clouds above. 

 

     As the rocket dropped back into the 

water, it was time for the second, and 

what proved to be the harder, part of our 



vaccination dose. In addition, out of those 

19 students, 13 students also reported that 

they had gotten both vaccination doses. 

See the graph below for more information. 

 
 

 

 

 
      

 

     Most of the students said they are 

looking forward to travelling, spending time 

with friends, and/or life going back to 

normal after most of us get vaccinated. 

Many students mentioned that they are 

glad to contribute to getting everyone to 

the end of the pandemic. 

 

     Siena Meehan, a student in class 703, 

has a similar point of view. She received 

both doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine 

at Weill Cornell Medicine. Like others, she 

said, “I was very excited because I am 

going to be able to have full immunity.” She 

also mentioned how important it was to her 

that, “it’s a way for us all to get back to 

normal” and that she is proud to get the 

vaccine because, “it’s not only protecting 

ourselves, but it’s protecting everyone 

else.” 

 

     In addition, when asked how the 

environment at Weill Cornell Medicine was 

when getting the vaccine, Siena said, “I 

noticed that there were a lot of kids, which I 

felt was very important” and that she was 

“very happy about that because a big 

     There should be a home economics 

class because students need to learn 

basic life skills along with preparing 

children for the workforce. Although some 

may call home economics outdated, the 

education system needs to teach children 

how to manage certain things in life so 

that they are not left unprepared for the 

real world. There is no use in preparing 

students for higher skilled jobs in which 

they get paid a higher wage if we are not 

going to teach them how to budget that 

money and to handle it as well. Home 

economics can help prepare students for 

what can sometimes be a hard, 

unforgiving world in a way that textbooks 

simply can’t. Schools should teach 

students how to budget for themselves 

and run their own life, because once they 

have a job and do have to run their own 

life, they may be unprepared for it 

because no one ever taught them these 

life skills. Therefore, schools should teach 

home economics just so that they prepare 

students for real life as well as academic 

skills. 

 

     Furthermore, home economics can 

help teach a key part of an adult’s life 

because it teaches students how to 

budget. As students become adults, they 

will need to learn how to budget for 

themselves in order to make sure that the 

hard-earned money that they make does 

not go to waste with and that students 

don’t end up with low credit scores, high-

interest loans, and many mortgages. 

Budgeting could help students avoid these 

problems which is crucial for adult life. 

Home economics also teaches how to 

have a healthy diet and to run a healthy 

life and also how to pay taxes which are 

all very important life skills.  

 

     People may argue, however, that these 

life skills are things that you may learn at 

home, and that we would not need to take 

time out of certain subjects in order to fit in 

home economics. However, while some 

may learn these life skills at home or in 

daily life, it would be wrong to assume that 

every child would learn these life skills at 

home. In addition, even if they are 

learning these skills at home, learning the 

skills in school as well could help reinforce 

these skills and could help the students to 

hone the skills or to perfect them as well. 

All in all, home economics should be 

taught in class in order to ensure that 

mission: Retrieving it. A crane was built 

into the rocket, and attached to the crane 

dangled a string with a magnet at the end. 

A lever on my device controlled the 

direction the crane faced, and how far the 

magnet dropped. The tip of the rocket was 

magnetic and would attach to the crane’s 

magnet. Or would it? After spending what 

likely was a half hour rotating the boat, 

frantically lowering the magnet, and 

gliding right over our target, we were 

resolved to getting the rocket trapped 

underneath the boat and coaxing it to 

shore. Just as we put this new plan into 

action, we witnessed the miraculous! The 

magnet caught on to the rocket and it was 

returned to us safely. 

 

     Now that we had aced our test mission, 

we felt confident in our ability to launch the 

actual rocket. We followed the steps to 

launch it, and I once more lifted the lever 

that would propel the rocket into the sky 

above. Up it went, and in an instant, it was 

gone. We eagerly awaited its landing, 

watching above us for five seconds, then 

10, then 15… Finally, murmurs began, of 

“where is it?”, “do you see it?” and more. 

Despite its bright red hue, this rocket had 

escaped our gaze. As Sara put it, “To this 

day we still don’t know exactly where the 

rocket ended up but there are some 

strong theories. There was a helicopter 

above the rocket when we launched, did it 

get swept up on the blades and 

destroyed? Did it end up [across the 

water] in New Jersey?” 

 

 

The device that controlled the boat, camera, 

and crane, and launched the rocket 

 

     We did not allow this peculiar event to 

stop our, as Sara described them, 

“spectacularly fun” endeavors. It was now 

time for an even bigger rocket! This one 

successfully launched, and we kept a 

close eye on it during its descent. At first, 

Sara and I quickly moved out of the way, 



population of the world are kids,” so she 

thought that it was essential that they got 

vaccinated to reduce the spread of COVID-

19. 

 

     Overall, getting vaccinated is something 

that many of us have often overlooked until 

now. Being part of the pandemic has given 

us a whole new perspective on the 

importance and the impact of getting 

vaccinated. This has especially been 

reflected in what students at ESMS have to 

say about this major experience and how it 

has impacted them. As summer break 

approaches, students are getting closer 

and closer to the end of the pandemic with 

every shot. 

 

 

“I’m Vaccinated” sticker, courtesy of Siena 

Meehan (703) 

Photo Credit (top): WebMD 

 

Raising The Minimum 
Wage 

By: Camille D’Silva 

 
     In May of 2021, Chipotle and 

McDonalds made the decision to raise their 

minimum wages for workers. A minimum 

wage is the lowest amount of money an 

employer has to pay one of their 

employees. Chipotle raised their minimum 

wage to 15 dollars an hour, and 

McDonalds is now paying their employees 

anywhere from 11 dollars to 17 dollars per 

hour. This is a large change that many 

people were happy about, but it also 

brought about a large amount of discussion 

and protesting on whether the US should 

officially increase the national minimum 

wage. It is currently only $7.25, and hasn’t 

been officially increased since 2009. In this 

article, I will discuss the pros and cons of 

students are learning important life skills 

for when they become independent adults. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

No - Jacob Abroon 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

     Home economics is not a necessary 

class. The skills learned in home 

economics can be taught at home, by 

family, and even can be woven into 

school. My solution for not taking 45 

minutes out of each school day to teach 

home economics is to spend a couple 

days each school year teaching the most 

necessary aspects of home economics in 

each regular class in school. For example, 

budgeting will be included in math class, 

as the school would have taught the 

students the necessary math skills to 

know how to pay taxes, budget money, 

etc. All that would be needed would be to 

set aside a couple math periods each 

school year to teach this to the students. 

