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Junior Year Priorities

• Focus on grades and GPA

• Focus on college entrance exam prep
(SAT, ACT, Subject Tests) 

• Explore and visit colleges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The GPA that colleges will see is determined at the end of junior year. They may request to see 1st quarter grades to help them make their decision if a student applies early, and they will automatically receive a mid year report card, but the GPA will not be recalculated at that point (as it’s based on final averages and most classes are full year).



College Entrance Exams
• Know tests required for admissions 

SAT:  Components include evidence based reading/writing and 
math (essay optional)

ACT:  Components include reading, math, science reasoning          
and English (essay optional)

SAT Subject Tests:  Measure knowledge and skills in              
particular areas  (History, Literature, Science,  
Math, Foreign Languages)

• Register for the SAT/ACT
When?  SAT/ACT - Spring

SAT Subject – May/June
• Colleges Need Official Test Scores

– Student responsibility to send scores to colleges through testing websites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many college require a college entrance test.

2 available tests:  SAT and ACT
	Both widely accepted  (ACT has surpassed SAT in popularity)

Which test should I take?
Have experience with PSAT
Practice test booklets available in the main office
Kaplan offers a combined test to help determine preference/ability
Which more comfortable with?
Not sure – take both

Students will send scores from testing organization but wait to do so.

What are Subject Tests?  
	Tests that measure knowledge in specific areas including History, World Language, Science, Math
	Very few schools will require subject tests.  Tend to be some of the most competitive schools
	Usually recommended for students in AP courses. Tests made by same company so while preparing for the AP exam, simultaneously prepare for the Subject Test

When to take Subject Tests?
	 – end of Junior year May/June

Create timeline (Spring of JR yr first test)





2017-2018 SAT Test Dates

To Register: www.collegeboard.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Register online, sooner the better for test site preference.  
Links to website on our website as well as in Naviance.




2017-2018 ACT Test Dates

To Register: www.actstudent.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Register online, sooner the better.  
Links to website on our website as well as in Naviance.
Note: We are not an ACT test site!



Not All Schools Require SAT/ACT 
Scores

• Nearly 900 four-year 
colleges do not use 
the SAT or ACT to 
admit substantial 
numbers of bachelor 
degree applicants

Source:  www.fairtest.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 900 schools
Different philosophies, why?  
	Testing scores not a great predictor of freshmen GPA
	Testing scores place all students on even plane where they can compare apples to apples

Test optional/ test flexible schools may require additional components
	Graded papers
	Extra recommendation
	Require a certain GPA
	Additional essay
	Interview



A Few Schools That Do Not Require 
the SAT/ACT

• Bates College
• Bowdoin College
• Connecticut College
• College of the Holy Cross 
• Fairfield University
• Franklin and Marshall 

College
• George Washington 

University
• Gettysburg College
• Goucher College

• Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges

• Johnson and Wales University
• Loyola University 
• Marist
• Muhlenberg College
• New York University
• Providence College
• Stonehill College
• University of Scranton 

Source:  www.fairtest.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not a test taker here is a list

This does not = easy!
	Holy Cross
	Loyola
	Providence
	NYU  (Test flexible – 3 subject tests or 3 AP exam scores)



How do we even begin to search 
for colleges!?! 



Step 1:  Self Evaluate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Self Evaluation is critical to a successful search.

Turn the focus inward to be completely honest about where they will be successful.  

8am class – freezing cold day

Consider why they are successful here and embrace it while they conduct their search.



Find the Best Match for Your 
Child!

• Academic interests, abilities, 
and learning style

• Goals and values
• Strengths and weaknesses
• Passions
• Personality, independence, and 

relationships to others
• Likes and dislikes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Academic interests, abilities and learning styles are key.  If you participate here, you'll want to participate in college.  Large university vs. Smaller school environment

What are their values and ultimately what is it they hope to gain from a college education

What are they passionate about and can the college sustain that passion?

Personality and independence -stretch their wings a bit this summer and see how they handle independence. It can seem like a good idea, but be careful not to overwhelm

Recognizing what you dislike in a college can be just as helpful as realizing what you like.



Step 2: Find Potential Matches 
Through Research



Know Your Resources

• Counselors, Friends, Family, 
Teachers, Co-workers

• Naviance (Family Connection)
• Websites 
• Books
• Meet Visiting College Reps
• College Fairs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Counselors are a HUGE part of this process.  We spend a full semester starting from the self-evaluation process all the way to the essay. We know our stuff!

Use friends and co-workers for support.  Watch the static talk and shady deals – sounds too good to be true, it is.

Naviance - communication hub and essential to this process. Work together in this program, we have encouraged this.



What is Naviance?

