
Shelton High School Hall of Fame 2023 
  
Six individuals from the Shelton High School community, ranging from 
legendary teachers and administrators to amazing athletes and impactful 
community members, will be inducted into the school’s 2023 Hall of 
Fame. 
  
The Shelton High School Hall of Fame was established in 2017 as a way 
to recognize and honor in a permanent manner those who have excelled 
in their dedication to the community of Shelton High School and those 
who have made outstanding contributions both at Shelton High School 
and in the world which reflect positively upon Shelton High School. 
  
The SHS Hall of Fame Class of 2023 Hall of Fame inductees are Karen 
Devonshuk, Michael Gambardella, Kim Karkut, Dr. Jeffrey Klauser, 
Thomas Minotti, and Lorraine Rossner. 
  
An induction banquet will be held on Sunday, November 12 at the Stone 
Barn banquet facility in Monroe, CT at 1:00 p.m.  Ticket information 
will be available on our website. 
   
Karen Devonshuk is a 1973 graduate of Shelton High School.  Karen has 
devoted her life to educating the children of Shelton.  She served as a 
special education teacher and supervisor of the College Board’s SAT 
administration, and presently serves as a co-coordinator for the Audrey 
Dreyer Food Bank.  Karen coaches the Unified basketball and track and 
field teams and remains very active in various SHS events. 
  
Michael Gambardella taught physical education and health for many 
years at Shelton High School.  He has coached for the past 39 years for 



our cross-country and track programs for the past 39 years.  Mike also 
coaches the SHS Unified basketball team and a highlight of his career 
was when the team was selected for the USA summer games.  He has 
been named “Coach of the Year” and his teams have won Southern 
Connecticut Conference championships.  Mike has also served as a 
soccer and basketball official and was even named “Official of the Year” 
for the New Haven Tap-Off Club in 2010. 
  
Kim Karkut is a 1973 graduate of Shelton High School. As a student-
athlete, Kim, along with some fellow classmates, was responsible for the 
formation of the SHS girls’ track and field team in 1973.  Kim returned 
to SHS as a physical education teacher until her retirement in 2012.  
During this time, she coached track and field and was instrumental in 
creating the girls' volleyball team, which she coached for seven years.  
Kim continues to referee volleyball and currently serves as the vice 
president of the Connecticut Federation of Volleyball officials.   
  
  
Dr. Jeffrey Klauser’s passion for team sports began at a young age while 
participating in community-sponsored athletics.  He has fond memories 
of the time he spent at Shelton High School, where he lettered in football 
and basketball and is a proud graduate of the Class of 1998.  Jeff 
graduated from the University of Michigan as a Biopsychology and 
Cognitive Science major and continued his studies at Albany Medical 
College. He is a board-certified orthopedic surgeon at Connecticut 
Orthopaedics and currently serves as the Shelton High School team 
physician.     
  
Thomas Minotti grew up in Bridgeport but has lived in the City of 
Shelton since 1978.  He can proudly boast that he has two generations of 



his family that have matriculated through the Shelton Public Schools 
system.  He is a true Gael fan and can be seen on the sidelines, always 
cheering on his grandchildren and their teammates.  As a parent, Thomas 
was actively involved in his children’s education and served as a 
member of the Band Parents Association for eight years.  As a former 
educator for Bridgeport Public Schools for 40 years, he used his 
knowledge and passion for education to serve on the Shelton Board of 
Education, where he proudly served for 14 years with dignity and pride.  
He tirelessly fought for what he believed Shelton deserved, including the 
instructional tools needed to achieve the best possible education for the 
21st century.    
 
Lorraine Rossner’s career for the Shelton Public Schools system started 
in 1977, where she served as an art teacher and was named the 
department chairperson in 1989.  Lorraine was named vice principal of 
Long Hill School and Booth Hill School and served as housemaster of 
Shelton High School.  Lorraine was named the district assistant 
superintendent of schools, where she served from 2005-2019.  Despite 
her retirement, Lorraine continues her passion for education for the 
community of Shelton as she currently serves as a member of the Board 
of Education, where she chairs the policy committee.  Lorraine’s 
accolades are numerous and her impact on generations of Shelton 
students is immeasurable.   
For more information about the Shelton High School Hall of Fame, 
please visit our website at 
http://sheltonhigh.sheltonpublicschools.org/hall_of_fame. 

 

 