 

     First of all, certain aspects of home 

economics are not necessary to teach in 

school. One of these topics is cooking. In 

their adult life, people can easily search 

up recipes on how to make certain dishes. 

Many people who defend home 

economics classes do not understand how 

times have evolved from the late 20th 

century. We all have the internet to give 

us more information than we will ever 

need. Therefore, aspects of home 

economics such as cooking and 

gardening are easy to search up on the 

internet as an adult, so teaching those 

topics included in home economics will be 

unnecessary to teach in schools today. 

 

     Continuing with my plan on how to 

teach the necessary skills of life to 

students in just a few days, rather than 

one period every day of a 150-day school 

year, my argument will cover child care, 

money management, and sewing. 

 

     First, there is childcare. As many 

parents can probably agree, childcare is 

not something you can teach, or read 

about. Childcare is also not something 

anyone can do perfectly, while there are 

certain experts at cooking, sewing, and 

managing money. Therefore, I would like 

to point out a couple of problems with 

teaching childcare in home economics. 

First of all, teaching childcare at an age as 

young as middle school will not be helpful 

as it appeared that the rocket was making 

a beeline for us on its way to the ground. 

However, we were fortunate, as the rocket 

gracefully landed behind us. 

 

     We departed from the Hudson River 

with new knowledge and experience. All in 

all, the day was a success, and dare I say, 

a blast? 

 
The Olympic Trials For 

Gymnastics 
By: Nora Cassetta 

 
Information On the 2021 US Olympic 

Gymnastics Trials: Where to Watch, 

Ticket Information, and More! 

     Finally, after a year of waiting, we are 

able to see the best American gymnasts 

compete against each other for a spot in 

the U.S. Olympic Gymnastics Team for 

the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. 

 

     Many avid gymnastics fans have 

watched previous competitions in which 

Olympic hopefuls have tried to make a 

name for themselves before the trials. 

This time, top gymnasts will compete over 

the course of two days, hoping to impress 

the selection committee, which is in 

charge of choosing the gymnasts for the 

Olympic Gymnastics Team for the United 

States. Many gymnasts are thought to be 

shoo-ins for the team, such as G.O.A.T. 

(Greatest of All Time) Simone Biles. 

However, many are younger gymnasts, 

such as Suni Lee and Jordan Chiles, who 

are hoping to earn a spot on the team. 

 

     The competition this year is fiercer than 

ever, and there are already some team 

predictions. This article will address some 

frequently asked questions and extra 

information that may be helpful to know 

before watching the trials. 

 

When and where are the trials taking 

place? 

     The event will run from Thursday, June 

24, through Sunday, June 27, and it will 

be held at The Dome at America’s Center, 

in St. Louis, Missouri. The Trials will not 

be held at the Enterprise Center, originally 

slated as the venue for the event, as, 

“current arena capacity limits and other 

COVID-related challenges necessitate the 

change in venue.”  

 



raising the minimum wage to $15, since 

that is probably the most popular idea 

currently. 

 

     Something that advocates of the $15 

minimum wage bring up is the fact that this 

could help reduce pay gaps between 

genders and races. According to the 

Economic Policy Institute, a $15 federal 

minimum wage would give 31% of black 

workers and 26% of Latino workers a raise 

in pay. Nearly 60% of workers who would 

benefit from the minimum wage raise are 

women. This means that more people 

would be able to be treated equally and 

have the same amount of pay as, say, a 

white man would. However, this is all just 

an estimate, as we do not really have any 

hard evidence as to what could happen in 

a country like America. 

 

     Another point is that tipped workers, like 

waiters and waitresses, could see a boost 

in their pay. Restaurant workers rely 

heavily on tips to get their income, and 

even then, they always have to share with 

the other workers in the restaurant. By 

raising the minimum wage, they become 

less reliant on the tips for income, and 

have a solid cash flow. It could also lead to 

more harassment being reported. Saru 

Jayaraman, president of One Fair Wage, 

which advocates to end tipped wages, 

says, “What we know is that the higher the 

wage, the less dependent workers are on 

tips and therefore the less vulnerable they 

are to harassment.” What this means is 

that people working in the restaurant 

industry often have to be nice to their 

customers so they can receive a higher tip. 

However, this could mean they do not 

report harassment or inappropriate 

behavior because they don’t want to 

jeopardize how much cash they get. 

Raising the minimum wage could solve this 

problem and make sure no restaurant 

worker has to prioritize cash over their 

safety at work. 

 

     Dissenters to increasing the minimum 

wage say that first and foremost, people 

will lose their jobs. This is because many 

employers do not want to pay these 

increased wages in the first place. After all, 

they do have a business to run at the end 

of the day. The Congressional Budget 

Office projected that a minimum wage 

increase from $7.25 to $10.10 would result 

in a loss of 500,000 jobs, and assumes 

to students. According to Forbes, women 

become first-time parents at an average 

age of 26, and men become first-time 

parents at an average age of 31. Teaching 

childcare to 13 year old students is 

probably not something that students will 

retain for at least 13 years. With cooking 

or sewing students can practice the skills 

they learn, students will not have many 

opportunities for child care in their teens 

and early twenties. Therefore, teaching 

childcare is irrelevant. Additionally, many 

of the students will not become parents, 

so the home economics class will be 

ignoring a considerable percentage of the 

students. However, if childcare were to be 

taught in schools, according to my 

solution, schools could set aside a couple 

periods each school year to teach 

students the most important aspects of 

child care such as how to keep children 

healthy, and certain values they should 

have with children. This can be taught in 

Humanities class, as it focuses on social 

issues and social values. 