• Web-based resource that supports career 
and college planning

• On-line tool for collaboration among 
counselors, students, and parents

• Family Connection (parent/student version) 
directly linked to counselor’s office

• Counselor’s office tracks and analyzes data 
about colleges that is specific to our school



What Can You Do With It?
• Research Colleges

Compare GPA, standardized test scores, and   
other statistics to actual historical data from 
our graduates

• Review and compare college profiles, produce 
scattergrams

• Show schedule of college visits
• Research scholarship opportunities
• Research careers 



How Is It Accessed?
On the web at

http://connection.naviance.com/prhs
or by visiting the PRHS guidance web 

page for juniors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can’t emphasize our web page enough. Access for the latest information.

http://connection.naviance.com/prhs


Family Connection Home Page

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s new: Any news, reminders, and college visits may be posted here

Important links

Mobile app

Document library




Document Library



College Search on Naviance

College Search

Narrow 6000+ schools to a manageable list



College Search on Naviance

Filter using:
• Type of school
• Location
• Campus size
• Activities &   

sports
• Majors & 

academics
• Admissions
• Cost 
• Special programs  



Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)
• EOP provides access, academic 

support and financial aid to students 
who show promise for succeeding in 
college but who may not otherwise 
be offered admission.

• To be eligible a student must: 
– 1) be a New York State resident 

for 12 months prior to enrollment 
– 2) require alternate admissions 

consideration 
– 3) qualify as economically 

disadvantaged according to the 
guidelines indicated.



College Profile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information includes features related to:
Average net price – which is calculated on income from a drop down menu
Graduation rate
Acceptance rate
Application overlaps
And some other features such as a "dashboard" and odometers

We encourage you to explore.



Colleges I’m Thinking About



College Compare/ Overlaps on 
Naviance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overlaps what are they?

Great resource

All based on PRHS Data – quick snapshot




Step 3: Visit colleges and also 
have your child meet with college 

reps who visit PRHS



Campus Visits
• Best to visit when school is in session

– A good time is during February / April breaks
– Junior / Senior privilege: 2 excused college days per 

year
• Sign up online for tour and/or interview
• Take notes, ask questions, evaluate what you see 

and hear, and take pictures!
• Try not to judge school based on tour 

tour guide, weather, etc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nothing compares to visiting a school
Narrow the list, plan visits
       When:  Winter Break, Easter Break, 2 college  days
Call ahead, get online
        Register – schools keep track!
         Interview if possible
Take Notes/ pictures
          Campus Profile/ Comparison Chart
Feel of School – Is it a fit?
Drive past surrounding areas
Don’t judge solely on guide or weather




Visit Schedule

Within each individual 
college profile, there is an 

area which displays 
upcoming scheduled visits 

& school contact
Students click “Sign Up” and 
they are automatically added to a 
roster to track their participation 
in the visit.    

11/30/2016 1:00pm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many college reps come to visit PRHS students throughout the spring and fall

The “Visit Schedule” feature in Naviance is a great  way to communicate college visits throughout the year.  In addition to notifying all students of the upcoming visits with bulletins, we now have the capability to send reminder notices to all students that have indicated the college currently visiting as one of their choices on “the list” via email. 

You will also see upcoming visits  when  you look at individual college profiles.



















Step 4: Refine and Balance       
“THE LIST”



Refine and Balance the List!
• Importance of a well balanced list

- identify likelihood of admission
- safety, target, reach
- 6-9 applications 

• Use the Naviance Dashboard and Scattergrams
- GPA and SAT/ACT scores 

• 2 safeties = less stress
- more likely to receive $$$ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many applications ?  6-9    Anything upward in double digits may be too many.

Important to balance list
	What does that mean?   S, T, R (least likely, likely, most likely)
	Determine likelihood of admission
  
Use quantifiables (Naviance)   Why
      Can’t compare Essay, leadership, involvement

(No emotion involved…..Rutgers example)

Safeties provide peace of mind and $$$

Include at least 2 safeties



Scattergram

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the best features of Naviance:
Each data point represents a PRHS student in the past 5 years
Use this to determine Safety, Reach, and Target schools based on past applicant history

How to read 

Comparison tools



Compare Personal Statistics to National 
Data on Naviance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to determine safety, target, and reach is by comparing student data to National Data.  

This can also be found on collegeboard.com and many other websites

Average GPA and SAT ACT

Look at Percent Accepted, but take it at face value! A super competitive big name college such as Harvard will receive applications from students who apply just for the fun of it.




Compare Personal Statistics to 
PRHS Data on Naviance



Step 5: Gather the 
Components of the 

Application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- So you’ve now researched and visited…now its time to apply!



Application
• Common Application – What is it?
• The Common Application will be available as of 

August 1st.
• The most popular ways to apply are through the 

Common Application or the college’s application.
• Most important piece of the process is the student’s 

application and that the application arrives on time.
• Main components include application itself, an 

essay, and letters of recommendation.

• Do NOT miss the deadline!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some schools require exclusively their online application, some schools exclusively use the Common Application.

Students need to take their time and do a thorough job when completing their applications!
 - Pay attention to details, such as: capitalize the first letter of their name, and their street, etc!



Ways to Apply? 

