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College
2-Year

4-Year

EmploymentMilitary Trade 
School Gap Year 

Program

What “road” can they 
take when they 

graduate?

NO !!



Junior Year Priorities

● Grades / GPA / Review Transcript
● Study & take college entrance exams

○ SAT and ACT
● Research & Visit Colleges
● Teacher Letters of Recommendation 
● Complete Required Forms for 

Guidance
● Continue to check the Class of 2022 

College/Post -Secondary Process 
Google Classroom (Code: tu7dvrp)

Future 
Test Dates

(college research)

Student 
Portal 

(Grades / 
GPA)

Junior
Year 

Checklist

https://esdstudentportal.lhric.org/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fPearlRiver
https://classroom.google.com/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/pdfs/Test-Date-Schedule-National-2020-2021.pdf
https://student.naviance.com/prhs
https://esdstudentportal.lhric.org/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fPearlRiver
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16nAavkVssHXb3Y0XX9oyAiDyW4A3tGnM-cxDY7lQZio/edit?usp=sharing


I TRCNAR PT
● Colleges will look at all available grades
● The high school transcript is submitted to colleges after students submit an Online 

Application Form (example) to guidance.
● Transcript displays the final grades received in every subject from freshman through 

junior year.
● Senior year grades are automatically submitted at the end of the first semester (also 

known as Mid-Year Reports). First quarter grades are submitted ONLY upon student 
request.

● Cumulative GPA and class rank are listed on the bottom of the transcript. College 
testing scores are NOT reported on the transcript. 

● A transcript is only official if Guidance sends it directly to the college or scholarship 
organization

S

https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/aa954dc5-444c-4305-b9d2-196536213653?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1927749160&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%222020-2021_Green_Sheet_with_College_Application_Deadline_Dates%281%29.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=2cqlZUMsDiUseozF2amANrID6SE%3D


Standardized Tests

Students are 
responsible for 
sending their 
test scores.

Test 
Optional 
Schools

Future 
Test Dates

Khan Academy 
Free SAT Prep

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAgUHEkOCQM
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/pdfs/Test-Date-Schedule-National-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat


How to Research



How to help your child 
Find Their Fit

Academic
● Interests (Major)
● Abilities
● Learning Style
● Class Size

Financial
● Cost of attendance
● Scholarships
● Financial Aid
● Travel Expenses

Social
● Personality
● Campus Size
● Values
● Campus Involvement 

(Sports, Clubs, etc.)



Know Your

Resources

College
Websites

College Rep
Visits

PRHS 
Guidance
Website

Pirate
Bulletin

Social 
Media Tips

Common 
Mistakes

Helpful
Articles

Research 
Note 

Guide

https://student.naviance.com/prhs
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://www.youvisit.com/the-ultimate-virtual-tour/
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events
https://student.naviance.com/prhs
https://www.pace.edu/
https://www.rider.edu/
http://www2.cortland.edu/home/
https://www.albany.edu/
https://prhs.pearlriver.org/groups/55622/guidance/guidance_office
https://prhs.pearlriver.org/pirate_bulletin
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/social-media-and-college-admissions
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/842c5f0f-335f-4300-bab4-96a7f063b806?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1923671677&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2216%2520Common%2520College%2520Application%2520Mistakes.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=jEKgHpGr%2BOSWVFi58YpO%2FNmP9ww%3D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19gHoruprK7ykcAmYfGn_YlodoBaqCf_X6YuLBQNS5oo/edit?usp=sharing


What Can You Do With It?

Research 
Scholarship 

Opportunities

College Research 
Specifics

Scattergrams: Compare 
GPA, standardized test 
scores, and other 
statistics to actual 
historical data from our 
graduates
College Profiles:
Review and Compare

How do I log in? 

Contact your counselor 
for your login 
information

ballardk@pearlriver.org
hornaceke@pearlriver.org

starkr@pearlriver.org
urvaterr@pearlriver.org

Scattergrams

https://student.naviance.com/prhs
mailto:ballardk@pearlriver.org
mailto:hornaceke@pearlriver.org
mailto:starkr@pearlriver.org
mailto:urvaterr@pearlriver.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Em980mAHFR0DHS-c_M1FuyUMe1U_ppthrL1oFf61kSg/edit?usp=sharing


Refine and Balance List

Safety School: 
Your child’s GPA 
is well above the 
average accepted 
GPA

Target School: 
Your child’s GPA 
is close to the 
average 
accepted GPA

Reach School: Your 
child’s GPA is below 
the average 
accepted GPABalanced List: 

● Identify likelihood of admission
● 6-9 schools (2-3 reach, 2-3 

target, 2-3 safety)
● Use Naviance Scattergrams 

and Dashboard
○ GPA & SAT/ACT scores



Virtual 
Tours

Demonstrated Interest

Hispanic 
College Fair

College Board
Fairs

College Visits
● Best to visit when school is in session
● A good time is during February / April breaks
● Junior / Senior privilege: 2 excused college 

days per year
● Sign up on college’s website for tour and/or 

interview (COVID- colleges may have self-
guided tours)

● Take notes, ask questions, evaluate, and take 
pictures!