 

     Next, there is money management. As 

stated previously, money management will 

be taught in math class according to my 

plan. Middle school is about the ideal age 

range to teach students money 

management, and at that age, students 

have a basic understanding of tax and 

algebra. Money management is an 

important topic to teach, as it is relevant 

even in teenage years. Therefore, 

spending a few math periods each school 

year should give students a decent 

understanding of money management. 

Additionally, teaching money management 

can be woven into the regular math 

lessons, whether it is Algebra, systems of 

equations, etc. As a result, it would be 

agreeable to spend about a week’s worth 

of math lessons each school year to teach 

money management. 

 

     Finally, there is sewing, knitting, 

crocheting, and other aspects that fall 

under the similar umbrella. These can be 

taught in art class, as that is the topic that 

is most similar to sewing and knitting. 

While sewing is not a skill that is 

necessary every day, it will be very helpful 

when it is needed. For just a couple art 

periods each school year, sewing and 

knitting can be taught to the students. If 

the art teacher cannot sew or knit, any 

other teacher at that school who does 

What is the schedule of the 2021 US 

Gymnastics Olympic Trials? 

June 24: Men’s Gymnastics Day 1, 3:30 

PM (PT) 

June 25: Women's Gymnastics Day 2, 5 

PM (PT) 

June 26: Men’s Gymnastics Day 2, 1 PM 

(PT) 

June 27: Women’s Gymnastics Day 2, 

5:30 PM (PT) 

 

Where can I stream the 2021 US 

Gymnastics Olympic Trials? 

     The live stream of the 2021 US 

Gymnastics Olympic Trials will be 

available on NBC Sports (link: 

https://www.nbcsports.com/live) 

and the NBC Sports Olympic Channel 

(link: 

http://stream.nbcsports.com/nbc/watch-

olympic-channel). Announcements 

concerning the trials will be posted on the 

USA Gymnastics social media pages. 

 

Will there be spectators live at the 2021 

US Gymnastics Olympic Trials? 

     Yes! Single-session tickets are still 

available for purchase. The Dome has a 

capacity of 20,000. Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, all Coronavirus related health 

protocols will be followed at all times, 

including wearing masks, which is 

mandatory for everyone, including 

vaccinated fans.   

 

How will the 2021 Gymnastic Olympic 

Team members be chosen? 

     For the Women’s Olympic Gymnastics 

Team, the two gymnasts with the highest 

scores in the trials (after combining the 

scores for both days) will have guaranteed 

spots on the team. The rest of the team 

will be chosen by a selection committee, 

which includes nine-time Olympic medalist 

and the first gymnast to ever be awarded 

a perfect score of 10.00 in Olympic 

history: Nadia Comăneci. Four gymnasts 

in total will be chosen for the team 

competition, while two gymnasts will be 

chosen to compete only in the “Individual 

Competition Days.” The Individual 

Olympic gymnasts will be chosen by the 

selection committee but will not be 

allowed to compete in the team event. 

 

     For the Men’s Olympic Gymnastics 

Team, the process is a little different. Two 

gymnasts will be selected from the men’s 

trials. The first will be the gymnast with the 

https://www.nbcsports.com/live
https://www.nbcsports.com/live
http://stream.nbcsports.com/nbc/watch-olympic-channel
http://stream.nbcsports.com/nbc/watch-olympic-channel
http://stream.nbcsports.com/nbc/watch-olympic-channel


even more being lost if it is increased to 

$15. In a survey of 1,213 businesses and 

human resource professionals, 38% of 

employers who currently pay the minimum 

wage said that they would lay off some 

employees if the minimum wage was 

increased to $10.10. Again, imagine how 

many people would lose their jobs if it was 

$15. 54% said they would decrease hiring 

levels. This turns off many people from 

even the idea of a higher minimum wage, 

because of the fear of higher 

unemployment rates. 

 

     Another point is that a higher minimum 

wage would hurt small businesses. One 

third of small business owners said they’ll 

likely lay off workers if Congress raises the 

federal minimum wage to $15 an hour, 

according to a survey done by CNBC on 

over 2,000 small businesses. Since small 

business owners do not make as much as 

larger corporations, the increasing of the 

minimum wage could potentially shut down 

many of their stores. Of course, 

accommodations could be made, and are 

being suggested, such as a gradually 

increasing minimum wage, so as to not 

spring these changes on the smaller 

companies. But nothing is certain, and we 

don’t know if this will actually help. 

 

     All in all, the minimum wage does not 

have a clear-cut answer as to whether or 

not it is “good or bad.” It all depends on 

your viewpoint. Do you focus more on 

businesses or the workers? Depending on 

what aspect you look at it from, your 

opinion could change greatly. It is 

important to discuss it though, so that more 

people get an understanding of these two 

different outlooks and can decide for 

themselves. 

 

 

What Is Cryptocurrency? 
By: Samuel Stevens 

 
     The construct of money has existed 

since as early as 5,000 BC! Until not many 

years ago, people could trade in money 

which were certificates that were backed 

up by gold. Then, we moved on just to 

paper money which technically has no 

value. The only value it has is in our 

collective belief that it does have value. Is it 

time to switch to a new type of currency 

using modern technology? Cryptocurrency, 

know these skills can also teach knitting 

and sewing to the students. Therefore, 

teaching knitting, sewing, and crocheting 

can easily be taught in school for just a 

few periods. 

 

     Overall, home economics cannot be 

taught in schools. Spending 45 minutes 

each school day will take up crucial time 

throughout the school year that can be 

used to teach more important topics, such 

as science and math. By teaching only a 

few necessary aspects of home 

economics for just a few periods each 

school year, students can learn the few 

necessary topics of home economics 

without wasting much time. Clearly, home 

economics as a periodic class is not 

necessary at all. 

