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Bad Manners Pass-Along-Paper 4

%Descrigtion of the problem: Manners are largely determined by culture,
and bad manners offend many people. The child who burps, pick his or her
nose, chews with the mouth open, or doesn’t use correct social conventions -
like saying please and thank you - seems to be ignorant of society’s most
basic rules. Bad manners can make your child appear less intelligent.

N\ Factors influencing the problem: Parents have a responsibility to teach
their children acceptable manners and social conventions. Parents must
realize that good manners are not something you take on and off, like a
party outfit, depending on the social situation. Manners are habit, a
consistent part of each day. Of course, your child’s age will determine what
are reasonable expectations.

%Suggestions:

1. Model the manners you expect your child to follow both at home and in public.

2. Remind older siblings of their responsibility to model good manners to younger children in the
family.

3. Atvarious stages of development, children react hysterically to burps or farts and tend to egg each
other on. While this behavior is normal, it is nonetheless bothersome, and you should indicate your
disapproval. Don’t laugh along with the children one day and become irritated the next.

4. Discuss the obvious reasons for manners such as chewing with your mouth closed, using a tissue,
waiting your turn in line, respecting the rights of others, talking quietly in public, or waiting patiently
for your turn to speak.

5. Compliment your child when good manners are evident. For example you might say, “I liked the
way you held the door open for Grandpa!” or “Your table manners were excellent tonight at dinner.”
6. When you child exhibits bad manners, quietly and privately point out what the child did wrong.
For example you might say, “Today when Billy was telling us about what happened in gym class you
interrupted him twice.”

7. Ask the child to tell you how she or he thinks the offended person or persons might have felt. For
example, “How do you think Billy felt when you interrupted him? How do you think those who were
listening to his story felt?” In the case of a child who chews with his or her mouth open you might
express your opinion, “l can’t enjoy my meal when | see someone chewing their food with their
mouth open.”

8. Before an unusual social situation, like a plane trip, funeral or wedding, anticipate potential
problems such as talking loudly in public and remind the child of the manners expected.

9. Be consistent in your expectations about manners. Don’t laugh when the child burps one time
and frown the next.

10. Don’t contribute to your child’s bad manners. For example, a messy snack at the wrong time or
a noisy toy in the wrong place invites trouble.

11. Establish a secret signal with which you can easily remind the child of a manners slip. For
example, tapping your head to indicate it’s time to think about what you are doing or drawing an
imaginary line to symbolize a boundary over which the child has stepped.

12. Make it clear that bad manners embarrass the child, the parents, and the observers.

13. If your child is demonstrating bad manners, quietly remove the child from the situation. Clearly
point out the inappropriate behavior and do not rejoin the social setting until the child tells you she.
or he can act in an acceptable fashion.
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14. Don’t encourage the child to act silly or cute in front of others and then expect the child to know
when enough is enough and it’s time to stop or when it’s bad timing to act silly.

15. Communicate your expectations for your child’s manners to relatives, teachers, baby-sitters, and
friends.

16. Don’t act shocked or disgusted when the child demonstrates bad manners. Make it clear it is one
small act you disapprove of - not the child. On the contrary, it is because you hold the child in such
high regard that you expect high standards.

OTHER COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS:

FAMILY ACTION PLAN: (List suggestion numbers of particular relevance and specific actions planned.)
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