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Senior English Summer Writing Assignment 2020 
 

Writing the College Essay 

 
Welcome to:  
English 12 

ECE English 12 
IB English Year II 

IB English B Year II 
 
ASSIGNMENT 
Create a Google Doc. In it, write a well-developed response (no more than 650 
and no less than 450 words) based on one of the college application essay 
prompts included on pages 2-3.   
  
PURPOSE OF THE ESSAY 
Your GPA, SAT Reasoning Test, SAT Subject Test or ACT scores are all 
important to a college admissions officer in assessing your academic abilities. 
But they are all numbers; they have no personality. What can make your 
application really stand apart from the others are your personal essays. Essays 
provide the admissions officer reading your application with a means to look 
beyond the numbers and to see you as a person. A well-written essay should 
convey your thoughts, attitudes, personal qualities, imagination, sense of 
humor or creativity. The essay should let the admissions officer know WHO 
YOU ARE. 
  
WRITING THE ESSAY 
 
DO’S 

● Do think “small” and write about something about which you know. 
● Do reveal yourself in your writing 
● Do show rather than tell. By giving examples and illustrating your topic, 

you help to bring it to life for the reader. 
● Do write in your own “voice” and style.   [This is difficult.  It requires 

following the rules of Standard English, but wording things so that your 
personality still comes out.  You don’t want it to “sound” like a typical 
essay but to “sound” somewhat like you.] 

● Do tell the truth. 
  
DON’TS 
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● Don’t write what you think the admission staff wants to read. 
● Don’t exaggerate or write to impress. 
● Don’t use a flowery, inflated or pretentious [language]. 
● Don’t neglect the technical part of your essay (grammar, spelling, 

sentence structure).  [However, save editing and correcting for last.] 
● Don’t ramble—say what you want to say and conclude. 

 
CHECKLIST 
❏ Does it keep the reader’s interest throughout?  
❏ What is the overarching main idea, theme or thesis statement?  
❏ Does each paragraph have a main idea that further develops the 

overall theme?  
❏ Are all main ideas supported by details that are concrete, lively and 

interesting? 
❏ Does the writer stay on task and avoid unnecessary tangents?  
❏ Is the writer’s voice and tone consistent and interesting throughout?  
❏ Does the essay reveal something about the writer?  
❏ Does the essay have a definite beginning, middle and conclusion? 
❏ Are transitions in place between sentences and paragraphs, making 

for a smooth read?  
❏ Does the essay communicate that the writer is a strong candidate 

for admission?  
 

Common Application Essay (CAE) Prompts 2020-2021 
 
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so 
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If 
this sounds like you, then please share your story.  

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to 
later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. 
How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What 
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome? 

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be 
an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything 
that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to 
you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 
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5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of 
personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.  

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you 
lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to 
when you want to learn more?  

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already 
written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. 

Questions?  
 
Ms. Barbara 
LBarbara@PortChesterSchools.org  
 
Mr. Diaz  
NDiaz@PortChesterSchools.org 
 

Ms. Donnelly 
PDonnelly@PortChesterSchools.org  
 
Mr. Guarino 
GGuarino@PortChesterSchools.org  
 

Mr. Laconi 
RLaconi@PortChesterSchools.org 
 

Mr. Martinez 
RMartinez@PortChesterSchools.org 
 

Mrs. Marziani  
EMarziani@PortChesterSchools.org  
 
Mr. Parker 
KParker@PortChesterSchools.org  
 
Mrs. Watts 
SWatts@PortChesterSchools.org 
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