 

 

 

Geopolitics 
By: Anna Rodriguez 

 
     Geopolitics is what binds each and 

every country, limiting their global powers. 

Chinahas to rely on relations with other 

countries to get the oil and gas that it 

needs. The United States has its 

problems. It is becoming more self-

sufficient on energy and because of that, 

they are no longer as reliant on countries 

that used to provide them with oil and gas. 

While they spend less money on oil and 

gas, they weaken their relations with the 

countries that provide it, such as Brazil, 

Saudi Arabia and others. Geopolitics is 

only one of the many complicated things 

that politicians must understand. The 

simplest way to explain it is like this: 

  

     Geopolitics is a form of handcuffs that 

prevents World War III from breaking out. 

It binds the global leaders' hands so they 

can only do so much. Geopolitics are all 

about strong relations with other countries. 

Some say geopolitics are the building 

blocks of each and every country that 

aspires to become a global power. While 

geopolitics can be helpful to many 

highest sum of the all-around scores of 

the two days. The second gymnast will be 

chosen after taking into account both their 

performance at the trials and the “results 

of the top performers in three of the six 

individual apparatuses at the US 

Gymnastics Championships.” The rest of 

the men’s team will be chosen by a 

selection committee.  

 

     For both teams, the selection 

committee will also be choosing three 

alternates. 

 

     Two-time Olympic medalist Laurie 

Hernandez and World Champions Morgan 

Hurd and Chellsie Memmel will not be 

competing in the trials due to injuries.  

 

Top Female Gymnasts to Watch at the 

2021 US Olympic Trials: 

     Many gymnasts had promising 

performances in the U.S. Gymnastics 

Championships, which were held in early 

June 2021, in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Gymnasts who finished the competition 

fourth through ninth place were separated 

by less than one point. Here is the list of 

the top 12 contenders for a spot on the 

Women’s US Olympic Gymnastics Team: 

 

1. Simone Biles (scored 119.650 in the 

U.S. Gymnastics Championship) 

2. Sunisa Lee (114.950) 

3. Jordan Chiles (114.450) 

4. Emma Malabuyo (110.450) 

5. Leanne Wong (110.150) 

6. Jade Carey (110.000) 

7. Skye Blakely (109.550) 

Grace McCallum (109.550) 
8. r 

9. MyKayla Skinner (109.500) 

10. Kara Eaker (109.050) 

11. Kayla DiCello (108.800) 

12. Shilese Jones (108.500) 

     However, “[b]ecause the Olympic team 

event uses a ‘three up, three count’ 

scoring system, the top four athletes in the 

all-around at Olympic Trials might not 

necessarily represent the four athletes 

who can best contribute to the U.S. team’s 

score.” Also, many gymnasts in the lineup 

have been plagued with recent injuries, 

although some have made impressive 

comebacks this year for a chance to go to 

the Tokyo Olympics. 

 

     Tom Forster, a member of the 

Selection Team for Women’s Gymnastics, 

said, “he will use a ProScore tool that 



which is a digital currency, could be the 

new form of monetary exchange.  

 

 

Is paper money going away? 

 

     The concept of cryptocurrency was first 

described by Wei Dei in 1998, but the idea 

did not completely catch on until 2009 with 

the release of a “white paper” that 

explained the basics of blockchain and 

bitcoin. There are many cryptocurrencies, 

but the one that seems to be dominating 

the market is Bitcoin. But what exactly is 

this digital currency? Cryptocurrency is 

built upon something called blockchain 

technology. This is a method of storing 

data in such a way that it is difficult or 

impossible to alter, hack, or cheat it. A 

blockchain is a digital log website of 

transactions that are acquired and 

distributed across the blockchain's 

complete network of computer systems. 

 

     So which is better, paper money or 

cryptocurrency? It would seem that trading 

with cryptocurrency is unsafe because you 

can’t physically hold it in your hand, but the 

opposite is true! Traditional money is less 

safe than digital money. This is because 

every time you swipe your credit card, all 

your personal information is attached. This 

way, businesses, banks, and governments 

can all track that information, and criminals 

could steal information as well. On the 

other hand, blockchain technology keeps 

that information private contained in a 

digital file with the complete transaction 

history of that particular “coin.” Also, with 

traditional banking, you pay fees every 

time a transaction is processed. 

Cryptocurrency, on the other hand, has 

little to no transaction fees. 

 

     Bitcoin not only has gained attention 

from the public but governments too. Many 

governments fear that there could be illegal 

activity with cryptocurrency and the 

government would have no access to it or 

countries, it can also cause their whole 

economy to come crashing down. 

Geopolitics is a way of explaining the 

challenges countries face when trying to 

grow their presence in the world.  

 

      

 

     An example of this is Russia. Russia 

was a big superpower back in the 20th 

century. Russia now has been trying to 

take control of the Arctic as the whole 

north coast of Russia is on the Arctic 

Ocean. They have diverted quite a bit of 

their money toward military spending and 

creating and training an Arctic response 

force based out of Murmansk.  

 

     Geopolitics is a strange concept to 

understand, but what is most important is 

that it keeps us and the rest of the world 

out of a nuclear war. Geopolitics limits 

each country's powers so they can check 

and balance each other. 

 

Photo Credit: sei.org 

 

 

 

 

Mayor’s Race Series 
By: Siroos Pasdar 

 
     In the midst of the global COVID-19 

pandemic, New York City is planning to 

elect their next mayor. The primaries, 

which took place on June 22, had 

candidates racing towards the finish line. 

The results of this mayoral race could 

have a profound impact on our city. 

Various candidates could bring in new 

perspectives, bring the spotlight to new 

problems, and help buff the recovery from 

the COVID-19 pandemic in New York City, 

a place that was particularly hit hard early 

in the pandemic. The race to become the 

next mayor is still close. The front-runners 

consist of Kathryn Garcia, Maya Wiley, 

Eric Adams, Scott Stringer and Andrew 

Yang.  

allows him to consider ‘every possible 

scenario of team formation to get the 

highest score.’”  

