
Course Registration for the 
20-21 School Year

Parent Information for 
Rising 6th Graders



Welcome to Middle School!

August 6th
6th Grade Orientation



Topics

● Course Registration
● Diploma Requirements
● Academic Career Planning
● High School Programs
● Questions



Course Options for 20-21 School Year

● Core teachers will recommend students for the appropriate 
course level in the areas of math and history. 

● All 6th grade students will take Health/PE 6, English 6, 
and science 6

● Students will select their top electives requests.
● The Secondary PCPS Course Guide is posted to the school 

website.



For students going into 6th grade next year...

All students must take Health/PE 6

Core class options (your teachers will recommend students for math and history)

English 6

Science 6

Math 6 or Math 6 Integrated

US History I or US History I Integrated



English Pathway



Math Pathway



Science Pathway



History Pathway



Choosing 6th Grade Electives

Option A: Band or Orchestra and two semester classes

Option B: Chorus and two semester classes

Option C: All four semester classes

The semester class options are: 

Art, Computer Technology, Music Technology/Piano Lab, and World Language



Choosing Electives - 6th Grade - Semester and Year-Long Combinations

One full year and two 
semester electives: 

 

Art Computer Technology

Chorus 6

Four semester electives: 
Art Computer Technology

Music Technology World Language

Semester 1 Semester 2



Alternate Electives

An “alternate” is a “just in case” class.

● The semester classes that students do not choose automatically become the 
alternate electives. 

For example, if I choose Band, Art, and World Language as my top choices then 
Music Technology/Piano Lab and Computer Technology become my alternate 
electives. 



Electives Video

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1592885654


Registering for Courses

● Fifth grade teachers will show students a video that goes 
over the classes and course registration form

● Fifth grade teachers will make recommendations on the 
form for math and history

● Students should bring the form home to choose electives 
and review with parent for signature

● Form should be returned to fifth grade teacher 



Academic and 
Career Plan

The Academic and Career 
Plan is a document that 
students complete by 8th 
grade. It will outline the 
classes that students take 
in order to graduate from 
high school. 



Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

ENGLISH English 8 English 9 English 10 English 11 English 12

MATH Math 8 Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 Math Analysis

SCIENCE Physical 
Science Biology Chemistry

Physics/ 
Environmental 
Science/ Bio 2/ 

Chem 2/ AP 
Options

Physics/ 
Environmental 
Science/ Bio 2/ 

Chem 2/ AP 
Options

HISTORY Civics and 
Economics World History 1 World History 2 US/VA History US/VA 

Government

HEALTH/PE Health/PE 8 Health/PE 9 Health/PE 10 
Drivers Ed

ELECTIVE 1 World 
Language

World 
Language

World 
Language

ELECTIVE 2



Diploma Types
A diploma is a document 
that you receive when you 
successfully graduate 

high school. 

There are two types of 
diplomas: 

Standard and Advanced

Standard and Advanced 





High School Credit Courses in Middle School

Algebra 1 (8th grade)

World History 1 (8th grade)

Spanish 1 & 2 (7th & 8th grade)

French 1 & 2 ( 7th & 8th Grade)

Art 1 (8th Grade)





High School Programs

1. Maggie Walker Governor’s School (Government and International Studies)
2. Appomattox Governor’s School (Art and Technology)
3. Advanced College Academy  (Social Sciences, Associate’s Degree from J. 

Sargeant Reynolds Community College)

4. Code RVA (Computer Science, Associate’s Degree from J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College)

Students can apply to these programs during Fall of 8th 
grade year.  There are Fall information sessions.  Must be 
in Algebra 1 in 8th grade for all but CodeRVA.



Things to 
Remember

Students should return 
their registration form 
to their fifth 5th grade 
teacher by Wednesday, 

Feb. 26th.

The last chance to make 
course requests changes 
for the 20-21 school year 
is April 30th. 



Questions & 
Self-Guided 

Tour