● Try not to judge school based on tour guide, 
weather, etc.

https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/
https://student.naviance.com/prhs
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IKbFKppukDexiU5Mn87IDG0J80ZAtMXUZUW3rH6vPhM/edit?usp=sharing
https://collegefair.info/
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/b6b6a8aa-4ecb-47ef-bc44-c4940980ec5e?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1919259552&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2217_Questions_you_can_ask_any_admissions_rep.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=acZUaNpS7Byor9RJZZLv6gjrw30%3D
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days?SFMC_cid=EM424052-&rid=47036303


Components of the 
College Ap p lica t ion

Application
Common 
Application or 
College’s 
Application

Transcript

College 
Essay

Teacher 
Letters of 
Recommendat
ion

Resume/ 
Activities

Standardiz
ed
Test 
Scores*

*or Test Optional

Financial 
Aid/
Scholars
hips

Required 
Junior 
Forms

NCAA

Demonstrated 
Interest

https://www.commonapp.org
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/9e149a0c-721b-4006-b443-69a67c888e80?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1925229700&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2210%2520Resume%2520Samples.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=zNputdgZdHhT0haejMViaJDqmjA%3D


Required 
Paperwork
Submit Here

Transcript
Release Teacher Rec

(Submit to your 
teacher directly)

Student 
Brag
Sheet

Parent 
Brag 
Sheet

***Due by June 1, 2021***

Activity 
Checklist

https://forms.gle/4kBRMqWMwiCnxLsz6
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/fbba9a82-1e0a-4ab6-85ad-ba90c879a2d2?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1915038481&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2203a_Transcript_Release_Form-School.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=XV400if7Eydd3NjoGFluJVRPqOk%3D
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/92d42644-21b8-4489-9253-ef4290c7dff8?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1915038677&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2205_Student_Brag_Sheet.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=KZPhwjDJmTm18aj6Z1zfWTvE77s%3D
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/21e3c0f0-7a22-473d-8a52-5609ab350b62?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1915038854&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2206_Parent_Brag_Sheet.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=Q95tP%2BD0ROryjhVP%2Fmrqz0QAtzg%3D
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/4171e5a3-9e95-4a5e-927e-846a729b2624?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1916319488&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%2207_Teacher_Recommendation_Form.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=5KRxAYvxFM6aRGyBo239%2F4ndQPQ%3D
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/55621/resources/b195a420-bd36-4bea-91e7-bbf3fb650df4?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1926074003&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%22PRHS_Activity_Checklist_Fillable.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=d4mWZ1URwpksvmnMLYU4FFsa02o%3D


Letters of Recommendation
● Two teacher letters from teachers who know your child well. 

Preferably teachers from junior year.
● Step 1:Students must ask teachers face-to-face (i.e. google 

meet or in person)
● Step 2: They complete and email their teachers the Teacher 

Recommendation Form
● Step 3: Request on Naviance
● Students should ask teachers before school ends in June.
● Counselor letter: counselors write a letter for each one of their 

students.
● Parent Brag Sheet: complete and send in to your school 

counselor by June 1st. 
● Note: We cannot release letters to students or parents.



College Applications

College/University 
Application

Deadlines are REAL!!

Common 
Application 

Grid of 
Requirements

Types of 
Deadlines

-Early Action
(apply early / receive 
early response)

-Early Decision
(binding agreement)

-Regular Decision

-Rolling

http://www2.cortland.edu/home/
https://www.commonapp.org
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/cuny-application/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/
https://www.pace.edu/
https://www.albany.edu/
https://www.rider.edu/
https://content.commonapp.org/Files/ReqGrid.pdf


Essay Tips
● Common App Essay Prompts 

& Pointers

● COVID Common App Question

Advice from 
a Tufts 

University 
Rep.

● Summer time is a great opportunity 
to brainstorm topic ideas

● You will work on this in senior year 
English class

https://www.collegeessayadvisors.com/portfolio-items/2020-21-common-application-essay-prompts-guide/
https://www.collegeessayadvisors.com/portfolio-items/2020-21-common-application-essay-prompts-guide/
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/COVID-19-question-common-app
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/COVID-19-question-common-app
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MYHkL9xekdSM1QNWZEhzKLDADYlzMOSsMbaW4JHaBMQ/edit?usp=sharing


NCAA
For: DI & DII

Eligibility 
Center

C
O
V
I
D

Registration 
Checklist

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/Registration_Checklist.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/COVID-19_Public.pdf


Financial Aid
Scholarships

NYS 
Scholarships 

& Grants

PRHS
Financial Aid 

Website

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid.html
https://prhs.pearlriver.org/groups/55622/prhs_guidance/scholarships
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://prhs.pearlriver.org/groups/55622/prhs_guidance/financial_aid
https://www.fastweb.com/


How Parents Can Help
● Support your child with their process, but remember 

it is his/her process.
● Topics to discuss with your child:

○ How far? How much?
● Encourage your child to keep his/her options open!
● Research and visit colleges together. Use Naviance 

scattergrams as a resource.
● Encourage your child to use the Junior Year Checklist 

to stay organized and on task.
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Questions?

mailto:ballardk@pearlriver.org
mailto:urvaterr@pearlriver.org
mailto:hornaceke@pearlriver.org
mailto:starkr@pearlriver.org


Ms. Katie Szalda, Director of Admissions
Siena College



Dr. Katherine Lynch, Chair of the Sam Draper Honors Program

Rockland Community College

Rockland Community College



SUNY Oneonta

Ms. Anne Swift, Admissions Counselor
SUNY Oneonta



Boston College

Ms. Marybeth Cheverie, Associate Director
Boston College



Penn State

Ms. Yvonne Wang, Admissions Counselor
Penn State
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