 

     Jade Carey is already a considered 

shoo-in for the USA Individual Olympic 

Gymnastics Team. According to Terry 

Gannon, a commentator for USA 

Gymnastics, Jade Carey has “already 

mathematically clinched an Individual spot 

in the Olympics in Tokyo … and she is 

going to go.” Nastia Liukin, a five-time 

Olympic gold medalist, commented that 

she would like to know how it is to 

compete, knowing that, “she already has 

an Olympic spot secured.” This is due to 

her performances at previous 

competitions, in which Jade Carey 

impressed members of the selection 

committee.  

 

Where can I buy tickets? 

     All-session ticket packages include all 

four competitive sessions and pricing 

begins at $125. Tickets can be bought 

through the official website of 

Ticketmaster by locating the “Gymnastics” 

tickets, or by clicking this link: 

ticketmaster.com. Tickets can also be 

bought at any Ticketmaster outlet. More 

information is available at 

https://www.stlouis2021.com/ 

(usagym.org). 

 

     Although this long-awaited competition 

was postponed one year due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the gymnasts 

competing have persevered, making for a 

fierce group of competitors. Make sure to 

tune in, as there is never a dull moment 

on the competition floor! 

 

Sources: Alex Azzi, “Which women will make the 

U.S. Olympic gymnastics team?”, June 9, 2021 
(nbcsports.com) 

 
Corey Miller, “US Olympic Gymnastics trials moved 
from Enterprise Center to The Dome at America's 

Center,” May 12, 2021 (bizjournals.com) 
 

Hari Kishore M, “US Gymnastics Olympic Trials 
2021: Where to watch, schedule, live streaming 

details,” June 18, 2021 (sportskeeda.com) 

 
“U.S. Olympic Trials TV, live stream schedule on 
NBC Sports, Peacock” (olympics.nbcsports.com) 

 
“Single-session ticket sales for U.S. Olympic Team 

Trials - Gymnastics on sale now” (usagym.org) 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.ticketmaster.com/us-olympic-team-trials-gymnastics-all-st-louis-missouri-06-24-2021/event/06005AA63A213C2E
https://www.stlouis2021.com/
https://usagym.org/pages/post.html?PostID=26300


control over it. It also could take a lot of 

control and revenue away from banks, 

which is the system that controls the flow 

of all monetary transactions. 

 

     With the rapid growth of technologies, 

many traditional industries get disrupted 

and completely reinvented. The way we 

purchase products online, watch 

entertainment, and are able to continue 

classes during the pandemic with Zoom 

are all examples of industries and systems 

being reinvented. You would think that the 

massive world banking system and 

government monetary policy would be the 

last thing to experience any technological 

disruption. Is it possible that we will be 

using only cryptocurrency by the time we 

graduate college? 

 

Sources: wonderopolis.org, docuserve.com, 
dummies.com, thebalance.com, 

aliantpayments.com, investopedia.com, 

euromoney.com 
Photo Credit: cnbc.com  

 

How To Become Better At 
Anything 

By: Tayden Eagle-McAvoy 

 
     Today we will be talking about how to 

get better at anything. You might be 

thinking, “how can someone teach me that 

in one article?” Well, it's pretty simple. All 

you need is a plan, a system and practice.  

 

     The first thing you need is a plan. Let’s 

say you want to get better at memorizing 

something, such as the lyrics to a song.  

Ask yourself, “how long do you think it will 

take me to do this?” Check to see if there 

is a deadline or time constraint. Managing 

your time is critical. 

 

     Second, take your goal and work 

backward. Take a piece of paper and list 

the steps you need to get there. If you're 

trying to memorize a song, split it up into 

the first stanza or line of lyrics. Breaking up 

what you're trying to memorize into chunks 

is easier than trying to memorize a whole 

page of words. Start at the first section and 

go over it until you have it completely. Add 

the next section and don’t move on until 

you have committed it to memory. Keep 

adding one chunk at a time until you reach 

your goal.   

A great plan is to make your goals 

“S.M.A.R.T.” 

 

     The second debate saw a lot of action. 

Questions zipped across the room, as well 

as statements and accusations. Eric 

Adams, the former police officer who has 

called for reform within the department, 

seemed to be particularly popular, as well 

as Andrew Yang, who are both 

frontrunners. The popularity of the 

candidate Andrew Yang has been on the 

decline recently. Particularly after 

candidates targeted Andrew Yang’s 

inexperience in government. Maya Wiley 

pointed out that Yang’s non-profit 

organization, Venture For America, failed 

to deliver the ambitious goal of creating 

100,000 jobs. Instead, they only “created 

150,” Wiley said. Candidates had a 

response to Yang’s comments on building 

a casino on Governors Island and his 

plans for Tik Tok housing, saying he 

cannot focus on the more important tasks 

and is not qualified to be mayor. 

  

     While most of the debate involved 

questions being directed at frontrunners 

such as Adams and Yang, they too 

exchanged comments. Adams accused 

Yang of abandoning the city and going to 

the Hudson Valley for a bit during 2020 

and the height of the pandemic. “You left 

the city during a very difficult time,” 

Adams, who is the current Brooklyn 

Borough President, said. Yang fired back 

by pointing out how Adams has been 

investigated for corruption on multiple 

levels (It is important to note he was never 

found guilty). While the two candidates 

fought, Stringer chimed in and said “You 

both shouldn’t be mayor.” Adams was 

targeted again by Maya Wiley about the 

fact that he has encouraged retired police 

officers to carry guns around, including 

into places such as a church. “We don’t 

want guns all over our city,” Wiley told 

Adams. She further added that he is 

spreading the wrong message to kids. 

 

     The Democratic candidate who won 

the primaries, which occurred on June 22, 

will likely become New York City’s next 

mayor in a time unlike any other.  