• Early Decision (EDI/EDII) – a binding agreement. Once accepted, 
one MUST attend the school.

• Early Action (EA) – Apply early and receive an admission decision 
early (usually December or January). 
– Restrictive Early Action-definition varies from school to school
– Single Choice Early Action - does not allow candidates to apply to 

other schools during the early-action period only. 
• Regular – Applications are due from January to March, outcome is 

mailed in April.
• Rolling-Decisions can be released 4 to 6 weeks after an application is 

completed
• Early Action and Regular Decision deposits are due by May 1st.
• Please note: All on-line application forms must be in the guidance 

office ten school days prior to any college application deadline.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Single Choice Early Action - does not allow candidates to apply to other schools during the early-action period only. once they receive EA (Early Action) decisions (mid-December), then applicants are free to apply elsewhere




Transcript
• Colleges will look at all available grades.
• The high school transcript is submitted to colleges 

after students submit a “green sheet” to guidance. 
– Displays the final grades received in every 

subject from freshman through junior year.
• Senior year grades are automatically submitted at 

the end of the first semester (also known as Mid-
Year Reports). First quarter grades are submitted 
ONLY upon student request. 

• Cumulative GPA and class rank are listed on the 
bottom of the transcript. College testing scores are 
NOT reported on the transcript.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transcripts also include high school level classes that were taken in 8th grade (ie: World Language, Algebra, Earth Science, and electives such as Studio Art, Technology, Music, and Careers. 

Your child’s transcript is available for you to view on the portal.

“Green Sheets” (on-line application forms) are required for each application
�



College Essay

• 12th Grade English teachers will begin to address 
essays in class in early September.

• Be yourself, be real! Creativity is highly valued!
• Colleges want to see you in the framework of your 

passions, values, and writing mechanics.

• Proofread! Proofread! Proofread!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- We’ve included Common App essay prompts along with pointers in the students’ folders (also available on our webpage for juniors)
��



Letters of Recommendation
• Two teacher letters from teachers who know your child well. 

Preferably teachers from junior year.
• Students must ask teachers in person, and present them with 

the pink Teacher Recommendation form. They must follow 
up with a request on Naviance. 

• Students should ask teachers before school ends in June.
• Counselor letter: counselors write a letter for each one of their 

students. 
• Parent Brag Sheet: complete and send in to your school 

counselor by June 1st. 
• Student Brag Sheet: must be completed and given in to your 

school counselor by June 1st. 



Resume

• Colleges are looking for individuals that will enhance their 
campus.

• Colleges seek students who have quality rather than 
quantity in their activities!

• Emphasize the most significant activities. Exhibit level of 
commitment and leadership!

• It’s never toO late to get involved in the 
school and the community!

• NCAA - register online junior year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t list activities from middle school, unless its something that you have continued doing in high school.




Make the Summer Count!
• Students should set up an enrichment 

program or a volunteer project, take courses 
at a college, or seek internship opportunities 
in a field that interests them. 

• See the Enrichment Program list on 
Naviance for ideas (colleges > college 
research > enrichment programs)



How Parents Can Help
• Topics to discuss with your child:

How far? How much?
• Encourage your child to keep his/her 

options open!
• Research and visit colleges together. Use 

Naviance scattergrams as a resource.
• Encourage your child to use the checklist on 

Naviance to stay organized and on task.



Naviance Checklist



Useful Websites
College Searches
www.collegeboard.com
www.petersons.com
www.embark.com
www.collegenet.com
www.princetonreview.com

Other Sites
Common application: www.commonapp.org
Campus newspapers: http://newslink.org/statcamp.html
Campus tours: www.campustours.com

www.ecampustours.com
Campus viewbooks: www.campusview.com/
College majors: www.a2zcolleges.com/Majors/index.htm
Test optional schools: www.fairtest.org
NCAA: www.ncaaclearinghouse.net

www.eligibilitycenter.org

Scholarships
www.fastweb.com

www.collegeexpress.com

www.collegeboard.com/paying

www.srnexpress.com

Financial Aid
www.fafsa.ed.gov

www.finaid.org

www.hesaa.org

http://profileonline.collegeboard.com

www.pin.ed.gov

www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov

https://monmouth.adobeconnect.com/finaidnight1718

Testing Services
www.collegeboard.com
www.act.org
www.ets.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention monmouth university Kristen Isaksen came to present and for anyone who missed, her powerpoint is listed on this slide and posted on our website.





Books
• ABC’s of College Planning
• College Board’s College Handbook
• College Counseling Sourcebook
• Peterson’s Four Year Colleges
• Barron’s Profiles of American Colleges
• The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges
• Choosing the Right College – The Whole Truth About 

America’s Top Schools
• Rugg’s Recommendations on the Colleges
• Colleges That Change Lives
• College Majors Handbook
• Understanding Athletic Recruiting
• The K&W Guide to Colleges for Students with Learning 

Disabilities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re here to help with anything you need!
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