 

Sources: New York Times, New York Daily News 
Photo Credit: therealdeal.com 

 

 

Three Tips On How To 
Prevent Procrastination 

By: Anna Hsu 

 
     Procrastination. It’s something that we 

all tend to do from time to time. Whether 

it’s delaying a research project, homework 

assignment, or even waking up in the 

morning. It’s something Tim Urban 

described in his TED talk as, “Two months 

turned into one month, which turned into 

two weeks.” Over time, a lot of students 

tend to cut down the amount of time they 

have to work on an assignment/project.  

It’s something that many people tend to 

struggle with. Procrastinating is something 

that is exceptionally visible when doing 

school at home. There are many 

distractions to take into consideration. 

However, there are always ways to 

prevent them.  

 

      One of the main things that has helped 

prevent procrastination is having a 

designated work area. This place should 

be comfortable to personal preference and 

filled with no distractions. This can ensure 

that you have full focus on the task at 

hand. Since students do not have the 

luxury of going to school to work and then 

coming home to relax, having a study area 

is definitely a good alternative.  

 

      Another great way to stay focused is 

having music without any lyrics play in the 

background. Although it may seem 

distracting, many find listening to music 

helpful. For me, it helps me focus on my 

work instead of the things I would rather 

do. Unlike other background noise, music 

is coordinated and can actually help 

improve concentration. Healthline states, 

“According to a 2014 study, listening to 

classical music seemed to help older 

adults perform better on memory and 

processing tasks. These findings suggest 

certain types of music can help boost 

memorization abilities and other cognitive 

functions.” This study was conducted by 

PubMed Central which Healthline claims 

is a, “Highly respected database from the 

National Institutes of Health.” Proving 

music is great for studying! That’s part of 

the reason many teachers play music 

during schoolwork.  

 

     Many people tend to procrastinate due 

to feeling overwhelmed. To fix this 



Specific - Be clear about what you want to 

achieve. 

Measurable - You can break down the goal 

into quantitative checkpoints. 

Attainable - You are capable of completing 

the steps necessary to reach the goal. 

Relevant - The goal makes sense for your 

life and purpose. 

Timely - You have the time to work toward 

your goal and are progressing on 

schedule. 

 

     Now that you have a plan, you need a 

system to make sure you get things done.  

A good system starts with linking what you 

want to practice with something else you 

already do every day. To get better at 

memorizing a song, sing or rehearse it 

before dinner. That’s a great link because 

you eat dinner every day.  Not all links are 

as easy to find as dinner time. To keep 

yourself on track, create a schedule and 

set yourself a reminder or note on when, 

where, and how long it will take you to 

complete your new desired goal. 

 

S.M.A.R.T. acronym provided by 
https://www.wikihow.com/ 

 

 

 

Theme Of The Month: 
Summer Camps 

By: Siroos Pasdar 

 
     While the school year is at its end, there 

is still one thing to look forward to: 

summer. For some, that may mean the 

relief of not having school, or the 

opportunity to relax. For others, it may be 

summer vacations, or summer camps. 

Every year, our parents search high and 

low to find camps that help us grow and 

broaden our experiences. No matter what 

you are doing, the summer time provides 

an opportunity to relax and enjoy different 

activities. As vaccinations among the youth 

continue, the summer camp season is 

ready to kick off.   

 

 

Drones 
By: Matthew Huang 

 
     Did you know that drones can be used 

for many things, ranging from military 

operations to package delivery? In this 

article, you will learn about what drones 

are, what they are used for, what they 

might be able to do for us in the future, 

and more. 

 

     What are drones in the first place? 

Drones are unmanned aircrafts or 

spacecrafts. Drones also can be a variety 

of shapes and sizes. They can range from 

tiny quadcopters (helicopters with four 

rotors) to huge fix-winged drones. There 

are 4 main types of drones: Multi Rotor 

Drones, Fixed Wing Drones, Single Rotor 

Helicopter, and Fixed Wing Hybrid VTOL. 

Multi Rotor Drones are the most common 

type of drone. According to 

circuitstoday.com, "Multi-rotor drones can 

be further classified based on the number 

of rotors on the platform. They are 

Tricopter (3 rotors), Quadcopter (4 rotors), 

Hexacopter (6 rotors) and Octocopter (8 

rotors). Out of these, Quadcopters are the 

most popular and widely used variant." As 

the name suggests, Fixed wing drones 

have wings to help them fly. Fixed wing 

drones require a runway or launcher to 

take off. 

 

     The next type of drones are Single 

Rotor Drones. These drones usually look 

a lot like actual helicopters, with one large 

blade on top and one small blade on the 

tail of the drone. The final type of drone is 

the Fixed Wing Hybrid VTOL. The Fixed 

Wing Hybrid VTOL is a concept that 

combines the benefits of Fixed Wing 

Drones and Rotor-based drones. It has 

been tested from around the 1960's 

without much success. However, more 

recently, this concept has become more 

popular and reliable.  

 

problem, making a schedule is a great 

way to help. Breaking up the work into 

smaller pieces makes it a lot less 

stressful. This also gives a stricter work 

schedule, making it less likely to leave all 

the work for one day. This plan can be 

adjusted as needed.  

 

      From experience, schoolwork can be 

extremely overwhelming at times. It’s 

important to note to take breaks here and 

there. It’s also important to recognize 

when you need some breaks or extra 

sleep. However, there is a fine line 

between breaks and procrastinating, so be 

careful! 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: https://tinybuddha.com/blog/how-to-
stop-procrastinating-when-things-feel-hard-or-

scary/ 

 
 

Are You Going To Sleep 
Away Camp This 

Summer? 
By: Maeve Redmond 

 
     As you all know, this has been a 

difficult year and a half. Things have 

changed. From seeing people in person to 

doing everything remotely. As the 

vaccines are coming out and people are a 

little less scared things are slowly going 

back to the way they were. There are still 

things that aren’t fully normal. I surveyed 

people about whether they were going to 

sleep away camp this summer. I surveyed 

classes 603 and 703 about this topic. 

      

     Twenty-one people responded to my 

survey. The results probably don’t vary as 

much as they would in a normal year 

because of COVID. Out of the 21 people 

that responded, 15 people said no.  

 

     Out of those 21 people though, 6 of 

them are going to camp. Camp can be a 

https://www.wikihow.com/
https://tinybuddha.com/blog/how-to-stop-procrastinating-when-things-feel-hard-or-scary/
https://tinybuddha.com/blog/how-to-stop-procrastinating-when-things-feel-hard-or-scary/
https://tinybuddha.com/blog/how-to-stop-procrastinating-when-things-feel-hard-or-scary/


 

     When the pandemic was at its peak last 

summer, camps were either closed or fully 

virtual. Some may have involved more 

computer and digital components that were 

not utilized before, and other in-person 

camps may have been altered to include 

mask wearing and social distancing. It took 

away from the experience you might have 

been accustomed to. Summer camps are 

an important component of learning and 

growth for kids of all ages. Whether its arts, 

sports or academic type camps they all 

promote learning and growth. Part of going 

to a summer camp is also to interact with 

others, learn and maybe make a new 

friend or two.  

 

     This summer things are different. While 

everything might not be fully back to 

normal, they are close enough that we can 

enjoy summer camps and expand our 

horizons before coming back to school 

next year. Whether you are playing 

basketball, soccer, tennis or baseball, you 

should push yourself to your limits, 

continue to learn new skills and practice 

teamwork. Try new things and challenge 

yourself to do something you might not 

have done before in sleepaway camps. If 

you are doing art, learn new techniques 

and pour your emotion into your paintings. 

Whatever you do, do it to the best of your 

ability. As you start your new journeys 

during the summer, hopefully you can 

return in the fall with new experiences and 

perspectives.  

 

Photo Credit: The New York Times 

 

 

Quote Of The Month 

 

Photo Credit: azquotes.com 

 

 

 

Famous Photos 

     So what are drones used for? Drones 

can be used for a large range of things. 

Here are some of the things drones can 

be used for: 

 

1. Defense 

2. Emergency Response 

3. Disaster Relief 

4. Humanitarian Aid 

5. Conservation 

6. Healthcare 

7. Agriculture 

8. Weather Forecasting 

9. Waste Management 

10. Energy Management 

11. Mining 

12. Construction 

13. Inspections 

14. Real Estate 

15. Telecommunications 

16. Entertainment 

17. Sports 

18. Advertising 

19. Shipping 

20. Fighting Crime 

21. Food Services 

22. Journalism 

23. Space 

24. Education 

25. Security 

26. Photography 

 

     Unfortunately, drones can also be used 

for nefarious purposes such as violating 

people's privacy and also can be used by 

criminals and terrorists to do terrible 

things. 

 

     This leads to our next topic of 

discussion: the pros and cons of drones. 

Some of the pros to drones are that they 

can help with many things (see list above) 

and are generally easier to deploy than a 

manned aircraft. Some of the cons to 

drones are that they can damage property 

and injure people, can cause privacy 

issues, and that legislation on drone flight 

is uncertain.  

 

     So, what will the future of drones look 

like? According to Airdronecraze, drone 

technology has 7 possible generations. 

The most recent generations are 5, 6, and 

7. Generation 5 consists of having 

transformative designs, 360-degree 

gimbals, 4k video, and intelligent piloting 

modes. Generation 6 consists of having 

commercial suitability, a safety and 

regulatory standards-based design, 

fun place where you get to meet new 

people and try new things. 

 

     I also asked where people were going 

to camp if they were going. I have realized 

that a lot of people go to camps that are in 

New York or states that are close to it. 

People this year are going to camp in New 

York, Connecticut, and Maine. One 

person is stretching from the curve though 

and going in North Carolina.  

 

     What also varied was the amount of 

time a person was going to camp. Two 

people said they were going for 4 weeks 

and two other people said they were going 

for 7. One person said that they are going 

for 2 weeks and another person said they 

were going for 3 weeks.  

 

     There are certain people who like 

camp and those who don’t. The people 

that do though may be holding back this 

year because of the pandemic. The camp 

might be closed or you just might not be 

comfortable going. That is okay. But for 

the people who are going, embrace your 

opportunity because it doesn’t come 

around all of the time. Have fun at camp if 

you are going, but whether you are going 

or not, have a good summer ESMS! 

 
 

 

 

Why Winning The Lottery 
Is Practically Impossible 

By: Philip Jow 

 
    Have you or someone you know has 

won the jackpot for the lottery? If they 

have, that’s a pretty spectacular thing, 

according to statistics. You have a very 

small percentage of winning the lottery. 

Think about it, if winning the lottery was 

more common, lottery companies would 

go out of business. They would run out of 

money, since they would be constantly 

giving huge amounts of money to the 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

platform and payload adaptability, 

automated safety modes, intelligent 

piloting models, and full autonomy and 

airspace awareness. The last generation, 

number 7, is the most advanced. It 

consists of complete commercial 

suitability, fully compliant safety and 

regulatory-based design, platform and 

payload interchangeability, automated 

safety modes, enhanced intelligent piloting 

models, and full autonomy, airspace 

awareness, and auto action. Generation 7 

is already underway. The company 

3DRobotics has already announced a new 

drone called Solo. It is the world's first all-

in-one drone. According to Business 

Insider, "Smart drones with built-in 

safeguards and compliance tech, smart 

accurate sensors, and self-monitoring are 

the next big revolution in drone technology 

that would provide new opportunities in 

transport, military, logistics, and 

commercial sectors." 

 

     Why does this matter to a middle 

schooler living in New York City? Drone 

technology is really something that is 

special and is something that will definitely 

play a big role in our lives. Many big 

companies like Amazon are already using 

drones, so it is hard not to be affected by 

them, whether it is good or bad.  

 

Sources:  
https://builtin.com/drones 

https://www.space.com/29544-what-is-a-drone.html 

https://www.circuitstoday.com/types-of-drones 
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/drone-impact-

society-uav/ 
https://www.allerin.com/blog/the-truth-about-

drones-the-good-the-bad-the-ugly 

https://onlinemasters.ohio.edu/blog/the-pros-and-
cons-of-unmanned-aerial-vehicles-uavs/ 

https://pilotinstitute.com/drone-pros-and-cons/ 
 

Photo Credit: news.wsu.edu 

 
 

 
Fun Summer Crafts 

By: Gail Tromer 

 
     This article will teach how to make fun 

and easy summer arts and crafts. Here 

are some crafts that will appear below: 

 

● How to make a pen holder 

● How to make a paper palm tree 

● How to make mini sunglasses 

● How to make a paper folder   

 

jackpot winners. 

      

     According to investopedia.com, the 

odds of winning a recent Powerball 

drawing in Tennessee was 1 in 292.2 

million. To put this in perspective, you 

have a 1 in 2,320,000 chance of being 

killed by lightning. You are more likely to 

get killed by a lightning strike than to win 

the Powerball! Even more shocking, you 

are two times more likely to die from a 

vending machine (the probability is 1 in 

125,000,000) than to win the Powerball! 

That’s pretty outrageous.  

   

     The thing is, winning the lottery is a 

pretty rare event, and it has to be for these 

companies to stay in business. As I have 

said, if winning the lottery happens more 

often, these companies will have no 

money. However, don’t lose hope! It all 

depends on the ticket you buy (anyone 18 

and older can purchase a lottery ticket in 

New York). Some may have a slightly 

higher chance of winning the big jackpot, 

but still, that percentage is still very low.  

 

     To sum it all up, you have an extremely 

small chance of winning the lottery. 

Winning the lottery is statistically 

improbable.  

 

Did You Know? 

These are events that are more likely 
than winning the lottery: 
 

● Being hit by a meteorite 
● Becoming a billionaire 
● Dying in a plane crash 
● Dying on your way to buy a 

lottery ticket 
● Becoming President of the 

United States of America 
● Becoming a movie star 
● Scoring a hole in one while 

golfing 
● Winning an Olympic gold 

medal 

“Did You Know?” facts provided by Insider 
(https://www.insider.com/things-more-likely-to-
happen-to-you-than-winning-the-lottery-2018-6) 

 

Sources: Investopedia 
Photo Credit: 

https://www.clipartkey.com/view/wRJJi_download-

lotto-clipart-image-lottery-ticket-clip-art/ 
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How to make a pen holder:  

Take a soup can, or a tin can  

Paint it, any color! (optional) 

Decorate it with paint or stickers!  

 

How to make a paper palm tree: 

Cut a square out of a piece of paper 

Roll it up 

Tape it so it looks like a little roll but it 

won’t fall apart 

Then, take a straw and cut it into 4 parts 

Take the top of the roll and fold it.  

Glue all 4 parts of the straw on to the top 

of the roll  

 

How to make mini sunglasses:  

Materials:  

Three popsicle sticks, cardboard and/or 

paper, scissors, tape   

 

Take the paper & cut two holes through it  

Then, cut around the holes so it looks like 

two circles with holes through them 

Take a popsicle stick, and glue both 

circles on it, side by side format 

Glue one side of another popsicle stick to 

the first one 

Glue one side of the last popsicle stick to 

the first one  

Then, put tape on both circles 

 

How to make a paper folder:  

Materials: Four sheets of colored paper, a 

stapler  

Take one paper and fold the top  

Staple the top to the paper  

Staple all sides of the paper to another 

one, except for the folded side  

Take another sheet of paper 

This time, fold the top twice  

Staple the folded top onto the paper 

Staple all sides of the paper with its top 

folded twice onto the second one, except 

the side that’s folded 

Take the last sheet of paper  

Fold the top three times  

Staple the top to the paper  

Staple all sides (except the folded top) of 

the paper to the second paper, which 

should now look like a pocket 

Decorate your folder with markers, 

pencils, stickers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Bits and Pieces 
By: Siroos Pasdar 

 
● President Joe Biden is unlikely to 

meet his intended deadline of 

vaccinating 70 percent of the adult 

population by July 4, he has set a 

different goal.  

○ The president said he wants 

300 million shots distributed in 

his first 150 days of office. 

● Facebook has announced that 

former president Donald Trump 

may use his Facebook and 

Instagram accounts again in 

January of 2023. 

○ This decision was influenced 

by the January 6 riot on the 

Capitol Building, and the role 

social media platforms played 

in inciting violence.  

● President Biden said “I did what I 

came to do” regarding the historic 

summit with Vladimir Putin, the 

President of Russia. 

● In New York City a full-virtual 

option will not exist next year for 

public schools, which means 

everyone will go in-person full 

time. 

● Juneteenth has now become a 

federal holiday. 

○ Juneteenth occurred 

months after the Civil 

War ended on June 

19th, 1865, when 

enslaved people in 

Texas received word 

that they were free. 

 

Photo Credit: The New York Times, CNBC, CNN 
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ESMS Book Reviews 
By: Julian Fernandez-Sasso 

 
     Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and 

the Secret History of the Vietnam War by 

Steve Sheinkin. Most Dangerous is a 

nonfiction book written by Steve Sheinkin 

published in 2015. Most Dangerous 

follows the graphic story of the Vietnam 

War and the Pentagon Papers. Sheinkin 

shows the Vietnam War through the 

lenses of a government insider, Daniel 

Ellsberg.  

 

     The book focuses on the lies of the 

American government to the American 

public. In the book we see the difficult 

process of printing the Pentagon Papers, 

and the U.S government’s attempt to 

silence it. Most Dangerous is written in a 

clear writing style and gives you the 

perspective of both sides. Steve Sheinkin 

doesn’t stop on the details and gives you 

a full scope of the story.  

 

     Most Dangerous received positive 

reviews and some awards. I give Most 

Dangerous an 8/10. Overall, it was written 

in an interesting and captivating way, and 

gives you a new perspective of the 

Vietnam War. 

 

Photo Credit: amazon.com 
 

   



 


